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R E A DE R. 


HE occafion of the prefent publication is fo univerfally 

known, that an introduétion may appear almoft unncceflary : 
ya tile reader will expe€t to be informed, by whom, and from 
what materials, this little tract has been prepared. 


When intelligence was received in Europe, that the Servants of 
the Eaft-India Company had depofed the Rajah of Tanjore, and 
given the independent pofleftion of his dominions to Mahomeck 
Ally, Nabob of Arcot, fo important a change upon the Coaft of 
Coromandel engaged the {erious attention of the Court of Dire&ors. 
The difpatches which conveyed their orders for the reftoration of 
the Rajah will prove, that this delicate fubject was at that time 
minutely inveftigated, and completely underftood, 


At 
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At Madras the Nabob, unwilling to relinquifh fo valuable a 
prize as Tanjore, endeavoured to delay the reftorhtion of the 
depofed Rajah, until a new reprefentation could be made at heme, 
aud other advices be received from Europe. Happily for the 
sritifh intercft in India, the orders given by the Directors were 
too clgar and pofitive to admit of delay, awd the fubject too 
fully explained in thofe difpatchcs to leave a pretence for the 
Servants of the Company to refer it a fecond time to the judg- 
ment of their Supertors. In England, however, the agents of 
Mahomed Ally, by various publications, accufed the Company 
of injuftice, and openly folicited a reverfal of their aQ.  Mitre- 
prefentation, induftrioufly propagated, mifled the uninformed, 
and the private intereft of individual, concurred to fpread the 
delufion, Under thefe circumflances, regard to their own® ho- 
nour, and to the truft with which they were invefted, compelled 
the Directors to vindicate their conduct, and to fupport a meafure, 
which juftice, policy, and refpect for the public faith of treaties, 


had before induced them to adopt. 


The neceflary papers having been collected, Mr. George 
Rous was requefted to undertake the work: all the defeéts are 
therctore his: the Diurcétors mercly authenticate thofe docu- 


ments, which, if attentively perufed, will enable the reader to form 
his own judgment. 5 
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The author, after a laborious examination of his materials, 
was concernéd to find, that the fubject neceffarily led him ta 
condemn the conduct of Gentlemen, with whom his family had 
lived in habits of friendfhip, and whofe eftablifhed charaéters 
juftly entitle them to refpect. The fituation was painful; the 
conduct to be obferved did not admit of hefitation. He has not 
foftened a fingle fact, which he thought the papers warranted ; 
nor fupprefied an obfervation, whieh his own wnderftanding ap- 
proved. No man will rejoice more than himéelf, if thefe Gen- 
tlemen can leffen the blame, which, upon his reprefentation, 
they may appear to, merit; but, ignorant of their apology, he 
could not betray his truft, and if he makes them his enemies, will 
endeavour to deferve their efteem. 


Another occurrence likewife rendered the tafk unpleafant. 
Mr. Macleane, Agent for the Nabob, had, in a public advertifc- 
ment, configned his name to difprace and infamy, if many facts 
were not true, which the author has been compelled by the. 
proofs before him to deny. This phrafe of Mr. Macleane mui 
be confidered as the vehement affertion of a zealous advocate, 
that he believed the fats advanced to be true. Mr. Macleane 
himfelf never refided in that part of India, had no perfonal know- 
ledge of the tranfaftions, and mutft, like every other man, judge 
from the materials he then pofiefled. Huis moral character, there- 
fore, cannot be anvolved in the truth or {gl{chood of the facts in 
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difpute, whatever cenfure may be due to his hafty condemnation 
of others, or to the language in which fuch condemnation has 
been conveyed, . Mr. Macleane being abfent, this explanation will 
not be deemed improper. 


The original papers now given to the public are more volu- 

eminous than the occafion may feem to require. his has grifeiy 
from delicacy on the part of the Court of Directors, who, in vin- 
dicating themfelves, were anxious not to with-hold what might 
poffibly tend to the exculpation of others. The firft fixteen 
numbers of the Appendix, to page 24u, contain fuch papers as were 
fele€ted, under different heads of enquiry, for the information of the 
Direftors. As thefe were feleétcd for the mere purpofe of inform 
ation, without a view to particular opinions, it has not* been 
thought right even to vary the arrangement. ‘To thefe have been 
added the Confultations of the Council and Committee relative 
to the two expeditions againft ‘Tanjore, which are the hiftory of 
heir debates, and of the motives of their conduét, written by 
ores at the time. Thefe would have been incomplete 
without the information upon which they aéted; which is there- 
fore printed under the title of Country Correfpondence. 


As the Gentlemen in Council poffefs only a fubordinate power, 
the reader muft form a very imperfect judgment of their merits 
or demerits, had he not before him the orders received from 

6 the 


Cv) 


the Court df Directors, The orders are therefore printed, under 
the title of Correfpondence, &c. and likewife the correfpondence 
with “the Direétors, which contains a further expofition of the 
views and motives of the Council and Committee than appear 
on their Confultations ; or at leaft may be confidered as a fupple- 
ment to the otHfer.. This Correfpondence does not relate merely 
to Tanjore, but comprehends a confiderable period; and explains 
the political views, and interefts of the Company during a courfe 
of years : for as the diftance of place renders it'impoffible minutely 
to preferibe 4 particular.conduct to the Servants of the Company, 
the reader ought to underftand the general fyftem. 


Some further additions have beer made, from a defire of ren« 
dering fuftice to the principal actors, and of affording the means 
of defence to all. concerned. 


The Gentlermem whn had the management of the Company's 
aftairs at Madras complain of two extrinfic caufes, which rendered 
them unable to purfue the dictates of their own judgment; viz. 
The exiftence of plenipotentiary powers from the Crown to treat 
with the Princes of India, independent of the Company ; and the 
influence of the private creditors of the Nabob, which embarrafled 
the meafures of the Council. Juftice therefore required, that the 
whole correfpondence between Sir John Lindfay, Sir Robert 
Harland, and the Company's Servants,. fhould be printed, as like- 


wife the proceedings refpecting the private creditors. The former 
will 


( vi ) 
will affurd a ufctul Ieflon, how umpoffible it is to prevent the 
operation of paftion and prejudice in the beft-intentioned minds, 


where rival powers fubfift; the latter may give occafion to public 


regulations in future. 


In 1772, the Nabob appearing diffatisfied with the Company’s 
ufual mode of addrefs, an alteration took place: it was therefore 
. ‘ oe ® i‘ 
thought right, that the reafoning and.opuuons of the Council, 
. . . : en. 
together with the fentiments of the Court of Direttors thereon, 


fhould form a feparate Number in the Appendix. 


The bulk of thefe volumes may affright the indolent, and 
poflibly be cenfured by fome who will not acknowledge this 
motive. The firft fhould be informed, that if they be more dif 
pofed to confide in the author than to inveftigate the matter 
themfelves, they will find the fubject of Tanjore fufficiently 
éxplained within a very moderate compafs; the latter fhould learn, 
that the papers now printed contain a hiftory of important tranfac- 
tions, hitherto little underftood, and may therefore deferve attention, 
Every reader fhould know, that nothing has been defignedly con- 
cealed; but that, in colle€ting the papers, comprifed under the 
feveral titles, the fingle defire has been, not to omit what may 
throw light upon the fubject. 


T HE 


RESTORATION 


OF THE 
Depofed Rajan of Tanjore confidered. 


HE extonfiye poffeffions of the Englith Eaft-India Company, 
‘the military’ ferce which they maintain, ‘the mdantfaétures 
which they export, and the great reveriue derived'to the State from 
their commerce, render every event affe@ing their profperity well 
worthy the national attention. Yet, importantas thefubjett mutt 
appear, various caufes have hitherto prevénted(o-general a knows 
ledge of the Britith interefts in India; 4s ‘the’: ingifitive {pirit - -oF 
the préfent age, and the fingular ‘advancement of @ commercial 
Company to the pofleftion of Empire, rify have taught’ ui to-ox 
pect. Colonies, originally fettled for the fote ‘purpofes of trade, 
have involved a military eftablifhment as neceflary't@ their-deferice. 
Wars, firft undertaken with this view, have opened new means of 
commerce, and, directed by politic and military talehts, which 
this great fcene of action called into being, have led to the attain“ 
ment of that force, which now forms no inconfidérable acceffion 
to the: national ftrengeh. “ Commerce and dominion, wnited-in the 
Eaft-India Company, have gown to a‘ magnitude, -and become'a 
fource of wealth to Gréat Britain, which the: molt fortunate exer 
tion of the State sight have attempted in vain. To feparate 
thefe objects, while, the controlling powér muft refide at the dif 
tance of more than half the globe, would inevitably demolith the 
whole, fabrick. 
A The 


( 2) 

The intereftg of Great Britain, and the interefts of the Company, 
are in truth, and ever muft be, the fame. The free communica- 
tion of papers, which has of late diffufed the means of information, 
affords reafon to believe, that the period, when this truth mutt 
prevail, is not very far diftant. There are however occafions, 
which require fomething more than merely to afford the means of 
knowledge. When an att of fignal juftice has been feverely- ar- 
raignedl ; when great induftry has been employed to difguife the 
truth ; and when not only the characters of the actors, but ympor- 
tant public interefts are involved ; the Truftees of a great Company 
would be wanting to their own honour, and to a proper fenfe of 
duty, if they confided wholly in the conviction, which a carelefs 
perufal of papers may produce, That the reftoration of their 
religion, their government, and their laws, to a whole people, 
deprived of thefe bleffings by the fervants of the Company, in 
violation of a folemn treaty, upon pretences equally falfe and fri- 
volous, was an act of juftice and of found policy, will {cartely be 
cantroverted. Yet, to arrange the facts, and to direét the reader’s 
attention to proofs diffufed through a large volume, may not be 
altogether unneceffary. 


The orders given by the Court of Directors of the Eaft-India 
Company, for the reftoration of the depofed Rajah of Tanjore, 
have been treated as a violation of juftice, and of national faith. 
Unworthy infinuations have moreover been made refpecting the 
fuppofed motive of the actors; as if it were poffible for the Rajah, 
deprived of his territories, robbed of his wealth, and imprifoned 
by his enemy, to intereft men in his caufe by any other motives, 
than by thofe feelings of the heart, which the great Creator has 
given to reprefs injuftice. Such imputations can deferve only filent 
contempt. Yet, when bold aflertions are advanced, with the pro- 
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fefled intention of conveying information ; and the King, the Par- 
liament, .and the Nation, are called upon to decide; a fenfe of 
public duty may produce an inveftigation of the fubjeét, which 
neitker the character nor the conduét of an‘individual could de- 
ferve. 


The conquefts of the Mahomedans in India produced a revolu- 
tion fingular in the hiftory of mankind, The whole government 
of the territories fubdued pafled into the hands of men, who bore 
no refemblance to the original inhabitants. Adventurers from 
Tartary, Perfia, {nd Arabia, have been conftantly entertained, 
and an uniform preference given by Mahomedan Princes to men 
of their own religion, and of hardy robuft conftitutions. Thefe 
men, during the courfe of more than eight centuries, have gradually 
formed in India a mighty nation. They filled the artnies of the 
Empire, and exercifed all public employments; but although the 
reigning nation, they are out-numbered by the Indians ten to one, 
The milder manners and delicate frame -of the natives, rendered 
them unable to refift thefe fierce invaders ; yet the fingular thft- 
tutions of their religion have fixed infuperable barriers to an union 
with their conquerors; and the Hlindoos at this day continue a 
perfectly diftinét race, even in the countries under a Mahomedan 
Government. 


The Mogul Tartars, under Tamerlane and his fucceflors, ex- 
tended their conquefts fartheft to the fouth; and the reign of Au- 
sungzebe is perhaps the period, when the authority of the Empire 
was more implicitly obeyed in the Peninfula of India than during 
any formerage. At this period, however, there yet remained coun- 
tries of large extent, on the borders of the Empire, wholly under: 
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the government of their native princes. Tanjore, Myfore +, smd 
the countries poflefied by the Marattas, are the moft confiderable 
of thefe Hindoo States. The latter, by their depredations, carried 
terror into the Empire during it’s higheft vigour, fometimes levied 
large contributions, and finally eftablifhed their claim to a propor- 
tion of the revenues, under the denomination of a Chout. The 
two former were, for a time at leaft, fubjected to a {mall tribute ; 
and in the confufion which enfued upon the diflolution of the Em- 
pire, thefe countries, like every other part of India, were occa~ 
fionally plundered by Chiefs, whofe authority extended as * far as 
their {word could reach. 


The countries fubjet to the Moguls were governed by Viceroys, 
called Subahdars, and, under thefe officers, by Phouzdars, (Gover- 
nors of tmaller diftricts) and Killedars, who were the military com- 
manders of forts. The largcft Subah, or Province, was the Deckan, 
or South, of which the Carnatick is a part. The Carnatick however, 
in it’s prefent extent, was never immediately fubmitted to one infe- 
rior Governor, until the fucceffes of the Englith arms eftablifhéd 
Mahomed Ally, and finally exempted him, by treaty as well as by 
power, from all obedience to the Empire. Thefe officers were, in 
regular fubordination, the Governors of the country and Command- 
ers of the army, Not only the Subahdars, but the inferior officers, 
were originally nominated at Delhi. The collection of the revenues 
and adininiftration of juftice were placed in other hands; and fo 
jealous were the Emperors of thefe military chiefs, that their Jag- 
hires, or allowances, were affigned them im provinces not fubje& 
to their influence, Frequent changes likewife of the men wért in- 
tended to limit their power; but in the decline of the Empire, the 


t Myfore has fince become fubje& to Hyder Ally, who isa Mahomedan. 
period 
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period of thefé commands was¢radually prolonged, and thofe who 
polleffed the power of the {word cafily united every other authority 
in their own perfons. 


Aurengzebe died in the year 1707. The civil wars between 
his fons greatly weakened the authority of the Empire, which, 
the {nvafion of Thamas Kouli‘ Khan almoft annihilated. ‘The 
anatchy whicheenfued did not however immediately reach the 
Deckan. In this province of the Empire the fuperior abilities of 
Nizam ul Muluck upheld a dominion, at the {ame time that he 
converted it to his own advantage. Upon his invitation was the 
expedition of Kouli Khan firft undertaken. While therefore the 
revolutions in the north engaged his attention, the fouthern parts 
of his province were much neglected. Doaft Ally, and afterwards 
his fon Subder Ally, eftablifhed themfelves in part of the Carnatick ; 
but perifhed, ac the other adventurers of this period, the firft in 
battle againft the Marattas, the latter by the hand of an aflaflin, in 
the fort of Velloor, belonging to his kinfman Mortiz Ally. 


The army, who had been gained by the liberality of Mortiz 
Ally, foon revolted, and proclaimed Scid*Mahomed, the infant fon 
of Subder Ally, in the room of his father. ‘The apprehenfions of 
Nizam ul Muluck on the fide of Delhi being removed, by the re- 
treat of the Perfian, and by the appointment of his own fon, Gazy 
o' Dean Khan, Vizier of the Empire, the Subahdar advanced 
towards the Carnatick with a vaft army. His appearance repreflid 
the dilorders wluch had before prevailed, and Coja Abdullah, by bis 
nomination, became Phouzdar of Arcot. His affaflination in the 
next year, which was imputed + to his fucceflor, made room for 
Anwar a Dean, the father of Mahomed Ally, the prefent Nabob of 


+ Orme’s Hiflory, page 52. 
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the Carnatick. ‘The attachment of the army to Scid Mahomed 
awakened the jealoufy of Anwar a Dean, to whofe care the youth 
had been intrufted, and he was murdered at a wedding, not with- 
out fufpicion of defign, which the other vainly laboured to remove +. 
While Nizam ul Maluck lived, Anwar a Dean was fupported by 
the poWer of the Subahdar; but in 1749 he perifhed in battle 
againft Murzafa Jing, who was the nephew of Nizam ul Migluck, 
and difputed the fucceffion with the fecond fon Nazir Jing. The 
aflaffination of Nazir Jing gave the brother a prefent pofleflion, but 
he quickly experienced from one of the confpirators the fame fate. 


Soon after the defeat and death of Anwar a Dean, Mahomed 
Ally, his fon, retired to Trichinopoly. ‘This fort, with the adjoin- 
ing country, had been ever under the government of it’s native 
Princes, until 1736, when Chunda Saib, the fon-in-law of* Doatt 
Ally, treacheroufly feized and kept the poffeffion. The Marattas 
afterwards took the fort, and made him their, prifoner. The fort 
was by them furrendered to Nizam ul Muluck, who appointed An- 
war a Dean Killedar in 1744, foon after he had received from the 
fame hand the Phouzdary of Arcot. To the fort of Trichinopoly 
his fon retired in 1749, and here, for the firft time, folicited the af- 
fiftance of the Englifh. 


The author of the ** State of Facts” reprefents Anwar a Dean as 
the firm determined friend of the Englith. Nothing is lefs like the 
truth. During the war of 1745 his threats preferved { Pondi- 
cherry. The fortifications were not completed, the garrifon was 
{mall, and unable to refift, The Englifh {quadron, under Commo- 
dore Barnct, were preparing to attack the place, when the Nabob 

+ Orme’s Hiftory, page 59. 

} Ibid. page 61. 
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threatened deftruction to Madras, if hoftilities were commenced. 
At*this time he promifed to make the French obferve the like 
neutrality, if their force became fuperior; but the promife was foon 
forgotten, and the French within the year were permitted to befiege 
Madras. The place being taken, the Nabob demanded the per- 
formance of the fecret treaty, by which the Settlement was to be 
delivered ‘to him ; and when the French refuted to comply, he at- 
tempted to obtain it by force +. Irritated by his defeat, he fent 
his two fons to affiift { the Enghifh, and to prevent the capture of 
Fort St. David, which the French were preparing to beficge. His 
refentment, however, being appeafed by a confiderable pretent from 
Mr. Dupleix, he permitted the enemy to renew their enterprize in 
the following year; but the place was fortunately preferved by the 
arrival of the Englith {quadron |]. 


The Governor, in hits letters to the Nabob, and to his fon Maho- 
med Ally, had frequently complained of the favour fhewn to the 
French, but without effect §, Upon the arrival theretore of the 
{quadron, the Governor addreffcd a letter to the Subahdar of the 
Deckan*, Nizam ul Muluck, complaining that Anwar a Dean, (then 
called Anaverdy Khan) ‘ For the fake of a little money, has joined 
«© with the French,” in direct oppofition to his repeated orders; and 
that the Englith merchants, “ By'the connivance of Anaverdy Khan, 
‘s have been plundered of large fums, fome robbed, others imprifon- 
‘© ed, and all expofed to fuch cruclties as the moft barbarous nations 
“were ftrangers to.” This Ictter was accompanicd by one, in a 


+ Orme’s Hiftory, page 73. 
t Wid. p79. The Englith were to defray part of the expenie. 
| Ibid, p. 87. 
§ Appendix, No. IT. p. 8, 9. 
* Ibid. p. 10. 
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fomc what higher tone, from Commodore Griffin, * Commander of 
the {guadron. ‘The Commodore affirms, that “ The robberies, 
** cruclties, and depredations, committed on fhore, Apon the King 
‘his Mafter’s Subjc&s, by that infolent, perfidious nation the 
« French, were conuived at and abetted by the Nabob of Arcot, 
« whode duty it was to have preferved the peace of the country.” 
He adds, “1 muft intreat you, in the name of the King of Great 
“ Britain, my Royal Maftcr, to call the Nabob ® an account for 
‘his paft tranfaétions, and intcrpofe your power, to reftorc, as 
“© near as poffible in it’s original ftate, what has been io unjuftly 
‘taken from us; or excufe me if I do not pay that ftrict refpect 
“ tothe tranquillity of your country, which has been hitherto 
‘done, but with my whole collected force endeavour to take 
¢ fatistaction for the robberies which have been comunitted ; which 
in all probability will make vour country a feene of blood.” 
The Nabob being alarmed by this {pirited application to his fupe- 
vor, and by the arrival of a confiderable force, which had already 
defeated the French, his fon Mahomed Ally wrote a letter, excuf- 
ing his own defertion of the Enuglith as the effect + of noceflity ; 
and adds, ** Tam very forry, and much furprifed, the Commodore 
“© has not wrote me a etter, that ] might have congratulated his 
© faie arrival, wluch J have dailyonged for, that I might demon- 
‘© ftrate the preat love and regard I have towards the intereft of 
“ the Englith Nation.” He promifed lhkewife to difmifs the 
Frenchmen refident at his Court, and to aflift the Enghth. Yet 
we find the Nabob wathin three months demanding the releafe of 
two French prifoners, without requiring the fame condu@ from 
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* Appendix, No. ll. p. 10. 
+ Ibid. p. 13. This was the ‘ fpeedy anfwer” required to a letter advifing 
of the arrival of a great force, Vile Appendix, p. 12, 
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the enemy {? Nor did the great love and regard" of the Nabob 
prevent the enemy making in the next year another attempt 
againft Fort St. David. This attempt, by the good conduct ot 
Major Lawrence, was happily defeated + ; and an armament, under 
Admiral Befcawen, which. {oon after arrived upon the Coaft, efta- 
blithed the fuperiority of the Englith, but the peace concluded 
the fucceeding year prevented any confiderable effect. 


When Chunda Saib engaged in his enterprize againft Trichino- 
poly, his family remained in Pondicherry as in a place of fafety. 
He afterwards became the prifoner of the Marattas, who took 
from him the fort. By the intrigues of Mr. Dupleix, the Marattas 
were prevailed upon to releafe him from confinement in the year 
1748, After fome adventures, which have no relation to the pre- 
fent efubject, he joined Murzafa Jing, in his competition for the 
Subahdary of the Deckan, and was appointed by him Phouzdar of 
Arcot. With a reinforcement of French from Pondicherry, their 
firft enterprife was to obtain poffeffion of the Carnatick. Self. 
defence obliged Anwar a Dean to take the field, and to oppofe the 
invaders of his province. A battle enfued, in which he was de- 
feated and flain, as we have before related, 


The author of the “State of Facts {{” fays, “ The zeal of An- 

« war a Dean ‘for the Englith caufe could only terminate with his 
“ lifes"for on the agd of July i749 he was flain in battle, bravely 
«fighting forshis alties and friends.” -A reader, not fufpicious of 
deceit, might by fuch- expreffiens be led to believe, that the Nabob 
had expired in the arass of'a Lawrence or a Clive, bravely fighting 


{ Appendix, No. IE p. 35, 16. 
4 Onme's History, page gt. 
{) Page 18. 
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in one common caufe. If fuch an idea be conveyed, the: author 
may be entitled to the praife of invention : but he is no faithful 
hiftorian. The dull Englifhmen 6n the {pot did not fufpect this 
Nabob to be their friend, When the intelligence was communi+ 
cated by the Englith Governor to the Council, the tale is barely 
related as the news of the day, not a fingle obfervation is made, 
and the next article on the confultations is an order to the Com- 
pany’s bricklayer. 


Mahomed Ally efcaped to Trichinopoly, where he, for the firft 
time, folicited the afliftance of the Englifh in Auguit 1749. It is. 
a remarkable fact, that a {mall fupply + of cannon (the only affifts 
ance at this time given) was efcorted from Devi-Cotah by the order 
and by the troops of Pertaupa Sing, the father of the prefent Rajah. 
of Tanjore, with whom the Englith had at this time concluded a 
treaty, Thede tranfactions require now to be explained. 


When intelligence of peace with France left the force lately ar» 
rived in India unemployed, a Tanjorean [applied to Admiral Bot 
cawen, reprefenting himfelf as the lawful King of that Country,. 
driven into exile by an Ufurper. His liberal offer of territory and 
privileges to the Englith, with ftrong affurances of the general dif- 
polition of hes fubjects to join his ftandard, induced the Admiral 
and Governor to undertaken expedition againit Devi-Cotah. The 
defign was mot communicated to the Council until the army had. 
begun their march. It being now too late to recede, a majority. as 
the Council were induced to acquiefce, amd a fum of reoRey Wins 
given the Zanjotean to levy troops among his own aiherezts, 


+ Vide deter vo the King of Tanjore, dared oth Auguft, 174g, Appendix, 
No. V. paga,2¢. 
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The san mifcarned, and the projectors had the mortification 
to find, that their ally had not a fingle partizan, at leaft not one 
appeared, to join them. Fiaved with the repulfe, they immediately 
renewed the attempt by fea. De troops, being now commanded 
by Major Lawrence, fuccegded j in taking Devi-Cotah and angther 
fort ; when Major La wrence, finding the T'anjoreans devoted to the 
reigning Prince, advifed a peace, in which advice the Admiral like- 
wife concurred. Devi-Cotah, together with a dimall diftri¢t, was 
ceded to the Englith, paying an annual Pefhcuth ; the other fort 
was reftored. This treaty appears to be the firft concluded by the 
Englith, upon a footing of equality, with any Indian Prince+. 


The approach of Nazir Jing, who now reganded his nephew, 
- Muraafa Jing, as a formidable competitor, enabled Mahomed Ally 
to appeai again in the Carnatick. The troops of the Subahdar, 
joined by a body of Englifh under Major Lawrence, recovered Ar- 
cot, while a mutiny of the French foldiers obliged Chunda Saib 
to take refuge in Pondicherry. Murzafa Jing fubmitted, and was 
made a prifdner: The Englifh however, by fuch complete fuo- 
cefs, loft the fruits of their fervice. Neither payment of their ex- 
penfes, nor a ceflion of territory round Madras, though frequently 
promifed, could now be obtained; and Major Lawrence, wearied 
swith folicitation, returned to Fort St. David. The aflaffination of 
Nazir Jing,. and the’ révohitions which followed, left Mahomed 
Ally unable to’ oppofe his enemics in’ the field, He retumed to 
Trichisidgoly, and arite more applied to the Englifh for @#pport. 
His affairs wéré betome truly defperate. Madura was" loft, his 
own reaps révalted, aid niothiag | remained but the fort of Trichi- 
nopoly, which ‘his enémiés’ nos prepared to befiege. He himfelf 


$ See Broceedings, Appendix, No. V. from page 28 to page 34. 
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entertained thoughts of fubntiffion, and attually began té treat of a 


furrender, when a detachment of Englith troops revived his hopes. 


It is not the intention of this werk to enter upon a hiftory of the 
war, farther than to obferve, that’ the: Englith victories in the Car- 
natitk, of which neither Mahomed Ally, nor his dependents, had 
the fmalleft fhare, firft opened a profpect of that futcefs, which the 
good condué, of Major Lawrence at Ttichinopoly almoft’ comple- 
ted. The King of Tanjore, during this war, fent his General Mo- 
nackjee, at the head of 3000 horfe and 2000 foot, to the affiftance 
of Mahomed Ally. Chunda Saib, with the French troops, ‘after a 
long ftruggle, was entirely defeated. 


When Major Lawrence flattered himfelf that his toils had finally 
eftablithed the fuperiority of his nation over the French, and was 
preparing to march into the Carnatick, he‘had the mortification to 
difcover, that the weaknefs of the Nabob had laid the foundation 
of anew war. His extreme timidity had induced him to purchafe 
the fupport of the Myforeans at any price, and by a fecret treaty he 
had engaged to deliver Trichinopoly into their haalds when the 
enemy fhould be repulfed. ‘The execution of ‘this treaty was now 
required ; but as the -Nabob at this tire poflefled no other. confi- 
derable fortrefs, to comply was impoffible+. 


Major Lawrence having fupplied the fort-with provifions, aud 
Secured it by an Englith garrifon from any attempts of the Myfo- 
reans, ¢etermined to purfue his advantage againft the COND 
my in the Carnatick, His hopes were again defeated by ‘th 
or rather by the avarice of thofe in whofe caufe, ‘bad. “engaged. 
The brother of the Nabob had been, induced to ‘fell provifions ‘from 
thggpegazines at'a high price, and it was now dilcovered, that the 





Orme’s Hittory, page 244. 
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turn of Major Lawrence with the army could alone preferve the 
fortt. The French joined the Mytorcans, and away entucd, more 
obftinate and more dangerous than the former. It were invidious, 
as well as unneCeflary; to recount the numberlets dificulties which 
arofe from the mifconduét of the Nabob and his pecple; une how- 
ever is remarkable. In their utmoft diftrefs, a convoy had been 
brought from Tanjore, with Brcat danger and difficulty ; but when 
the provifions were to be lodged ‘in the magazines, nine tenths of 
the bullocks appeared to have been loaded with the baggage, and 
other trumpery, belonging to the Nabob and his officerst. His 
army, inconfiderable in numbers, was fo far from rendering any real 
fervice, that the Englith, with fixed bayonets, refowed him from a 
mutiny of his own troops, who immediately deferted to the cne- 
my§. In fhort, the victorics of the Englith preferved Mahomed 
Ally from deftruction, and gave him all he poflefled. 


During this war the alliance of Pertawpa Sing, Rajah of Tanjore, 
was neccflary. His country fed our army, and frou Devi-Cotah 
all milteary fupphies were conveyed to Trichinopoly. The Na- 
bub’s fenfe of thefe fervices, while the friendihip of the Rajah was 
yet requifite to his fafety, will appear from a confidential ktter 
written to the Englith Governor. In this letter {{ he fays, « I mutt 
“ toyouobferve, that the King of Tanjore and Tonduman are neigh- 
«© bours to the fort of Trichinopolv, who both afiifted with provifions 
¢* in the time of the war and troubles®, which jupported the people 
“inthe fort. Ifwe act the part of an enemy againft them, it 


+ Orme’s Hiftory, page 281. 
4 \bid, page 303. 
§ bid. page 295---6. 
§ Dated 2oth Murch, 19755. Appendix, No. V. page 39. 
* From 1749 to 1754. 
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will be attended with difficulty to defend the fort, as we fhall 
not be able to gut even a grain of provaitone, which will render 
me unable to refide here with my family.” He adds indeed, 

The reaton of my taking fo great care to avoid the animofity of 
the King of Tanjore and Tondiman is, that formerly the eoun- 
try of Trichinopoly remained in our poffeffion; ,then we had no 
occation to expedt provifions from other dittricte ; but now, as 
the Myforean | is in pofleffion of the faid country, we muff depend 
upon thefe, viz. the King of Tanjore and Tondiman’s friendfhip 
“* for provifions.” He requefted therefore an order for an Englith 
officer to defift from a negotiation, which gave the King and Ton- 
diman offence. So anxious was the Nabob to retain their friend- 
fhip, that he urged the neceflity of an immediate anfwer; and when 
an anfwer was returned, he acknowledged the compliance of the 
Governor as a favour conferred on himfelf +. 
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While thefe tranfaétion’ paffed in India, the Directors of the 
Eaft-India Company had made reprefentations to the Miuiftry of 
Great Britain of the hoftilities in which they were involved. The 
Company, almoft ruined by the war, were wholly unable, from 
their own refources, to continue aconteft with the French Com- 
pany, powerfully fupported by the adminiftration of France. 
Strong remonftrances were therefore made to the French Court, 
and at the fame time an order was given to equip a fquadron of 
men of war, on board of which a regiment was to be embarked, 
This vigorous meafure produced a difpéfition on the part of France 
to accommodate the difputes of the two Companies, and Commifla- 
ries were appointed to treat in India. When the Commiffa- 
ries met, thofe on the part of the Englith prepared two artaches;,.as 
the foundation of a treaty. One recognized Mahomed Allg: in the 


+ Dated sth May, 1755. Appendix, No. V. page 41, 
Carnatick*; 
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Carnatick; the other guarantied to Pertaupa Sing the psaceable 
pofietiion of the kingdom of Tanjore. 


Thefe terms could not be obtained. A truce was however con 
cludéd, by which the diftricts to be held by the refpective Compa- 
nies were limited, and the allies of Both parties retained what each 
at the time poffefled. uring this truce the letter abovementioned 
was written by the Nabob. 


While hoftilitics were thus fafpendsd between the two Com- 
panies, the Bnitif) troops were rarely employed even within the 
territories of their allies. Some expeditions were undertaken, 
chiefly with Seapoys, to fettle the countries dependent on Trichi- 
nopoly, and to collec the revenues of Madura and Tinnevelly to 
the fouthward. In the fmall part of the Carnatick, which Maho- 
med Ally poflefled, innumerable Polligars and Chiefs of various 
denominations had eftablifhed them{clves in independence. Prefent 
pofieftigu, by the terms of the truce, had become the foundation 
of peace, and an attcmpt to fubdue thofe Chieftans might have 
drawn both parties again into the field. 


When intelligence was firft received ia India of a war between 
Great Britain and France, both parties were exhaufted by their 
former ftruggles. The force of each being nearly equal upon the 
Coaft of Coromandel rendered both cautious of engaging, as nei- 
ther could hope to obtain advantages adequate to the expenfe of 
taking the field. Bengal and the northern part of the Deckan were 
the fcenes, in which the two nations, under a Bufley and a Clive, 
were faying the foundations of future power and wealth. : Succefles 
in the Deckan, the refources obtained from the northern Circars, 
together with a reinforcement of troops from Europe, firft cnabled 
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the French to renew hoftilities with a profpect of fuccefs. Fort St. 
David was taken, Devi-Cotah abandofied to reinforce the garrifon 
of Trichinopoly ; and could the Rajah of Tanjore have been com- 
pdled to take part with the enemy, the reduction of Trichinopoly 
mutt inevitably have followed. To effect this purpofe, Mr. Lally, 
with a confiderable force, entered the country of Tanjore; and 
though harraffled in his march by Monatkjce +, the brave and 
fleady, friend of the Englith, laid fiege to the capital. ‘The con- 
ftancy of the Rajah began to be fhaken, He offered a large fum 
to redecm his country, and engaged not to moleft the ensmy in 
their march ; but no terrors could induce him,to join his forces. 
againft Trichinopoly. Aflifted by a fmall party of Englith, the 
‘Vanjoreans made an obftinate defence, and finally compelled Mr. 
Lally to retire with the lofs of his cannon and ftandards. 


Though greatly terrified with the attack on his capital, yet, dur- 
ing the fiege of Madras, when the Englith affairs were almoft def- 
perate, the Rajah fent a body of horfe to join Captain Preftdn, who 
with a fmall force harrafled the enemy, and intercepted their con- 
voys. When the fiege was raifed, the Governor wrote to the King 
of Tanjore f: * The horfe which you fent with the Commandant 
«and Major Caillaud have jomed our army, to the number of 
‘«« about 600. I have continually fupplied them for their pay and 
‘s batta, and fhall thortly give them leave to return to your Court, 
“* left the enemy fhould think of raifing difturbances on that 
“© fide.” 


+ The King of Tanjore’s General. 
t Dated 28th February, 1759. The fiege was raifed the 16th, Appendix 
No. V. page 45. 
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The war continucd, with various fuccefs, until the vear 1765, 
< ° is e 
when Pondicherry being taken, the power of the Englith remained 
unrivaled in India. 


This profperovs fituation of affairs fuggetted to the mind of Ma- 
homed Ally ambitious hopes, which, betore this peniad, he could 
not poffibly entertain. In the year 1752, when the Myforcan, de- 
manded the execution of a fecret treaty, under his hand and feal, 
Mahomed Ally would not refign a fertrels iuto the hands of an 
Indian Prince, becaude he hunfelf was only a Viceroy appointed to 
govern during the pleafure + of the Emperor. Yet now, adopting 
the opinion, ‘* That fortune isa throne {,” he plainly afpired to 
conquefts, which, had he obtained, muft have involved his former 
enemics and allies in onc common fate. Pondicherry furrendered 
in January 1761. In Auguft following; we find a paper § from 
the Nabob, ftating his claims on Tanjore, on Myfore, and on the 
King of the Malabar Coaft, the other fide of the Peninfula of India. 
Not contented with the ufual tribute paid to the Empire by the 
fributary princes, he reprefents, that it is cuftomary “ Some- 
‘¢ times to lay an extraordinary tax upon them, according to 
‘¢ their ability, and the frength of the Natob.” With refpect to 
his friend, the King of ‘Tanjore, he propotes to himfelf the extor- 
tions of Doaft || Ally, and his fon Subder -Ally, as his models. 

+ Orme’s Hiftory, page 244. 

i The perpetual revolutions among the Mahotncdan conquerors of India have 
rendered this proverbial. A redlefs and infatiable ambition is the commyn 


charaéter of the people. 

§ Appéndix, No. VIL page 49. 

\| Thefe were the adventurers who conquered part of the Carnatick during the 
period when Nizam ul Muluck was engaged on the fide of Delhi, In r7qq the 
government of Arcot and it’s dependencies was given to Anwar a Dean, father 
ao Mahomed Ally, after Nizam ul Muluck had reprefled the anarchy which 
before prevailed. 
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The Jatter appears to have been his favourite example ; who, he 
fays, “ Obliged the King to pay him 80 Lacks of Rupees, and 
‘¢ when he was laft there poflefted all that kingdom, placed a gir 
rifon in the fort of Tanjore, only paying the King fome penfion .’ 
So unfortunate was the Rajah in this reprefentation, that whether 
he were plundered, or cfcaped being plundered, the argument was 
equally forcible againft him. <«* Nazir Jing, foon after his arrival, 
** {ent to the King to demand one Caroot, or ten millions of 
“* Rupees, from him; but as he was killed very fhortly, the 
“ King has faved the moncy +.” The Nabob confefiis indeed, 
that during the troubles he had figncd a treaty, to exempt the 
King from fome of the arrears, and to leflen the tribute. He had 
before admitted, that his father “ Had agreed to receive a tribute 
‘< of 7,00,000 Rupees, and 2,25,000 more 2s prefents and Durbar 
‘¢ charges, from ‘Tanjoic every year §;” yet he ftates his own 
demand for ‘ Arrears at one Caroot, twenty-nine Lacks, and 
“¢ fifty thoufand Rupees |] ;” from which he propofes neverthelefs 
to make great deductions, on account of ‘ the excmption and 
«¢ abatement abovementioned,” meaning by the treaty which he had 
figned. The King of Myfore, as an enemy, was not to efcape 
fo eafily ; for after an enumeration of many Polligars, Zemindars, 
and Killedars, he concludes the catalogue thus: ‘“* There arc very 
“« large arrears of tribute due to me from the King of Myfore, 
‘¢ which will amount to as much, or nearly as much as the total 
“« of all the above articles ++.” 


} The fame letter, Appendix, page 49. 

+ Appendix, page ¢o. 

§ Ibid, Tbid. 

}i Twelve millions, nine hundred and fifty thoufand Rupees. 

¢tAppendin, page 52. : 
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Ft would be ridiculous to entér into an inveftipation of the facts 
upon which thefe curious demands ‘re founded, becaufe no proof 
was eWet offered, and becaufe the Nabob, in a fubfequent letter, a- 
avows +, “ That the affairs of the Pefhcuth { are not under the fame 
sule and regulation ; for it a/ways depends on the firength of arts; 
«¢ and according as we make ufe of force, fo we meet with fuccefs.. 
‘< ‘The former Governors received of the Tanjore King large {ums 
‘Sof money by force, which is fully fet forth in the paper I delivered 
‘¢ you before. By the blefling of God, and through your favour, 
“© Ihave more force And power than any body elfe; for the, former Go- 
* vernors never had the Englfb troops with them.” He infiits, 
that his account of the Pefhcufh due trom the King of Tanjore 
is juft and reafonable; thatif the Englith army be left to his difpo- 
fal, «* Affairs will immediaicly, and agreeably to the prefent times, 
* be difpatched in a better manner. Should we endeavour to ma- 
«© nage by negotiation, it will take up long time, by reafon of the 
« great diftance. By the blefling of God we have a collection of 
‘¢ a large army at prefent, and it is impoffible to meet with the 
© ike opportunity again; and moreover the Marattas are in a 
‘¢ diftrefied fituation at pretent, and the Europe news uncertain. 
« As the army is in rcadinefs as above,” he thinks * it is neceflary 
*¢ we fhould at this time finifh affairs, one after another, without 
« Jofs of time or delay.” 


a 


At this period the fervants of the Englith Faft-India Company 
did not prepare letters for the Nabob of Arcot; thcie therefore 
convey, a faithful picture of his mind. 


The letter from the Governor written to Mahomed Ally marks 
a plain rule of condué, equally confiftent with national juftice and 


+ Reccived 3 gth January, 1762. Appendix, No. VI. page 53. 
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found policy. He tells the Nabob #, ‘* Your future views extend 
© far beyond the ligaits of your power, and confequeatly the object 
“ of them mut be contrary to your true intereft.” With refpect 
to the King of Tanjore, “ 1 muft take the liverty to fay, you feem 
much more defirous of making a conqueft ‘of the country, 
than of fettling amicably with him; for :bough you difapprove 
‘© every article of his propolal, yet you would accept the fum he 
“ offered without meciation, you fay; that 1s, you would willingly 
take the money, but ftill be Icft at liberty, and refolve 4n your 
“ own mind to attack him, whenever you fhal find yourfelf able 
“ todofo. Is thisjuft?’ You fay, ‘ His predeceflors had not a 
“ legal right to Tanjore; and here you give me fome particulars 
* of the conqueft of Indoftan by the Mogul, in confequence of 
which all Indians acknowledged him Sovereign, aid paid him 
‘© a Pefhcufh. I think it not ar all to our prefent jurpote to en- 
“ quire into the logality of the prefent King’s rights; it is fuffi- 
“ cient that he is acknowledged by the whole country, and was 
*¢ fo long before you had a funnud for the government of the 
‘* Arcot province.” You acknowledge ‘ That you did grant him 
“¢ a funnud for thefe places,” (Elangad and Coiladdy, which the 
King defired might be confirmed to him) ‘* but that it is proper 
“ to recall it, and take the places back; becaufe, whilft they are in 
‘* your potteffion, it will enable you, whenever you think proper, 
‘to cut the bank, and thereby deprive the Tanjore country of 
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+ Dated Auguft rath, 1762. Appendix, No. VI. page 74. This letter, which 
is omitted in the ** State of Fatts,” explains the whole negotiation and preten*’ 
fions of the partics. All the papers relative to the treaty of 1762 are prihted ia 
Number VI. of Appendix, and will deferve the attention of the reader; particu- 
larly this letter, and another to the Nabob, dated 31ft of May, page: 59, which 
fhews the@iltingtion made between the King of Tanjore, a9 a fovercign prince, 


and the leffer Chiefs dependent on shi Mabod, 
« ~water.” 
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\'* water.” “ Subder Ally ‘Khan, you fay, by that means poffeffed 

‘¢ himfelf of the whole Tanjore country, and placed a garrifon in 

‘¢ the fort, and therefore it 1s proper you fhould have the power of 

‘¢ doing the fame. ' I differ from you in opinion.” The Governor 

then obferves, that if the King negleéts to perform his engage- 

ments, and it fhould at ‘* any time be neceflary to make war 

<< upon the King, it will be no difficult matter to cut the bank, 
‘< even if ‘Coiladdy and Elangad remain in his poffeffion; and I 

«« think you.tannot, tonfiftently with the dignity of your charac- 

‘© ter, revoke the Sunnud you have given.” ‘The Governor like- 

wife, with the utmoft candour and opennefs, explains the princi- 
ples upon which the Englith had acted, and in which it was their 
intention at that period to have perfevered. ‘ They have waged a 
‘© twelve years’ war in your bebalf, but tHey never. had an idea of 
‘+ foreign conquefts.” ** The fame principles which induced the 
«< Company to fpend fo. much blood and treafare in fupport of 
“* your government, will lead them equally to fuflport every other 
“ lawful government, and to maintain peace in the country, thac 
«‘ the people may be happy, and their trade flourifh.” 


Such was the. reafoning which induced the Governor and Coun- 
cil, after recommending moderation to the Nabob, and reminding 
him of his engagements taken with the King of Tanjore in the 
hour of his diftrefs, to conclude the treaty of 1762. 


The principal articles of this treaty + are, aconfirmation of ** The: 
<¢ fulland free pofleffion and, enjoyment of the diftricts of Coiladdy 
“6 and Elangad, which diftriéts the faid N abob did give and grant 
«¢ unto the faid Rajah during the late troubles, as may appear by 


4 Appeadix, Ne. VI. page 77. Datedizoth September, 1762. 
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«« the faid-Nabob’s Suanuds ;”- an engagement orf the part off the 
Rajah to pay- twenty-two Lacks of Rupees at ftated periods, “ In 
«+ full payment and fatisfactiom for or on account of Pefhcuth, and 
“ in full ef all acequntsand demands whatfoever, unto the rath day 
‘¢ of July laft paft.” The Rajah hkewife engages in future *“to pay 
«yearly, in the month of July, unto the faid Nabob Anaverdy Khan, 
© Behauder, or his fucceffors, the fum of two Lacks of Rupees, as. 
«© a Pefhcuth or tribute to the Mogul. ; And forafmuch 4s it hath 
‘ been the ufage and cuftom to make certain frefents to the Nabob 
¢ and his principal officers, at the time of paying the annual Peth- 
* -cuth, the faid Rajah doth promife to pay yearly to the: faid Na- 
‘* bob, or his fucceflors, (at the day and: time of paying the faid 
«¢ Pefhcuth) the further fum of two Lacks of Rupees as a prefent, 
‘‘ provided that no further.funa, either for Pefhcufh or Durbar 
** charges, be demanded.” The Nabob agrees. to accept the four 
Lacks annually, # And doth hereby promafe that he will not de- 
‘* mand any thidig more.” The profefled motives of the treaty 
were, ‘¢ That now it having pleafed God to reftore peace to thefe 
‘* countries, by the expulfion of the common: enemy, the faid Na- 
‘* bob, and the faid Rajah, being equally defirous that the people, 
*s whom God hath placed uader their rule, may enjoy the full fruits 
‘‘ thereof, have mutually confented to eftablith a firm friendfhip 
‘¢ between them.” The Governor and Council therefore, «* Hav- 

‘« ang greatly at heart the peace and tranquillity of ‘the countries 

‘¢ where the Company hold poffeffions, and to which. they trage,. 

*¢ fee with great fatisfa€tion the conclufion of the treaty of friend~ 

‘¢ fhip; and being willing and defirous, as much as in. us lies, to: 

 eftablith the friendfhip between them” (the Nabdh ‘god the Ra- 

jah) “ tipon a lafting foundation, do bereby promife te guaranty the pers 
“« formance of the Said treaty, being thereunto invited by: both parties 5 
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and accordingly we do hereby promife, as far a9’ in’ us lies, that 
“an cafe esther party foal fail in the performance of the articles ke hath 
«‘ hereby undertaken to perform, or any part thereof, we will to 
“ the utmott of our power aft the other party to compel dim, wha 
“ fall fail, to fulfil bis agreement, and to render due fatisfattion for 
“pis failure theron.” 


‘his treaty has been arraigned, as ‘* Highly favourable to Per- 
“ taupa, and injurious to the juft rights of Mahomed Ally +.” 
Such an idea could only proceed from an abfurd opinion of RIGHT 
which Mahomed Ally indced adopted, that the amount of Pethcuth 
* always depends on the firength of arms; that as “ He had more 
* force and power” than former Governors, * who never had the 
“* Engljb troops,” he was thereforg entitled to levy larger contri- 
butions. An admirable motive for plundering Mytfore, Tanjore, 
and the other nations of India! Such pertfaps might be the temper 
of Mahomedan conquerors; but muft Britith troops therefore be- 
come the inftruments of oppreffion ? or be employed in fo difgrace- 
fula fervice ? Was no refped due to the Rajah, whofe country fed 
our armiy in fucceffive campaigns ? Who had fupplied the neceffities 
of the Nabob in the hour of his diftrefs, and without whofe affift- 
ance Mahomed Ally could not have fubfifted with his family in his 
own fort of Trichinopoly ? Whofe country was laid wafte by the 
Marattas, in revenge for the affiftance he had given ? Was deprived of 
it’s fertility by the deftruction of the great bank of Coiladdy : 
Whofe capital was expofed to a ficge in our quarrel ? Who, during 
a long ftruggle with the French, had conftantly appeared as our 
friend, and ‘been included iv a pablic treaty as our ally? What 
claim had’ Mahomed Ally toa facrifice of honour, juttice, and nae 
tienal faith, to gratify ‘his boundléfs ambition? After a twelve 
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years’ war he had been raifed by the Britith arms to eftenfive do- 
minions, amidft the wreck of the Empire. He appropriated 
to his own ufe a tribute formerly paid to the Mogul, which his 
predeceflors in office had merely collected. Finally this right was 
eftablithed by treaty, and guarantied by the Englith to him and his’ 
fucceflors. The Rajah yielded much, and gained nothing. His 
dominions indeed, tranfmitted from his anceftors, continued in his 
poffeffion; and the Britifh faith was pledged to protect his kingdom 
from new exactions. 


The urgent diftrefs of the Nabob, and the immenfe fums ex- 
pended by the Englith during a long war, were the real caufes of fo 
unequal a conduct. 


We are told, that thg,family of Pertaupa Sing were originally 
ufurpers, and the year 1680.is the period which the author of a 
«« State of Faéts” has fixed as the commencement of this fuppofed 
ufurpation +. It is difficult to conceive for what purpofe the ab-. 
fervation was introduced, unlefs to juftify a foreign conqueft. Muft 
wo in this age obferve, that the right of fucceffion is a queftion 
which the nation alone can decide? The right of governors is re- 
lative to the governed; their interefts are alone affected; and a 
poffeffion of near a century by the prefent Rajah’s family may afford 
fome proof, that the people of ‘Tanjore did not with for a change. 
Their abbotrence of a Mahomedan Government cannot be denied ; 
and the perpetual civil wars, the poifonings and affaffinations perpe-" 
trated among the Mahomedan Governors of the Empire, form a 
ftriking contrait to the mild and gentle fway of the native Hindoo 
Princes. The author of a “* State of Fa¢ts” refers us to the hiftories 
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ef Orme and Dow for a knowledge of the fubjet. <* The relations 
“ of all travellers into Indoftan,” fays Mr. Orme +, “ abound 
« with examples of the vices of thefe Princes.” He attributes to 
thee Mahomedans. eftablifhed in India “ A cruelty of character, to 
°* which the Indians are at prefent happily ftrangers.” ** The faith 
\o Mahomed,” fays Mr. Dow f, ‘ is peculiarly calculated for 

def{potifm ; and it is one of the great caufes, which muft fix for 
* ever the duration of that {pecics of Government in the Eait.” 
After, explaining the manner in which ‘ The unlimited power, 
‘¢ which Mahomedanifm gives to every man in his own family, 
“ habituates mankind to flavery ;” and how the religion of the 
Prophet leaves ample room for the cruelty of a Prince, he adds, 
“ Governors, magiftrates, and inferior officers, invefted with the 
“< nower. of the principal Defpot, whofe will is law to the whole 
« Empire, exercife their authority with rigour.” Speaking aftcr- 
wards of the Hindoos, the fame author obferves, “¢ The fyftem of 
* religion which they profefs, is only perfectly known in the effect 
«which it has upon the manners of the people. Mild, humane, 
‘s obedient, and induftrious, they are, of all nations on earth, the 
“¢ moft eafily conquered and governed. “Phoir Government, hke 
«that of all the inhabitants of Afia, is defpotic ; yet it is in fuch 
«a manner tempered by the virtuous principles inculcated by 
‘‘ their religion, that it feems milder than the moft limited mo- 
“¢ narchy in Europe.”” 


46 Penal laws are fcarce known among the Hindoos, for their 
«« motives to bad actions are few. Temperate in their living, and 
«« delicate in their conftitutions, their paflions are calm, and they 


+ ‘* Differtation on the eftablifhments made by Mahomedan Conqueror’ in 
* India,” prefixed to his Hiftory. 
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‘have no object but that of living with comfort and eafe. Timid 
¢ and fubmiflive, from the coldnefs of a vegetable diet, they have 
‘a natural abhorrence of blood. Induftrious and “frugal, they 
“ poflefs wealth which they never ufe. Thofe countries governed 
¢* by native Princes, which lay beyond the devaftations of the Ma- 
« homedans, are rich, and cultivated to the higheft degre 
“© Their Governors encourage induftry and commerce, and it 1s Z 
“the ingenuity of the Hindoos we owe all the fine maufa€tures in 
<¢the Eat.” This author, who travelled into the country, hke- 
wife affirms, from his own experience, that ‘* The nation of 
«¢ Marattas, though chiefly compofed of Rajaputs, ar that tribe of 
« Indians whofe chicf bufinefs is war, retain the mildnefs of their 
‘* countrymen in their domeftic government,” 


“The family of Mahomed Ally appear to have been atuated by 
the general {pirit of Mahomedan conquerors. ‘The Nabob, in his 
detter to the Directors, propofes to himfelf the example of his de- 
ceafed father, who “ during his Subahdary was often under a ne- 
*¢ ceffity of punifhing him (the Rajah of Tanjore), and he ob- 
s¢ liged him to pay fums of money.” The motive is here apparent, 
and Anwar a Dean himfelf fully exprefled the temper in which 
thefe expeditions were conducted. Highly commending the zeal 
and bravery of his Commanders againft Tanjore, in a letter to the 
Englith Governor, he fays, they “ Fought very well with their 
<‘ arrows, for they fent a great number of the heathen foldiers into 
s¢ Bell, and about one hundred of their beft officers, who were 
s* richly dreffed, but fell by the /word of Mahomed +.” The averfion 
of the Tanjoreans to the government of Anwar a Dean wilk be 
cafily conceived; nor do the people appear more difpofed to fub- 
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mit to the fon. Governor Du Pré and his Council, who engaged 
to conquer Tanjore in 1771 for Mahomed Ally, in a letter to the 
Court of Direétors, the preceding year, declare, That they verily 
believe *¢ The Tanjoreans would fubmit to Hyder Ally, or to any 
‘< other power, rather than to the Nabob, becaufe of dis oppreffions 
“Ng the countries already in bis poffeffion.” 


We are told in the ** State of Faéts+,” that the prefent Rajah's 
family obtained Tanjore ** By perfidy, and poveried for near eighty 
“years by cruelty, oppreflion, and injuftice.” ‘This affertion is an 
effe& of blind zeal, becaufe the fame author in more than one place 
informs us, that, at the time of writing lis book, the ** Province is 
« one of the moft fertile and opulent countries of the Deckanf.” 
The fact 1s indifputably true. Tanjore (before the expedition in 
1771 at leaft) was in truth the garden of India. Strange effect of 
cruelty, of oppreffion, and of injuftice ! Either, therefore, the af- 
fertion has no foundation in truth, or there is a mildnefs in the 
character of a Hindoo Government, which can difarm even the 
vices of the Prince. 


It is faid, «© The ufurpation, character, and cruelty of Pertaupa 
« Sing being univerfally execrated, the Nabob, Ally Doaft Khan, 
«¢ fenthis fon, Subder Ally, from Trichinopoly, with a confiderable 
‘« force, to expel the Ufurper from Tanjore. His fuccefs was equal 
‘ to his expectations. Tanjore was taken, and Pertaupa thrown 
‘s into prifon, with an allowance of a fmall fum for his daily 
© maintenance. In thetroubles which foon after followed in the 
« Camatick, Ally Doaft and his fon were flain, and Pertaupa_re- 
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“ gained pofleflion of Tanjoret.” *The narrative is fomewhat 
brief; but if the fat be true, one queftion fhould .be refolved :--- 
How did Pertaupa Sing regain pofleffion of Tanjore ? Was his re- 
ftoration effected by an attachment of his fubjects to the peffon of, 
their Prince, or by their averfion to a Mahomedan Government / 
Both motives probably confpired. ‘The prefent caufe therefor 1s 
not the caufe merely of one man, but of a whole people. 


The author of a ‘* State of Fatts” fpeaks of feudal fabjcttion, 
and of the Nabob as feudal Lord of Tanjore. The term has hither- 
to been applied to that fyftem which the northern conquerors of 
Europe adopted, where lands were diftributed upan condition of mi- 
litary fervice, and of other duties. Thofe lands being given-upon ex- 
prefs conditions, weie forfeited if the vaflal failed to perform his 
obligation; and 1igorous as the terms may now appear, regard to 
their own fafety, amid{t a conquered people, ever ready to refift, 
and the neceffity of an army obedient to it’s leader in the cauntry 
of an enemy, were fufficient to procure the confent of the nation. 
But what fimilitude is there between regulations eftablithed by 4 
conquering tribe among themfelves, and terms impofed upon others 
by the terror of the fword? Whatever rights the Mogul Emperors 
may fcem to have obtained, by the dread of their power and ac- 
quiefcence of the nations around, moft indifputably fell with the 
Empire. The Subahdar of the Deckan, or the Phouzdar of Ar-~ 
cot, could claim no tribute in right of that Emperor whofe autho- 
rity they no longer acknowledged. If the inability of the Emperor. 
to protec& the provinces exempted the delegates of iis own 
power from the duty of obedience, furely the nations around might 
refume they independence, and hereditary Sovereigns might juftly 
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deny thofe claims, which originally had no better foundation than 
the ftrength of the Empire, and the comparative weaknels of it's 
aeiphbeurs. 


THe Rajahs of Tanjore are reprefented as mere Zemindars or 
enters, not heseditary Sovereigns. <«* About the year 1680, is 
ixed the origin of the race of Ufurpers, whom fome through de- 
, and others fram ignorance, call the kines of Tanjore+.” 
Here we have the teftimony of our author himfelf, that the race, o¢ 
familyof the prefent Rajah pofeffed Tanjore during more than ninety 
years preceding the war of 1773. By the laws of all civilized na- 
tions, poffeffion long continued is juftly deemed a folid foundation of 
private right; and the beft writers on the laws of nations have 
thought the fame reafoning much more forcibly decides on the 
claims of Sovereigns. Between them there is no judge on earth ; 
the appeal is to the fword, and their quarrels ufually terminate in 
blood. Poffeffions of Sovereigns therefore muft not be eafily dif- 
turbed, but, being long continued, ought for ever to be reputed 
juft. Were it permitted to have recourfe to ancient times, few 
Sovereigns would enjoy their rights in fecurity, and all hopes of 
peace mutt be banifhed from earth. 





Pofteffion, in the prefent inftance, is a ftronger foundation of 
right, becaufe it fubfifted at a period when the claims of the Em- 
pire were fupported with the greateft vigour. Aurungzebe died in 
1707. During twenty-feven years of his reign the family of the 
prefent Rajah governed Tanjore, Hindoo princes of the fame religion 
with their fubjects. The great abilities of Aurungzcbe, his minute 
attention to all affairs of Government, arc celebrated by hiftorians ; 
and the moft implicit obedience to his will was mgidly exacted 
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during a long reign. In the provinces of the Empire the duties of 
the feveral officers were accurately.diftinguifhed. The revenues. 
were received by the Dewans, who regularly accounted with the 
Royal Treafury ; while the Subalrdars and Phouzdars-were intrufted: 
with the command of armies. Mahomedans, unconnected with 
the provinces they governed, were feleGted for thefe fations; ang 
frequent changes kept them obedient to the hand that gave t 
their power. The potleffion of fovereign and hereditary autharify by 
the Rajahs during this period, is the moft convincing evidence, that 
‘Tanjore was never regarded, even by the Mahomedans themfelves,, 
as a part of the Empire. 


Europeans, from their firft intercourfe, have uniformly acknow- 
ledged the Rajahs of Tanjore as Sovereigns. The Dutch obtained. 
grants of territory and privileges as early as 1658 ; the French not 
before 1738; but the grants to the French Nation, which were pro- 
duced upon the reftoration made of Carrical, in purfuance of the: 
Treaty of Paris, are in terms a fale of territory upon certain con- 
ditions +. The Juncan, or duties without the town, were to be 
colleéted by the Rajah’s officers, for the ufe of his Circar, If 
a mint be eftablifhed, the cuftonfs are to be paid * In the fame 
“© manner as is w/ua/ at Negapatani{;” and provifion 13 made for 
f{upport of the Pagodas, for due refpect to their worfhip, for the 
celebration of their feafts, that the houfes of Bramins fhall not be 
polluted, and that no Europeans fhall enter into the Tanks or Pa- 
godas. In fhort, thefe grants appear to be grants of a Hindoo 
Prince; while fome, of a much later date, in the Carnatick, con- 
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yey 


C 31 ) 
vey lands in Jaghire, and are regiftered in the office of the De- 
wan +, preferving in this refpeét the ancient forms of the Empire. 


The Englith obtained Devi-Cotah in 1749; and throughout the 
eedings of the Council {, no-doubt appears to have occur- 
red\yefpefting the favereign authority of the Rajah, who. is uni- 
formly ftited the King of Tanjore. His ambaflador was received ; 
peace Concluded; Acheveram. reftored; and Devi-Cotah finally 
ceded to the Company. Admiral Bofcawen approved the treaty, 
as before he had encouraged, nay conducted the enterprize. It is 
smoreover remarkable, ahat there are letters extant, written in the 
three preceding years by Governor Floyer to THe Kina or Tan- 
jorE §, treating Pertaupa Sing as a Sovereign, at the very period’ 
when-complaints were made to Nizam ul Muluck, Subahdar of the 
Deckan, as the Superior of Anwar a Dean, father to the prefent 
Nabob of Arcot. Anwar a Dean, a ftranger in the Carnatick, was 
appointed: by Nizar ul Muluck Phouzdar of Arcot in the year 
5744, at which period rhe family of the prefent Rajah had reigned 
juft feventy four years.in Tanjore. 


The author of a “ State of Facts” is offended, that the title of 
Kinos has been given to the Rajahs.of Tanjote, and roundly affirms, 
that this title «* Was for the firft time conferred upon them in the 
“ treaty of 1762 ||" The appellation he fuppofes to. have been 
given by fome through defign, by others through ignorance. 
Surely the author has not read the hiftories of Mr. Orme and other 


+ Mr. Dow explains Dewan, or Duan, to be the Receiver-General of the 
province. fle was not merely a Receiver; he had fole management of the 
revenucs. : 

t Appendix, No. V. beginning at p, 28. 
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publications ; tie correfpondence of the Company’s fervants with 
the Rajah, with the Nabob, with each other, and with the Direc- 
tors. Ifhe had, he muft have known, that the appellation of Ky 
had been confta:tly ufed from the year 1746, before which peti 
we had little intc-courfe with the country. Men faw a Priy 
in the aétual government of his dominions. Exopreffing in thé, 
tive tonguc the idea which prefented itfelf, they naturally erpfloyed 
a term defcriptive of his ftation. The title of Kine, thus 
ed by a fucceffion cf men unconnected with each other, and 
without a poffible defign, is the ftrongeft and leaft fufptcious tefti- 
mony that the Rajahs really exercifed the rights of fovereignty. 








The firft + treaty of peace and alliance entered into by the En- 
glith with any Indian prince, was that with Pertaupa Sing in 1749. 
In the fame ycar the Rajah’s troops efcorted from Devi-Cotah to 
Trichinopoly a fimall fupply of cannon fent to Mahomed Ally : 
but the year 1751 1s the period when the Englifh more dire@lly 
engaged in his caufe. Chunda Saib, appointed Nabolf of the Car- 
natick by Murzafa Jing, really poffefled the country, and Maho- 
med Ally was negotiating the furrender of his laft fortrefs, whtn 
the affiftance of an Englith force revived his hopes. ‘The expenfe 
of this war in defence of Trichinopoly, maintained during two 
years againft Chunda Saib and the French, fell wholly on the Eaft- 
India Company ; and although in the fucceeding war, which con- 
tinued to the truce of 1754, the expenfe was fomewhat alleviated 


+ There is a letter of the Governor of Fort St. George extant, which pur- 
ports to have enclofed the treaty of alliance. The Books of Correfpondence 
have been regularly kept at the India-Houfe, but this treaty has cither not been 
fent home, or has been miflaid. The correfpondence likewife proves, that a 
new engagement of mutual affiflance between the King of Tanjore and the 
Englifh was concluded in 1760. Appendix, No, V. p. 48. 
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from the revenues of countries won by the fword, no real affitt- 
ance was given, either by the Nabob or by the Britith Nation. 


The opinions entertained during this period by Pertaupa Sing, 
by Mahomed Ally, and by the Englifh, upon the refpetive rights 
laimed by the two former, appear not only from the corre{pond- 
ettce, but from Phirmaunds which the Rajah and the Nabob 
received, or pretended to receive, from the Subahdar of the Dec- 
kan and from Delhi. The Governor, writing to the King of 
Tanjore fays, **{ congratulate your Majefty on the honours lately 
“¢ received from Court; look upon this as an omen of your future 
“‘ happinefs, and continue firm to Mahomed Ally.” He exhorts 
the King not to regard the threatening letters of Mr. Dupleix. “ If 
“© you keep ftrict to your alliance, it will not be in his power to hurt 
“ you +.” The Rajali is here treated as an ufeful ally, but no 
idea fuggefted of his dependence on Mahomed Ally. Pertaupa 
Sing explains thefe honours to be a Phirmaund from the Emperor, 
containing aflurances of protection, and of the punifhment of his 
enemies, with a direction not to pay *¢ The tribute money to any 
«one {.” This Phirmaund is faid to have been granted upon the 
favourable reprefentation made of Pertaupa Sing by the Subahdar 
of the Deckan. Admitting for a moment that it never came from 
Delhi, yet it equally tends to prove the real fituation of the Rajah. 
A future exemption from tribute is manifeftly the objcé in view ; 
but it did not occur to him, or to the author of the Phirmaund, 
that the confent of the Emperor was requilite to the Rajah’s  pot- 
{effion of that country, which his anceftors had governed in 
fucceflion in the time of Aurungzebe. The argument acquires 
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double force, whicn this paper is contrafted with a Sunnud tran. 
mitted by Mahomed Ally to the Englith Governor. The defeat of 
“he Prench before Trichinopoly, with the capture and death of 
Chunda Saib, happened in. May 17523 and in the November fol- 
lowing the Nabob enclofes a Sunnud from the Subahdar of the Dec- 
hun, which confirms him in the Government of Arcot, the Carnatick 
Trichinopoly, &c. * He may therefore with a contented and fi 
‘Canind manage the affairs thereof, colleét the revenucs, and fend 
“them to Court. Uc fhall not fpend any larger fums than evhat 
“are fipulatcd, without a proper order font him. tg that end. Ob- 
“fore this asa ftrict order 4." The former obfervation may 
he again apphed. Whether the Sunnud was really received by 
Mahomed Ally, or defigned as an oftenfible title, it equally demon- 
ftrates what were hts pretenfions. He here admits himfelf to be 
the Governor of feveral diftriéts under the Subahdar of the Dec- 
kan, deriving authonty from his Sunnud, and accountable for 
the whole revenues, deducting the ufual allowance for the expen- 
{is of the army and government. The negotiations for peace be- 
tween the French and Englifh Companies commenced in February 
1754, and the terms of truce were concluded in December. In 
this latter month, when the ‘hopes of Mahomed Ally increafed 
with the fuccefs of the Englith, he enclofed a Phirmaund, fup- 
poted to be received from Della. This inftrument does not in- 
deed command him, in the terms of the former Sunnud, **’To fond 
‘the revenues to Court ;* the Pefhcufh which hath been ftipu- 
lated is algne required ; yet the Phirmaund confirms him * In the 
«* employment of the Dewanny and Phouzdary of Arcot, as well as 
“the Killedary and Phouzdary of Trichinopoly, in the fame manner 
‘6 sit bath been ufual {.” Mahomed Ally here pretends to no inde- 
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pendent authority. The Phirmaund unites feveral offices in his 
perfon, but thefe are defcribed as the known inferior offices in the 
Empire, fubordinate to the Subahdar of the Deckan. 


. In January* preceding, the Englith Commiffarics propofed, 
XT hat the King of Tanjore fhall alfo be comprehended in this 
‘‘ treaty, and the peaceable poffeffion of his kingdom guaran- 
*¢ tied to him by the contracting parties.” The French Commi! 
faries fn their anfwer fay, ‘* With regard to Tanjore, the Marquis 
«¢ Dupleix has abready declared to the Honourable Mr. Saunders, 
** that it was in the breaft of the Tanjoreans to be at peace with 
*‘ the French, and that he would give them aflurances free from 
“ equivocation, if they on their part would Jay down thcir 
“arms +.” Neither the French nor the Englith Commiffaries 
confidered ‘Tanjore as comprehended within the limits of the Em- 
pire. The difference which prevented the conclufion of a peace 
arofe from the pretenfions of the two parties, under the names of 
thofe whom they fupported as officers of the Mogul Empire. ‘The 
Englith Commiffaries required, that Mahomed Ally fhould be ac- 
knowledged Subahdar of the Carnatick, meaning probably, from 
the ufe of that term, to claim a future exemption from all fub- 
ordination to the Deckan. The French on the other hand de- 
manded, that no oppofition fhould be made to the difpofition and 
regulations made by Salabat Jing in the Carnatick ; promifing, on 
this condition, that fome cftablifhment fhould be fecured to Maho- 
med Ally. Salabat Jing was at this time Subahidar of the Deckan, 
fuppgrted by French troops, and had already granted the Govern. 
ment of the whole Carnatick to Mr. Duplex. Had cither party 


+ Vide Proceedings of the Commiffaries at Sadras,” fubjoined to ‘* An 
«* Account of the War in India,” by Richard Owen Cambridge, Etquire. 
therefore 
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therefore prevailed in their démand, the confequence was obvious ; 
under the name of theirs ally they would really have given laws 
to the adverfe nation. All hopes of a permanent peace under thefe 
circumftances were vain; but a truce was concluded, in which 
the allics of both parties were included, retaining their prefent pof-, 
feffions. 


In a long correfpondence between the King of Tanjore and 
fucceflive Governors it appears, not only that the Rajah was uni- 
formly acknowledged as a Sovereign, but alfo as an Ally. Dur- 
ing the wars from 1751 to 17§4, letters requefting provifions 
for Trichinopoly, and acknowledging affiftance in troops, money, 
and provifions, are many, and couched in very ftrong terms. 
After this period he is informed repularly of the hopes entertained 
of peace, that a treaty had taken effe&t, that he was included, and 
that the Englifh troops fhould punifh his enemiest. Even his dif- 
putes with his neighbours were accommodated under the Gover- 
nor's mediation. 


As foon as the war between France and Britain was known in 
India, the intelligence was communicated to Pertaupa Sing, who 
declares his troops are ready to a& with thofe of the Company. 
In the courfe of this war the French befieged the capital of Tan- 
jore; yet in the fubfequent year we find a letter from the Englith 
Governor, acknowledging the affiftance of 600 Tanjorean horfe at 
the fiege of Madras. Such was the continued intercourfe with the 
Rajah, for whofe protection the Britifh faith was pledged by the 


+ Many of thefe letters will be found in the different numbers of the Appen- 
dix according to the fubje&; particularly in Appendix, No. V. from page 34 
to page 48, and in Appendix, No. XII, from page 182 to page 185, 
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treaty of 17625 yet it is noWw made a fubject of reproach +, that 
Governor Pigot and his Council did not concur with the Nabob to 
~opprefs an old Ally of the Englifh, whom they had recently engaged 
to protect {. Mahomed Ally in 1755 eagerly folicited the conduct 

hich he afterwards condemned. At this period indeed he could 
notrefide in his own fort of Trichinopoly without fupplies from 
Tanjore; and with equal prudence and gratitude he avows this mo- 
tive. But the affiftance of the Rajah was no longer seceffary, 
when the French had been driven from India §. 


When fervants of the Company labour to overthrow the rights 
of the Company, we muft not be furprifed if the fame men forget 
likewife their duty as fubjects. The Treaty of Paris has been in- 
troduced, for the purpofe probably of making a further appeal from 
the Englith to the French Nation. It were ftrange indecd if thefe 
nations, who explicitly acknowledged the nights of the King of 
Tanjore in 1754, had transferred his poffeffions to the Nabob by 
the Treaty of Paris. The two Companies had been engaged in ho- 
ftilities, long before the national war in 1756, to fupport the pre- 
tenfions of their refpective allies in India. By the Treaty of Paris it 
is therefore ftipulated, that In order to preferve future peace on 
«“ the Coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, the Englith and French 
‘© fhall acknowledge Mahomed Ally Khan for lawful Nabob of 
‘¢ the Carnatick, and Salabat Jing for lawful Subah of the Dec- 
*s kan” No idea was at this time entertained by either nation 
that Tanjore was a part of the Carnatick, or in the {malleft degree 
dependent on the Nabob. By the sith’ article of this treaty, 
all the factories which the French poffefled at the beginning of 


+ ‘State of Fatts,” p. 24. 
wt In 1760 a treaty of mutual affiftance was concluded. Vide Appendix, 
No. V. page 48. 
§ Pondicherry was taken in 1761. 
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the year 1749 were to be reftored. Mr. Law, who from his 
long refidence in India had acquired a perfect knowledge of the 
country, was appointed Commiffary on the part of the French 
King to execute the treaty, and to accept the reftitution therein 
promifed. He arrived in India the latter end of the year 176%. 
Inthe preceding year Tuljaujee had fucceeded his father Pertaupa 
Sing as hereditary Sovereign of his dominions. Mr. Law ex- 
prefled no doubt of his right; on the contrary, in his firft 
Ietter, he congratulates the King on his fucceffion, and * informs 
him of the obje& of his miffion. He apples for a reftitution 
of Carrical in the Kingdom of Tanjore, which, as he exprefics 
himfelf, writing to the King, ‘* Had been granted to us by your 
‘¢ predeceflors +.” In a letter of the fame date to Mahomed Ally, 
Mr. Law addicfles him by the appellation 1 “ Lord Nabob, whote 
“ puiflance is derived from the throne imperial ;”” informs him, 
that he was fent by the King of France ** To renew the ancient 
“ friendfhip which was between your nation and our’s, between 
«¢ your predecefiors and the French Chicfs fettled in the Carna- 
“ tick. This country is in your own dependence.” Mr. Law there- 
fore applies to the Nabob for the reftoration of Pondicherry and 
it’s dependenctcs ; but no mention is made of the French Scttlement 
in Tanjore, becaufe Mr. Law well knew this was no part of the 
Carnatick. The reftoration of Carrical firft took place. A difpute 
arote, whether, from the terms of the treaty, a Pefhcufh, which had 
been remitted fince the year 1749, remained due to the King of 
Tanjore. While the conteft was depending between the Commif- 
faries, Mr. Law again writes, requefting the negotiation with the 
Nabob, refpecting the reftoration of Pondicherry, may be forward~ 


+ Appendix, No. VILE, page 100, 
| Ibid. page 99. 
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ed +; and afterwards, wheu engaged, with the Englith Commiffary- 
and the Nabab’s officer, in afcertaining the diftriéts belonging to 
Pondicherry, he again requefts the good offices of the Englifh with 
the’ Rajah of Tanjore ¢; but no idca occurs of the Nabob's 
{uperiority, or that he had any iight to interfere. In the fo- 
lemn act of reftitution, the diftricts of Carrical, &c. are reftored §, 
“Subject, with refpect to the Government of Tanjore, to 
“the fame yearly tribute with which they were charged before 
“the commencement of the year 1749, In cate the Kinc or* 
“ Tanjore fhald demand it ||.” 


To thefe proofs of the rights of the Rajah we may add the tef- 
timony of Mr. Du Pre and his Council, after they had undertaken 
to conquer Tanjore in. 1771. The Nabob in 1772 was detivous of 
an addrefs by Arruzdafht from the Governor and Council, which 
mode of addrefsis there explained to be an acknowledgment of tupe- 
riority im him to whom it ismade. ‘The Council were divided in 
their opinions how far it might be proper to gratify the Nabob by 
degrading the Company. The majority yiclded to his with; but 
even they agree, that « The Rajah of ‘Tanjore, “tll his late hu- 
** mihation,” (by the expedition of 1771) “never confidercd lini- 
“tclf as a dependent on the Nabob; he held himifelf equal to 
“him at leaft. He paid ’us true an acknowledginent yearly to 
© the Empire, but confidcred the Nabob a3 no more than the de- 


+ Appendix, No. VIEL. p. rog. 

t Ibid. p. 142. 

& Ibid. p 124. 

| The papers relative to the refitution made in confequence of the treaty 
of Panis aie printed in Appendix, No. VIL. “Phe Rajah is by both parties 
filed Kine of Vanjore, is confidered as a tovereign prince, and the chuins of 
the French Nation were wholly derived from the grants of his aocettut is 
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« puty or the officer of that Empire, authorifed to receive that 
* acknowledgment ; while he, the Rajah, held his kingdom by 
«s inheritance, and exercifed every a&t of independent fovereignty 
«init. Jtis no wonder then that he fhould not have ufed’ the 
‘© Arruzdafht ; it might rather have been expected; that he would 
‘© Jiave aflumed a character of fuperior dignity to that of the Na- 
“* bob, whofe office is conftitutionally revocable at pleafure *.” 
The addrefs ufed from the Rajah to the Nabob was afcertained by 
tlic teftimony of interpreters {killed in the language and cuftoms 
of the Eaft, and affented to by both parties ; the fact therefore 1s 
indifputable +. We fthall add only one obfervation ; that forms of 
addrefs, continued by the fucceffion of office, are often the beft evi- 
dence of ancient rights. 


nw 


we 


The reader may poffibly be of opinion, that, previous to the treaty 
of 1762, the claims of the Nabob to tribute from the Rajah were 
extremely doubtful. The Nabob himfelf declares, that the affair 
of Pefhcufh was uncertain ; it was therefore a proper fubje& of 
treaty. His pretenfions are avowedly formed on his own ftrength 
compared with that of former Governors, and on the fupport of 
Englith troops; the Englith therefore might juftly refufe the 
affiftance of thofe troops to enforce exorbitant demands, or even 
employ them to compel a reafonable accommodation. ‘ A Se- 
“‘ vereign,” fays Prefident Montefquieu, ‘* who is always in that 
“¢ ftate in which he forces or is forced, cannot complain of a 
“* treaty he has been compelled to fign : this would be to complain 
“* of his natural ftate.” Such a plea, once admitted, would for ever 


deftroy.the faith of treaties, and annihilate thofe obligations which 
alone can preferve peace on earth, 


* Appendix, No. XIX. pages479 and 480. + Ibid. p. 474. 
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At is new.fad, that the treaty of 1762 was porfonal, and ex- 
ipived at the death of. Pettaupa Sing. .AH writers on the law of 
matiane agree, that the omiffion of fucceffags will .not render a 
treaty perfonal.- Itis a queftion of conftru@ion from the fubject 
mnatter, snd:the prefumption isin favour.of it’s continuance, ¢lpe- 
cially-if intended to afcertain Jitigated or uncertain claims. No 
writer'on the law-of mations thas yet appeared fo great an enemy 
to-miukind as:to maintain, that atreaty which tends to preforve 
peatescan.be confidered as .perfonal, unlefs the oxprefs terms of 
the troaty' raguire st. Jo. the ,prefent inftance we need not regard 
it asa-queltion of conftru&ion, for the Nabob .has given the moft 
cleat, ftrong, and decile acknowledgments that the treaty yet 
{ub atts. 


When Peftaupa Sing died, two of the/Kilts Aipulsted -were.not 
become due. ‘Thefe were. paid by'his fucoeflor Tuljaujee, who like- 
wife continued to pay the annual Pethcuth, The payment and 
acceptance of thefe ameunted to.an .exprefs declaration, . that both 
parties confidered the treaty as a fubfifting obligation. Pertaupa 
Sing died the 16th December 176% On the grft of the:iame 
month the Nabob fent .a fpecial Ambaflador te. congratulate the 
fon on, bis acceflion +. The Vackeelicarried a préfent and.a letter, 
in which .the Nabob declares, that -Pertaupa Sing ‘was to him-a 
brother, and he wauld regard Tuljaujec as .a fon; and .concludes 
thedetter with an affurance of friendthip in hisewn hand-writing, 
‘6 Ag man.is to a:garden fo'will I be to youj.” Phe sRajah 
io anfwer informed the Nabob, that he .had. held: ithe cuftomary 
Durbar, and would according to the requeft of his Vackeel fulfil 


+ Nabob’s letter to the Governor, Appendix, Ne. VIL. p. gu 
} Thid. pages g1 and 92. 
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the treaty. The Nabob wrote a congratulatory. letter on that 
event, and gave new affurances of friendfhip, if the Rajah obferved 
the treaty +. 


The Nabob indeed, conftant to his obje&, the poffeffion of Tan- 
jore, did not write thefe letters before he had tempted the new Go- 
vernor. Mr. Palk fucceeded Governor Pigot in November 19763. 
In a Jetter to Governor Palk, dated the 17th of December, the Na- 
bob fays, ‘* Yefterday morning Pertaupa Sing, Rajah of Tanjore, 
* died fuddenly, not without fufpicion that his fon and Monack- 
“ jee were the perpetrators of it.” « I thought it requifite to 
«¢ advife you.immediately of this.ftrange and cruel murder, which 
“is properly incumbent on me to cnquire into. I requeft you 
«* to favour me with your advice and opinion on this occafion as 
«« foon as you can.” He fuggefts danger from the Rajah and his 
General Monackjec, and concludes, ‘Prudence dictates that we be 
«© beforehand with them, if poffible, in the meafures to be pur- 
** fued, before they are fully fettled and their power eflablifoedt.” 


The Governor difcouraged the ambitious views of Mahomed 
Ally, and informed him, that he had already written a letter to 
Tuljaujee||, “* And exprefled his hopes, that by purfuing the fame 
«« meafures, and fulfilling the engagements of his. deceafed father, 
** he will preferve the friendfhip which has long fubfifted be- 
‘© tween the Government of ‘Tanjore, the Englifh, and your 
© Excellency.” The decifion of Mr. Palk produced that § pro-- 
fufion of compliments which we have before remarked. The 


Appendix, No. VII. p. 93. 
t Ibid. p. 81. ' 
t| Ibid. p. 89. 
§ That this wacthe motive of the Nabob appears from his letter to the Go- 
wernor, Pp. Ql. 
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ftony of the murder was no more heard of; nay, amidft all the 
calumnies heaped upon the unfortunate Rajah, the tale is not at 
this day revived. 


We are now told, that + “No fooner had’ his father expired, 
** than he removed from his prefence every perfon fufpected of 
* being attached to the Nabob of Arcot. Monackjee, aname well 
“ known in the annals of India, had often faved Pertaupa Sing-frofh 
“ the confequencgs of his own rafh and profligate condude” This. 
* old warrior, grown grey in the feivice of the family, was dif- 
“ graced and imprifoned.” After the death of Pertaupa Sing, Ma- 
homed Ally himfelf, in his letters, reprefents Monackjee as the fa- 
vourite of the young Rajah {. A report indeed prevailed in Ma- 
dras in the year 1770, that this old warrior, grown grey in the 
fervice of the Rajah’s family and in the wars of Mabomed' Ally, 
would be difgraced ;, but in the fucceeding year he appears to have 
commanded the Rajah’s army againft the Marawar Polligar |{;_ and 
General Jofeph Smith, in 1773, fays Tanjore was furprifed with lit- 
tle Jofs on our fide, “ The Rajah and his family, Monackjee and his 
© fons, two of whom are wounded, bemg prifoners. The fituation 
“© of the Rajah is truly pitiable, and likewife Monackjec’s.” 
‘Thefe therefore the General rqquefts may be treated in a manner 
fuitable “« To the rank they once held in this country§.” 


The author of a * State of Fats,” if he cannot explain away 
the engagement of the Englith in the treaty of 1762, is defirous of 
proving, that the fubfequent conduét of Pertaupa Sing and his fon 
deftroyed all obligation of the guarantce. * On the firft dCoafjon 


4+ © State of Facts,” p. 34. 
4 The Nabob's letter, Appendix, No. VII. p. 88. 
|| Appendix No. XXI, p. 576. 
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¢ that offered itfelf, Pertaupa exhibited marks of his rooted aver- 
+¢ fion to the Englifh as well as tothe Nabob. He inftigated 
«¢ Ufoff Khan to rebel ; he and his fon aided their rebellion with 
«¢ their native troops +.” In proof of this chargt one extraét of a 
otter from Pertaupa Sing is produced, which, if:gerrume, fhews 
his confidence in the Erglith and diftruft of the Nabob. ‘He ad- 
yifes Ufoff Khan, who appears to have received two letters, one in 
Engtth the other in Perfian, not to-go from Madura in confequence 
of the Perfian letter: ** You thould take fecurtty from fome man 
‘© of confequence in Madras, and then you will be fafe.” 


The other letters from Ufoff Khan to Pettaupa Sing ‘tend to 
fhew, that Ufoff Khan was well informed of the injuries which 
the Rajah had fuftained from the Nabob: ‘ That the mourid and 
«* watercourfes are broken; that ‘the revenues of the Tanjore 
«© country depend upon their being in good order :” ‘That the Ra- 
jah had applied to the Englifh Governor for juftice, and waited the 
event. ‘Ufoff Khan thinking the Rajah irritated by thefe injuries, 
plainly hoped to engage him in the common caufe, and requefted 
him to fend his Vackeel to obtain the affiftance of the Marattas and 
of the French. That the injuries were real, but that thefe never 
produced upon the mind of Pertaupa Sing, or of his fon Tuljaujee, 
the cffett which Ufoff Khin expected, and which probably the 
Nabob intended, will be clearly evinced. 


Madura is a fort fituated at a confiderable diftance from the Na- 
bob/s-poffeffions in the Carnatick, formerly dependent on the Hin- 
So Princes who governed in Trichinopoly. This country ‘was in 
1757 the fcene of a former revolt, when Maupheus Khan, the 


+. Page 25. The letters here mentioned appear in an Appendix to the “¢ State 
“© of Fadts.” 
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elder brother of Mahomed Ally, who now “ Lives with him in 
“ great harmony at Chepauk},” attempted to eftablifh himfelf in 
independence. *Ufof Khan was, without exception, the moft gal- 
Jant and enterprizing foldier, who appeared among the Mahome- 
dans while the French and Englifh were contending for fuperiority 
in India. During the wars of Trichinopoly he was frequently em- 
ployed by Major Lawrence on the moft important and dangerous 
fervice: His activity under Major Prefton, in diftrefting the enemy 
when before Madras, greatly conduced to the fafety of the place, and 
cftablithed his reputation. The mutual jealoufy which atterpares 
arofe between him and the Nabob, was a natural cfleé of merit 
under a Moorifk Government. ‘ The field of fortune,” fays Mr. 
Orme, “ is-open to every man who has courage enough to make 
“¢ ufe of his fword, or to whom nature has given fuperior talents 
“of mind.” Among thefe foldiers of fortune, a man highly dif- 
tinguifhed becomes the rival of his mafter; and regard to his own 
{afety is.a frequent caufe of rebellion. 


‘Whatever motives inftigated Ufof Khan to revolt, the Englith, 
in fupport of the Nabob’s Government, were obliged to reduce him. 
Thi tiege of Madura commenced in June 1763, but the place was 
not taken before O&ober in the fuececding year. On the 6th of 
December 1763 the Governor writes to the King of Tanjore, that, 
«“ On account of the heavy rains, the Englith army drew off thei 
‘¢ cannon and ftores from before Madura,” but that the fiege will be 
renewed. ‘ My defire therefore is, that you continue your affiftance 
if poifible more. than you have hitherto done}. In January 1764, 
the Rajah Tuljaujce, in anfwer to a letter written to his father, ob- 
ferves, that a body of his horfe had attended the army from th¢ be- 


° +, Original Papers, p. 125. 
{ Dated 6th December, 1763. Appendix, No. XIII. p. 190, 
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pinning of the expedition. On the 19th of March 1764 the Nabob 
informs the Governor, that he had laid.a fcheme for difperfing the 
Rebel’s people in the forts of the Tinnevelly countries and of Da- 
vood Khan his friend; that he had aflembled troops for this pur- 
pofe. ‘Some are already arrived, and fome are conaing, dite 
“© hundred horfe from the King of Tanjore arrived here this day +.” 

From aletter of the Governor to the Nabob, dated 26th April it ap- 
pears, that 309 T'anjorean horfe had likewifc attended the army before 
Madura.from the beginning of the expedition, and « Lately double 
« Alienumber t.” On the capture of Madura the Governor, 
writing to the King of Tanjore, expreffes his with that. the fame 
‘© friendfhip may continue ||. ‘* For my part you may depend on. 
«« my. conftant attention te promote thefe views, and 1 depend. on: 
«« the Nabob's and your hearty concurrence, affured‘that. no other. 
** Power will then be able to diftusb fo united a Government.” 


During the whole of this war the Nabob laboured to provoke: 
hoftilities from the Rajah, in expeCtation of adding Tanjore to his 
other dominions. 


The River Cavery, which rifes in the mountains.on the Coaft of” 
Malabar, after a courfe of near 400 miles, divides itfelf into two. 
branches. ‘The one called the Coleroan, hounding Tanjore to the 
north, runs immediately into the fea. ‘The other branch, taking a 
longer courfe, again fubdivides itfelfinto many fmaller ftreams, in- 
terfefting the whole country. From thefe ftreams the natives, 
with an induftry unknown under a Mahomedan Government, have 


+ ndix, No.. XIII. p, ror. 
Dated 2oth April, 1764. Appendix, No. XIII. p. 1946 
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by innumerable channels fupplied water to their grain. Within 
20 miles of tlie firft feparation, the Coleroon and Cavery approach 
fo near toeach other, that the divifion has been fupported by a great 
banks for the defence of which a fort was erected at Cuiladdy. ‘This 
fort being takensby the French in 1754, “ They immediately cut 
‘ through the great bank, which preventing the waters of the Ca- 
“« very from running into the channel of the Coleroon, may be 
“* called,” fays Mr. Orme +, * ‘Fhe bulwark of the fertility of the 
«« ‘Tanjre country.” ‘The injury at that thne was thoughrgFYo 
much importafice to our Alfy, that we no fooner regained the fort, 
than a large detachment of the army was ftationed there to protect 
the workmen employed in the repairs. We may. likewife remem- 
ber, that in the negotiation preceding the treaty of 1762, the Na- 
bob was defirous of regaining the diftriG of Coiladdy, declaring, 
that the pofleffion of it had enabled Subder Ally to place a garriton. 
in Tanjore, and to conquer the country f. 


a 


This bank, the deftrudtion of which was the greateft mifchief the- 
Tanjore nation could fuftain, requires frequent repairs, efpecially on. 
the approach of the rainy feafon. Previous to the commencement || 
of the expedition againft Madura, complaints had been made by the 
Rajah of the injuries his country fuftained from the defects of the 
bank, which the Nabob would not permft him to repair. In a 
Ictter on this fubjeét, he requefts the Englifh Governor to enquire 
into former cuftoms, applies to him as a mediator, and intreats the 


+ Page 360.. 

t Appendix, No. VIL. p. 71. 

{} Appendix, No. XIII. p. 186. The expedition againt Madura commei.-d 
in June 1763, and it appearsthat complaints had then béen made fome timy, 
before. 
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Governor to do juitice between them-+.< The arrears of tribute, iti- 
pulated by the treaty of 1762, had been affigned bythe Nabob to 
the Cumpany towards the difcharge-of his debt. Three Kifts at 
that time remained due; and the Rajah fufpected that the intention 
of Mahomed Ally was, ‘by diftrefiing his country,.to render him 
unable to pay the money, for the purpofe of embro#ling him with 
the Englifh. It appears that the Nabob, defirous.of preventing all 
explanation, had promifed to repair the bank, provided no Vackeel of 
thefrepab refided at Madras}; but the infidious defign of this con- 
dition Became evident from his affeled delays, dn April 1764 
the young Rajah had difcovered his purpofe ; for he writes, “* This 
“« is the time to expect water in the Cavery river, but it is the Na- 
‘* bob's refolution to hinder it, and-thereby to ruin this country, 
¢ and then poflefs it himfelf|].”-. The Governor had in vain repre- 
fented to the Nabab that thé French would foon return, that the 
Rajah might be driven to defpair, and form other connexions. 
On the 24th May he obferves, that the Nabob appeared unwilling 
he fhould interfere ; urges the ftrongeft arguments from regard to 
the Nabob’s own fecurity, reminds him of his former adverfity, of 
their joint folicitations at Tanjore, and that the Rajah’s friendfhip 
may again be neceflary. Laftly, the Governor adds, that all per- 
fons whom he had confulted agreed, that the bank ought to be re- 


+ Appendix, No. XII. p. 201, 202. 

1 Tt appears from a letter of Major Lawrence, that the Nabob was offended 
at the application of the Rajah to the Englith, That the Nabob required the 
Rajah not to fend a Vackecl to Madras is aflerted by the Rajah, Appendix, No. 
AMT. p. 1925 and it appears, by the fubfequent letters of the Governor to 
the Nabob, that no credit was given to his reprefentations of the hoftile in- 
Pat the Rajah, made while the Tanjorcan horfe were ferving in the Na- 

b’s canfe before Madura. 
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paired; but.that he thould fend a Gentleman to examine thie {pot, 
who would make an exact report. He concludes his letter to Ma- 
honted Ally by faying, “ The trac of country to be protected on 
*¢ the Coaft is wery confiderable, and our attention ought to be cm- 
“ ployed in preferving peace and tranquillity here, inftead of en- 
“* gaging in the quarrels of others, to the detriment, perhaps to the 
‘* entire lofs of our own. Let us endeavour to reconcile, if poflible, 
“ ourfy{tem of politicks to our intereft ; and take care of ey 
“ things you are, already poffefled of, without entering ou a preca- 
“* rious purfeit, and thereby putting every thing to the ilk +." 


When the report was made, it appeared, that the repair of the 
bank could produce no pofhible injury or inconvenience to the coun- 
tries in the pofleilion of the Nabob; on the contrary, the breaches 
being continued would endanger a Pagoda in the d of Scring- 
ham, dependent on Trichinopoly.t: Atter many frivofou¥ delays, the 
remonftrances of the Governor at length prevailed. Mahomed 
Ally, with great reluctance, gave a fullen affent, and the banks were: 
sepaired under the in{pection of an Englith Gentleman deputed by 
the Council for that purpote. 


Had the Rajah affifted Ufoff Khan under thefe provocations, 
who could have condemned his conduét? yet, confiding in juftice 
from the Englith, he fent a body of horfe to the army before Madu- 
ra, who continued there during the whole fiege. He fent another 
body of 300 horfe to reduce the country of ‘Tinnevelly in conjunc- 
tion tvith other troops; and he affirms in one of his letters, what, 
if not true, muft have been inftantly difproved, that 600 of his horfe 
had for fome months encamped on the Plain near Trichinopoly, at 


+ Dated 24th May 1764. Appendix, No. Kill. p. 204. 
} Ibid. 206. 
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the exprefs requeft of the Nabob +. Thefe forces were maintained 
by the Rajah at his fole expenfe ; while it appears from the Nabob’s 
own letters, that he allowed battato the troops of Tondimdn, of 
the Marawars, and other Polligars f. We fhall new clofe this pe- 
riod with fome extraéts from the correfpondence, in which Gover 
nor Palk expreffes his fenfe of the Rajah’s friendly condu, and our 
obligations to protcét him. The Governor writes, ** ] am well fatis- 
Epil of your inclination to affift Madras on every emergency, and 
“ youtencouraging the exportation of grain in this time of {carcity 
“is a trefh inftance of your regard.” On the 26th of June § the Go- 
vernor,acknowledging the Rajah’s affiftance againftfome difcontented 
Polligars, fays, “ By the blefling of God, while we continue thus mu- 
“ tually to aft each other, the whole Carnatick will enjoy the blef- 
“ {ings of peace.” He informs the Rajah that a battalion of roco 
Scpoys had marched to thofe parts, and adds, “* Any troops which 
“ Gauderow therefore may have left there may now be with- 
“drawn, and Tthank you and him for your ready affiftance.” 
When departing for Europe, after affuring the Rajah * of ¢ The ftri& 
“« regard of this Government at all times to fee the treaty guaran- 
«“ ticd by us fincerely kept and pundtually obferved, and which 
«© by the blefling of God will never be infringed,” he writes, « Yet 
© ] will agai repeat, that as you have on your part performed 
+ Thiscffertion is made in a Jetter reccived roth April, 1764, Appendix, 
p- 193. tis repeated ina letter received 14th of May following, which adds, 
that the troops had remained there two months, and gives an account of the Na- 
bob’s ill-treatment of the Rajah's officer, Appendix, p. 199. The.truth or 
falichood of this aflertion muft have been known to the Governor, becaafe the 
English army was engaged farther to the fouthward before Madura, ani a 
conftant intercoufe fubfiited between Madras and the camp. 
t Appemlix, No. XIII. p. 189. 
| a8th April, 1766. Appendix, No. XIT. p. 183. 
§ 26th June, 1766. Ibid. ibid. 
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every engagement entered into, it is our full intention to perfc- 
vere in enforcing the fpirit and true meaning of it on the Nulcé 
“* uifo in every inftance.” ¢ I hall reprefent to the Company in a 
‘* proper manner the fincerity of your attachment, and your de- 
pendence on their fupport ; and I take upon me to promile, / 
their name, that while you continue the friendfhip and good con- 
duét which you have hitherto obferved, your government. will 
by entirely protected, and no infringements of the treatyeay ith 
‘* be fuflered togake place +.” ; 


é¢ 


6c 


ec 
Ge 
66 


4e 


The fecond inftance of pretended hoftility from the Rajah is vet more 
unfortunate than the firft. We are told, ¢ Ele entered into clcfe 
“ connexion with Hyder Ally. He gave him valuable pre- 
‘ fents, and he furnithed him with provisions, which enabled him 
‘ to carry the war to the pates of Madras. All thee are incontro- 
“ vertible facts; for Tuljaujec’s correfpondence with Hyder fell 
‘into the hands of the Englifh.” Three extraéts of letters are 
given inthe Appendix. The firft, part of a letter from ‘Tuljaujcc, 
proves, that he had advanced to Hyder four Lacks of Rupees. Nci- 
ther the time nor the occafion appear, but from circumftances men- 


n 


cs 


tioned inthis broken correfpondence. Hyder’s anfwer fays, ‘The 
«© Englith troops are retired from my country ;” again, * To annoy 
«¢ the enemy, *tull I can march the main body of my army againitl 
“© them, I have fent Lallamia into the Payen Ghaut” (Carnatick) 
«© with five or fix thoufand horfe ; betides there are in rcadinefs to 
«« follow him two commanders, each having under his command 
“four thoufand horfe and five thoufand Sepoys.” "This cos- 


ial 


refponcence therefore pafled at the period when the Englith army 
had returned into the Carnatick, and when this country was mvaded. 


+ Vide Appendix, No. XII. from page 182 to pane 185, 
t * State of Fadts,” p. 26. 
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by Hyder Ally. Lc adds in the fame letter, “ You need not fear 
« the encmy ; depend upon your-ftrength, and give go money to 
“them, nor fend them any troops, but put them off with delays.” 
Hyder therefore knew he was writing to a man, whp might be in- 
duced from fome motive to give money and fend troops to his enemies 
the Nabol and the Englifh. In the third piece produced, the Ra- 
jah fays, ** You write me, that sow there is friendfhip between us, 
“* Lfhould confider your troops and your wealth as mine, apd re- 
‘© polit myfelf in pleafure and eafe of mnd; your Vackeel verbally 
* confirmed this, which has made me happy beyond expreffion. As it 
‘* is your intention to add to the profperity of my country, J Aave 
< no apprebenfions.” ‘The friendthip therefore was recently eftablith- 
ed, and the apprebenfions of the Rajah removed by a promife of 
protection, In truth he had, by the payment of a fum of money, 
appeated an enemy, who had refented the ravages committed 
in Mytore by the Tanjorean horfe, in conjunétion with the 
Englith troops. The affiftance given to the Englith firft drew 
the refentment of Hyder upon the Rajah; yet is a compofirion thus 
paid to a conquering enemy, provoked by our injufticc, now im- 
puted to this unfortunate man as.a crime. 


The pretcnce for this war was affiftance promifed by-an. unne- 
ecflary treaty to the Subahdar of the Deckan,: but.the real abject 
was the conqueft of the Myfore country. ‘The recent ufurpation 
of Hyder, together wah the report of a: general difaffetion to his 
government, made by a man who was fuppofed to: know the coun- 
try, encouraged the attempt. 


T he Vacksel of Hyder Ally at Madras was directed to 2nfonm his 
matter in anfwer to complaints + of hoftilities begun, that “‘ The 


+ agth June, 1567. Appendix, No. XI. pP 367. 
“¢ Englith 
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« Englith had no quarrel with the Myfore Government ; on the 
‘« contrary, it is well known, that we were defirous of living on 
“ terms of friendfhip, and for that purpofe Mr. Bourchier was {ent 
*< to treat with Hyder Ally. As allies to Nizam Ally+, and Jag- 
*¢ hiredars, we were obliged to follow the Subahdar’s ftandard, 
* without being enemies to Hyder Ally.” Profeflions are made 
of a‘difpofition to preferve peace ; but fcveral places are mentioned 

as ‘* Requifite for the fecurity of the Carnatick,” which, poflefled 
by the Nabob, would expofe Myfore to invafion. Hyder therefore 
applied Liatele with great addrefs, to detach the Subahdat from 
an alliance with the Englifh ; and the known object of the Nabob’s 
ambition enabled him to effect his purpofe. In April 1765 Maho- 
med Ally had written to the Directors, of an invitation received 
from {everal Chiefs ta take upon himfelf the Government of the 
Deckan; and although they had very wifely difcouraged the at- 
tempt, yet this favorite defign does not appear to have been en- 
tirely abandoned. The Subahdar of the Deckan therefore was ea- 
fily perfuaded to regard his allies as more dangerous than his former 
enemy; and unwilling to aggrandize the Nabob, by adding My- 
fore to his dominions, agreed to join his own forces with thofe of 
Hyder Ally. 


a 


This fecret treaty was concluded at a time when the fupply of 
the Englifh army depended in a great meafure on the Subahdar. 
A difcovery of the treachery intended, reduced General Smith to 
the neceffity of retiring towards the Carnatick. ‘T'o intercept him 
in his march became the great object of Hyder and Nizam Ally, 
who flow openly united their armies, A battle enfued on the 2d 
September 1767, and the combined forces were defeated with the 


¢ + Subahdar of the Deckan. 
O lofs 
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lofs of 4000 men. A fecond victory on our part obliged the Su- 
bahdar to fue for peace; aud had no fchemes of conquett inter- 
vened, the war at this time might have been honourably concluded. 

A treaty was however figned, by which the Subahdar declare” the 
Nabob of Myfore depofed as a rebel, and authorifed the conqueft of 
that country. 


We muft here mention a tranfaétion at the commencement of 
thys war, which ftrongly marks the reftlefs {pirit of Mahomed Ally. 
The Rajah of Tanjore reprefented to the Governor an attempt to 
deftroy the banks of the Cavery, repaired in 1764 under the in- 
ipeQion of an Englith deputy from the Council; that the Nabob 
did not think proper to break the banks openly, but had ordered an 
old watercourfe to be enlarged, and the mouth of it opencd in fuch 
a direction, as muft citectually ruin them when the water increaf- 
ed in the river. Upon the remonftrances of the Governor, the 
Nabob confented to fhut up this.new channel in the latter end 
of the year 1767 +3 yet no fooner had he finifhed the treaty with 
the Subahdar, than, thinking the congueft of Myfore certain, he 
difclofed new projects againft the King of Tanjore }, at the very 
moment when 3000 of the King’s troops were ating with Colonel 
Wood in the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly. He revives the old tales 
of Doaft Ally, Subder Ally, and the other planderers of Tanjore; and 
then remarking, that the King had cfcaped being pillaged by the 
Subahdar, propofes to make him pay 25 Lacks of Rupees. “ ‘The 
‘¢ {carcity of money in the Company’s treafury, and the impor- 


* The correfpondence refpecting this fazhye& is contained in Appendik, No. 
XIII, from page 222 to page 216. 

} ‘The trgaty with the Subahdar was concluded the 3d February 1768, and 
ae, Rha ellie is dated the gth of March. Vide Appendix, No. XI. p. 169. 
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tance. of the expedition now on foot to remove a powerful + cne- 
my, in great friendfhip with the French, and who, in cafe of a 
“* war between*the Englith and French, will doubtlefs fupply the 
“« latter with all: neceflary fuccours, (which makes his extirpation 
“6 highly neceffary );" thefe confiderations, the Nabob fays, ** Added 
“* to the great difficulty of colleGting money from the country, on 
“* aocount of former troubles and apprehenfions of new ones, in- 
«© duced me to put you in mind of this plan, which is confiftent with 
“* the cuftoms of the country refpecting the fame. However, what- 
ever *you in your great wifdom may determine upon, I fhull 


efteem beit.” 
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Mr. Palk had refigned the Government in January 1767. No 
fooner had this change taken place, than the Nabob renews his at- 
tempt to deftroy the banks of the Cavery, and confequently the 
fertility of Tanjore. The approaching war, together with the re- 
monitrances of the Governor, who thought the jun&tion of the 
Tanjorean horfe neceflary, fufpended the execution of this defign ; 
yet no fooner had the treaty with the Subahdar relieved him from 
one enemy, than he returns to his favourite obje&. The low ftate 
of the Company’s treafury, and the exhaufted condition of his own 
country, are made pretences for plundering lis neighbours. "Phe 
intended effect of the money to be obtatued was worthy of the 
other part of This plan,” ---the extirpation of Hyder Ally. 


The Governor in anfwer declares, that the Rajah had fhewn too 
little regard to their interefl ; ** Yet as no mention is made, ‘in any 
<< pact of the treaty, that he is obliged to join us on any occafion,” 
the Governor oppofes making the demand of mongy 3. ** Efpecially 
#¢ as his condudt fince has in fome meafure made aNends for jt, 


+ Hyder Afly, 
‘6 a body 
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‘© a body of his troops + being gw ieee liane Colonel Wood.” 
However, as tle Biajah will be. {cured in the enjoy- 
ment of bas: poffefiions, the Governor agrees td ft that he 
will bear a further part of the burthen of the war ; - “are whe- 
“ ther he will voluntarily confeut thereto may be doubted: for a’, 
“¢ by the treaty with him, we have deprived ourfélves of every pre- 
“© tence to infft upon it, were we to make fuch a demand, it might 
* be conftrued 2 breach of treaty, and bring a véproach'upon your 
«© Excellency, as well as upon ourfelves, of a breach of our faith ; 
« which, bound as we are by fuch folemn engagements, tve ought 
‘* {crupuloufly to avoid giving the Jeaft foundation for }.” 


The event of the war afferded the Rajah no opportunity of mak- 
ing a liberal return for ** The peaceable enjoyment of hie poffef- 
‘* fions” under our protection, The Nabob, encouraged by our 
firft fuccefs, thought the Phouzdary of Myfore within his grafp ; 
but the officers to avhofé care he-had committed the forts we had 
taken, either from treachery or cowardice, betrayed their charge. 
The army, unable to fubfift in an enemy’s country, retired into the 
Carnatick ; and the Rajah, without defence, was compelled tohum- 
ble himfelf before an enemy, whofe country had been ravaged by 
his troops. 


Hyder Ally was originally defirous to avoid awar. He obferves, 
that he had written a letter to the Governor of Bombay by a Vac- 
keel, axhg wad Yetit bagk ‘without an anfwer§; “ Therefore my 
« heart," he fays, ‘* cannot confent to write him again.” Yet he 


$ 3000. 


{ This plat and honeft Anfwer appears in Appendix, No. Xs pages 169 
and 170. = 
Clu to Mr. Hornby, Appendix, No. XI. p, 167. 
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applitdts ‘My. Homiby, Chief at Tcllicherry, reprefenting the at- 
tentioty he had paid to’ the Company's commerce; that « Thefe dif- 
“«¢ putes only ruinthe-country”; « So by difputes both ‘parties will 
“ be loférs; therefore you muft come between, and advife the Go- 
“ Wettior of Borhbap-to wrikets thofé df Madras, and make peace.” 
He cofichidts, «« Thi Céttpiny ahd mie difputing, neither will be 
“¢ the bette#of Which I ktiow you are fenfible." Governed by 
the fame’ views, nd fooner had he retaken the forts in his own 
coun y than cladding’ General Smith, he marched into the Carna- 
tick; Ad” dematided ‘Peace under the walls of Madras: -“fhe 
Governor and Cause} were afartned'at his approach, and a mutual 
reftitution of places’ taken’ terminated an’ unfuccefsful and dif 
graceful war. 

Hebe Ay piled with gia wilder ead the King of Tn 
jore., Holtlities committed by the Rajah’ authorifed_a demand of 
compedtation, and the neceffity of Hyder’s affairs required a fup- 
ply yet. the. demand. was not oppreliive, | Protection was after. | 
wards promifed; atid uriwilling that, the events of this war fhould 


is Yt 
8 


afford a pretence’ for. deftioying’ a inddo slariara “or for in- 
creafing the power ofthe Nabob, he peremptorily infifted that the 
Rajah fhould be included in the treaty. 


Writes’ol ‘the Liv’ of natlons’ afford auridant’ authorities to 
prove, that‘a: treaty e(tablithing’ a tribute, does not” néceffarily in- 
clude 2 RH of fuithier alfifiice ; that even’ an expreis ftipu- 
Latin to tits HAY catitiot ete etd a war ubjuft in ittelf, or which 
has colithiett’ 487 #5 SU6EY;“and’ that’ peace contluded, or even 
{upplies given to a prevailing Power, cannot be deemed-y violation 
of the moft dire&t and folemn alliance. Thefe enquiga in the 


pieibiir iftance become unneceflary, becaufe the treaty of “2655 
| P while 
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while public faith remains, muft forever filence the beft. grounded 
complaints, and extinguith (if fuch'had exifted) the remembrance 
of all former injuries. 


In January 1770 Mr. Du Pré fucceeded to the Government 
af Madras, and the firft expedition againft Tanjore was, under- 
taken in the fucceeding year. From this period therefore our 
information will neceflarily- be lefs perfeét, becaufe the intercourfe 
between the Rajah and our Government became lefs. frequent; and 
becaufe almoft the whole of the fubfequent materials wre tran{- 
mitted by the Nabob, who had a ftrong intereft to. miflead. Yet 
an attentive examination even of thefe papers will fatisfy every 
mind, that the pretences for the firft expedition were frivo- 
lous, and not only frivolous but falfe ; and that the oftenfible- 
pretexts ufed were not the true motives tothe war. Even allow- 
ing thefe for a moment, te have been in the utmoft extent, 
yet the manner in which the expedition was undertaken, by ren- 
dering the army of the guarantee an implicit inftrument in the 
hands of one party, for the avowed purpofe of, conquering the do- 
minions of the dther, mutt deftray all confidence in public’ 
treaties, 


The non-payment of the annual Pefhcufhi of four Lacks has been 
alleged as one caufe of the war ; yet this is {lightly touched by the 
Gentlemen who, undertook. that war. Probably they, fufpect- 
ed that a peremptory demand would ‘have been immediately 
complied with ;, and even the.moft contumacious negle& coyld 
not authorize hoftilities,. which had canquett for the avowed ob- 


ject. 
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"Fuljaujec, im a letter received 2oth January 1770, ftates the 
expente of his affiftance againft*Hyder Ally at fourtcen Lacks of 
‘Rupees ; that it had been cuftomary to make an allowance for 
thefe expenfes,, and to deduct a part at leaft from the tribute ;. 
that in the. war of Trichinopoly a like demand had been complied 
with, and that in the expedition againft Madura four Lacks had 
likewife been remitted. This ‘claim on the part of the Rajah does 
not appear to have been ever difcufied, though the treaty exprefsly 
ftipulates, that the Nabob fhall « Not demand any thing more” 
than the°tribute. If the facts alleged by the Rajah be true, it 
might be difficult to*refute his olaim; efpecially fince the Nabob’s 
own letters prove, that he actually paid the Marawar Polligars for 
the affiftance of their troops in 1763 +. A miftaken claim (tuppo- 
fing it even to be unworthy of examination) and a confequent delay 
in the payment of the tribute, furely did not incur forfeiture of do- 
minions, which the Rajah and his anceftors had pofleffed for near 
a hundred years, or authorife a conqueft by the troops of thofe 
who had folemnly engaged to guaranty the refpective rights of. 
both parties. 


Had the Governor and Council decided on this claim, and pe- 
remptorily required a punctual payment of the tribute, the con- 
du& of the Rajah rendered it highly probable that he would. 
have complied. The Governor on the 18th of April complained, 
that a part of the Pefhcuth of the precedipg year was unpaid, and 
on the rath of May 200,000 Rupees were actually received. 
When, on the 4th of June following, the Governor reprefented that 
a balanct of 50,000 Rupees yet remained, the Rajah indeed urged 


+ Letter of the Nabobdated 7th Auguft 1763, Appendix, No. xy. p- 189. 
Another letter dated 26th Auguft 1763, p» 190. tas 
: the 
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the diftrefs of his country, but within one month he borrowed the 
money, and difcharged the debt§: The corr agree between 
the Governor and the Rajah furnifhes. no proof that the Pefheufh 
after this period had been actually paid; yet fuppofing the ftrongeft 
poffible cafe, one year’s tribute could alone have become due in Fuly 
1770, feven months before the Seleét Commnttee publickly delfbe- 
rated on hoftilities againft Tanjore. If hoftilities were riot imme- 
diately commenced, their own confultations abundantly prove, that 
no refpeét for the rights of the Rajah occafioned this delay ; but 
that the backwardnefs of the Nabob to afford the means of war- 
fare, together with fome apprehenfion from the Marattas, were in 
truth the real reftratut. 


Where the charge is fo extremely frivolous, perhaps’ the’ obfer- 
vation might be {pared ; yet the fac is neverthelefs remarkable. 
The Englith held Devi-Cotah by a treaty made in 1749, and‘en- 
gaged to pay an annual Pefhouth. By a receipt from the Treafury 
of Tanjore in 1756, five years’ Pefhcuth appear at that period to 
have remained unpaid +. Subfequent materials are wanting ta 
trace the exact periods at which payments were afterwards conti- 
nued, and in 1764 the future tribute was remitted by a grant from 
Tuljaujee, the prefent Rajah of Tanjore {. Meafuring therefore 
the juftice of the Englith with the condu@t- obferved by themfelves, 
a.mere non-payment for feven months will {carcely juftify a con- 
queft of the country. The right of the Nabob the Rajalt never 
difputed ; for: not only the Janguage. of his Vackeel and -his own 
letters, but the Confultations of the Committee: deimonftrate,: that 

othe Rajah was willing to pay the tribute, undér’ thé ptiaranty of 


the oe 3 while the Nabob urged immediate hoftilities, and 
Thee L 


§ etters ae printed Appendix, XXI. pages 566; p6y." 
pendix, No. V. p. 42 


4 Ibid. p. 43. 
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‘Toqueftid Yack aa anfWerto be-given, as would make the Vackee! 
dethair of an-acedrrimodation.* 

Thofe who tihdertédk the éxpedition againft Tanjore ih $471, 
and who eagerly urged the conquett of the country, feem to have 
been thenitlvésaithained of this pléa. Yn their contiltations the 
TWbyec indeed is Hiphely tetitioned, but the delivérations of the 
Committee, of the Council, and the daily letters of intelligence 
and of ‘complaint from the Nabob, wholly tum on the hoftilities 
Vommisted by the Rajah againft the Marawar Polligars The 
Committée, in their proceedings of the 13th March, declare, 
“ The Rajah of Tanjore afready has, and will no doubt farther 
** -temonftrate, that the Marawar is no more a dependent on Tri- 
‘ chinepoly than he is on Tanjore; that he pays tribute to neither, 
** -but has prefented Nazirs to both, as fuited the circumftances 
* ‘of the times.”4+ They acknowledge that the dependence of the 
Polligar on the Cartiatick was a doubtful point; yet, without an 
examination df the claim, commit the army of the guarantee, 
who had folemrly etgaged to protect the rights of both, to the 
command of one party, for the avowed purpofe, not of obtaining 
futisfaction even for fuppofed infuriés, but of conquering the hereditary 
dominions oF the other. ‘They Write to the Commander in Chief, 
that “The Nabob Waelaa Jan has determined to depute his 
‘¢ eldeft fon, Onmdat-ulOmrah Behauder, toaffert his chims on the 
“© Rajah, aud has svgfed dim folety with full power to negotiate; 
<< ‘anid finally to conciude.” ‘They add; that ‘It is our determined 
“ refolution to fupport the Astaded nekotiation in the moft effectual 
‘* manner, and to that end to ufe military compulfion with the 
“© Rajah, even to the reduction of his capital, if neceflary ; anid that 
sto firme indy be folt, we fo-empiwer you, wheitdver the Nasod’s 
Et mo Ba he. ee. p. 662. The hitory of thefe difputes was laid before 


the Committee by the Prefident om the 3d of April 1771, Appendix, p. 680. 
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Plenipotentiary, Omdat-ul- Omrah Behauder, faall fgnify:to you the 
‘© PROPRIETY and EXPEDIENCY thereof, to act in the moft effectual 
‘© manner fo the attainment of thefe ends; either by merely 
‘ marching towards Tanjore, without committing hoftilitigs, or 
«© in ahoftile manner to enter the territories of Tanjore, to take and 
‘© eftablith pofts, or even to inveff and wefege and take the capital, with- 
“© ont wailing for further orders from ust.” 


Thefe Gentlemen cannot be fafpetted of voluntarily difclefing a 
juftification of the Rajah’s hoftilities againft the. Marawar, ,becaufe 
whatever tended to exculpate him, muft, at the fame time con 
demn themfelves. Neverthelefs, from their-peblic deliberations, 
and from the mutilated correfpondence and intelligence tranfmnitted 
by the Nabob, we muft new proceed to examine the fubjed, fince 
little intercourfe was at this time permitted between our Prefrdency 
and the Rajah. This unfortunate man was referred folely: to the 
Nabob, at the time when the Nabob, requefted the Prefident to 
make the Vackeel defpair ofan accommodation{:, ‘From materials 
furnifhed by thefe parties, from the correfpondence of thefe ene- 
mies of the Rajah, we are under a neceffity.of forming our judg- 
ment of the retpeCtive rights; and yet fuch 4g. the force of truth, 
that even thefe materials: demonftrate that there could be. no jut 
reafons for haftilities, and. that the oftenfble caufe was.not the real 
motive to the war. The reader perhaps may be iwelined to iadd, 
that the conqueft of a country by guarantees. of a treaty, who never 
condefcended to examine'the ‘sights‘éf the parties, was'a violation 
of every te which ought. to be held-facred among nations. 

+ Confultations of the Prefident and Council 4th 6f Atgult 1771, Appeadix, 

Pe 723 

} Thefe were.the terms ufed by the Nabeb in a conference with the Pre- 
fident on the 23d July, Appendix, p. 696, and the refolution to, commit the 
whole. Hogoetiation to the Nabob was taken the next day, vid. on ‘he ‘agth of July. 


Vide the reafons given at large by the Committee, ‘Appendix, No. XXII. 
from p. - 698 to p. 712i" 
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"Fhe Rajah afferted, that the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars 
had been eftablithed in their refpective Governments by his ancef- 
tors; that the T’anjoreans had pofleffed the difputed diftriéts during 
more than fifteen years before the Marawar Polligar encroached 
upon their pofleffion; that the Nalcooty Man had teized his ele- 
phants coming from the Dutch Settlement to Tanjore, and that 
he had no other means of. fecurity to.his own dominions than by 
punifhing their infolence. 


That this reprefentation of the Rajah is juft will appear highly 
probable. That thefe Polligars were not dependent on the Car- 
natick will appear tinqueftionable, from the letters and intelligence 
tranfmitted by the Nabob himfelf. 


In the year 1755 + Mahomed Ally reprefented to the Governor, 
that the Rajah of Tanjore’s Vackecl had complained of protection 
given to the Marawar, by which the Rajah and-Tondiman had 
been hindered from.“ Retakitig the diftriéts which he had poffeffed ;” 
that he (the Nabob) had written “© To Colonel Heron on this head 
« to the following purport: The Marawar acted as an enemy for 
« thefe five.or fix years paft; we never reaped any advantage from 
‘© him.. We fhould not lofe the King of Tanjore and Tondiman 
“« by giving our protection to the Marawar: the fupport of the 
‘* fort of Trichinopoly depends on their friendfhip.” Yet doubt- 
ful of the effect of his own letter, be requefts an order to.Colonel 
Heron, « As foon as poffible, to quit his protection to the Mara- 
«© war.” The Governor immediately writes to the King of Tan- 
jore, that he underftood f “ His army was in readinefs to march 
< into the Marawar’s country, to. take poffeffion of certain diftricts 
«« which belonged to him before the war.” He advifes indeed an 


+ Appendix, No. V. p. 39 
} 27th March, 1755. Appendix, No. V. p. 41. 
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accommodation, for fear of creating new troubles; yet he adds, 
«© The Marawar is very defirous of entering into an agreement 
«¢ with the Nabob and the Englifh, but I have wrote my officer, 
6 the Marawar is your enemy, and fent pofitive orders not to .cen- 
«« clude any matters, or make any friertdfhip with him, unlefs he 
* docs at the fame time give you fatisfaction concerning the afore- 
« mentioned diftri€ts, nor to enter into any treaty without yout 
“ concurrence.” The Nabob acknowledging the Guvernor’s an- 
{wer to his former letter+, writes, ‘¢ You alfo fay, that in confider- 
‘* ation of the friendfhip of the faid King and Tondiman, and of 
<< your regard to me, you have wrote to the Colonel not to give his 
‘* protection to the Marawar, but on the contrary to fend away 
«« his Vackeel, I have forwarded your letter to the faid King, who 
« was vaftly pleafed with it. / have wrote to the Marawar very 
<< preffingly to reftore the King’s difiriéts which he poflefles, and de- 
‘¢ liver them as foon as poffible to his people.” When the negoti- 
ation which preceded the treaty of 1762 was depending, the Na- 
bob adinits that he had authorifed the expedition of the King of 
Tanjore againft the Marawar; but as the French were then driven 
from India, he thought himfelf ftrong enough, with the affift- 
ance of the Englifh troops, to convért the former fuccefs of the 
Rajah to lis own advantage. He fays, “ The meaning of the 
““ word expedition here 1s, to gain country, or money; if fo, 
whether what is obtained by fuch expedition is to be kept for his 
“ule, or to be delivered to him who commanded him to under- 
take it, the Commander being myfelf, as above, I leave it to your 
confiderations.” This projeé& of the Nabob received no en- 
couragement from the Enghfh Council, and when the treaty was 
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¢ Appendix, No. V.p. 4. Dated the sth May, 1755. 
} The Nabob acknowledges that this authority to attack the Marawar Was 
enenia wiiting. Appendix, No. VI. p. 69. 
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goncluded, ftrong «ffirances were made to the King of ‘Tanjore, 


that no protection fhould be given to the Polligars who may at- 
tempt arly thing againft him. 


Soon after the commencement of the fiege of Madura, and whey, 
anattack was medivated againft the friends of Ufoff Khan in the Tin 
peel country, the Nabob writes+, that as Major Prefton thought 

‘ The jungtion of Tondiman, Marawar, and Nalcooty was highly 
** neceflary, on account of the expedition againft Tinnevelly, and 
“* that I fhould fend for them, I accordingly fent for Tondiman by 
“* agreeing to pay the batta. As to Marawar and Nualconty, they 
** did not choofe to come hither | for thete 40 or 50 years, or from 
‘* the time of the'Gentoo Rajahs|| ; but I prevailed on them, by 
“* agreeing to grant certain of their requefts, and they accordingly 
‘* came to ‘Frichinopoly.” At this period therefore, in Auguit 
1763, the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars had not acknow- 
ledged the authority-of Mahomed Ally, nor of any former Mabo- 
medan Governor of the Empire; neither had they acknowledgid 
the authority of the Gentoo Rajahs who reigned in Trichinopaly 
tor fome years before that fort was taken by Chunda Siaib. 
Ile obtained Trichinopoly by treachery in 1736, but was foon 
compelled to furrender himfelf a prifoner to the Marattas, who re- 
Jinquifhed the fost to Nizam-ul-Muluck in 1744, ninetecn years 
only before this letter of the Nabov was written. Admitting there 
fore the Nabob’s own, ftate of the fact, thefe Polligars were inde- 
pendent of Trichinopoly 20 or 40 years before that country was 
fubjected to a Mahomedan Government, when his father Anwar- 
a-Dean, a ftranger in the Deckan, was appointed Killedar of the fort. 

+ o> bet No. XIU. p. 189. 

richinapoly, Whenee the Nabobwrote, and on which he now fays their 


countries are dependent. 
& Ditpoftetied of Trichinopoly by Chunda Saib in 1736, 
R "Phar 
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That thefe Polligars were not dependents of the Nabob, atthe time 
when the Rajah of Tanjore befieged the Capital of the Marawar, is 
evinced by the aéts of the Nabob, and by the correfpondence of his 
officers. On the 24th February 1771, when the Rajah of Tanjore 
had taken fome forts from the Marawar, and was approaching the 

capital, Mahomed Ibrar Khan, Phouzdar of Madura, writes to the 
Nabob : «In confequence of their family difputes, 1 think that the 
“* affairs of the Marawar are in a very bad way at thes juncture ; 
therefore the country belonging to the Ciréar, which is in poffeffion 
“ of the Marawars, may with eafe and without trouble be acquir- 
«« ed: I wait for your orders on this head.”” ‘He advifes an “ Im- 
mediate feizure of whatever country is in their pofleffion.” + His 
defign was not: executed ; tor Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, another 
officer of the Nabob, in a letter dated the 5th March, } tranfmits an 
agreement from the Vackeel of the Marawar, dated-the 3d March, 
which his diftrefs, and the fiege of his capital, had induced the 
Marawar to make. He agrees to deliver up Tripanom and Pally- 
madi §, two diftrid’s which belonged to the Circar. To this* pe- 
riod therefore, in the judgment of the Nabob and his officers, the 
Marawar was fo far from being deperidént on the Carnatick, that 


he had agtyally feized in a hoftile manner two ‘diftri@s belonging 
to the Circar. 
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The expedition againft ‘Tanjore, undertaken on thie pretence of. 
protecting thefe dependents; “terminated in the fubmiftion of the 
Rajah to the terms dictated by the Nabob.. This fubmiffion was. 


+ Appendix, No. XX. p. 593. 

} Ibid, p. 598. 

§ Thefe appear to have been the diftri&te demandtd bythe Nabob in 1755, 
which diftri&s the Marawar, notwitiftanding fuch demand, yetained ‘tithe year 
1771—fixteen years. Such was his ftate of dependence ! “Vide Nabob’s letter, 
dated 19th May, 1955. Appendix, No. V. p. 41, ga. 
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figned by the Rajah on the 27th of OXober 1791. The next dav the 
Nabob’s fon writes to his Father, reprefenting the infolence of the 
Marawar and Nalcooty Man: “If your Highness propofes taking 
«© Ramnaut and Nalcooty Man’s country, when can there be a_finer 
* army collected together than the prefent? If an order therefore 
“* from the Governor and Council to the General, agreeable to the 
“ order they gave in writing refpecting Fanjore, is received here, atu 
“, your Highnefs, out of your favour and goodnefs, will intrufteme 
‘¢ with this expedition on the part of the Circar, by the dicing of 
** God I will conquer them both in a very little time.” + On the 4d 
of November the Nabob, in a letter to the Governor, folicits 
the afliftance of the Englith forces to reduce thefe Polligars. Fle 
fays, t * In my former letter I acquainted you of the ftate of depen- 
s¢ dence and fubjection which the Marawar and Nalcooty Zemin- 
* dars, and alfo Tondiman, were in tothe Governors of T'richi- 
“ nopoly during the time of the Rayabs of that place. Their ftate of 
‘© fubjection and- obedience was fuch, that if the Rajah cither or- 
«« dered them upon any fervice, or fent for them to him, the fame 
‘© was complied with immediately.”’ He then obferves, the King 
of Tanjore retired from their country merely becaufe his fon 
marched againft Tanjore ; § and adds, that “ Neither the Marawar 
«© nor Nalcooty Zemindars fent to the army a fingle man, nor fup- 
“ plied it from their countries with a fingle grain of provifion ; 
*¢ and contrary to the {pirit of obedience do not pay their ftated 
“ Pefhcuth ||. Befides they keep in their woods the infolent Col- 


+. Appendix, No. XXV.I. p. 948, 

i Ibid. p. g41. 

A This is not true. The King of Tanjore had concladed peace with the 
Marawar before the 17th March ;—vide Nabob’s letter ; and the expedition 
againft Tanjore was not undertaken before the 4th Auguft; vide Inftrudtions 
to Gentral Smith of that date. 

| Thefe Polligars never had paid any fated Pefhcufh fince the time of the 


Gentoo Rajahs. 
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“¢ Jeries, and notorious thieves of ihe Madura and Tinpeyelly couny 
‘© tries, who, through the fupport and protedion of thofe Zemin 
‘ dars, moleft the inhabitants of the villages of thofe countries ip 
« the cultivation of the lands, and hold ia their poflefiiqn fome: dit 
“ trids belonging to Madura, which were before. mine,” The 


army was ordered to reduce thefe Polligars, and- their countries 
weie immediately facrificed to the ambition of Mahamed. Ally. 


. al 


The 11th of February, the Committee deliberating on the war, 
d@pndemn the conduct of the King of Tanjore. * For if the Ma- 
“ rawar country is dependent on Trichinopoly, as the Nabob 
alloges it is, to make war, or commait boftilities againg t the depen- 
dents of the Government of the Carnatick, is the fame ' as to take 
up arms againtt the Carnatick. But whether it be dependent 
or not, ia the manner the Nabob. claims. it, certain it is, that 
the right or pretenfions. of Tanjore are litigated; and, therefore 
the Rajah, as a party, ought nat to aflame the. charadter of a 
judge alfo,” They therefore think, themfelves ‘ Under.a necef- 
lity of taking part in the affair.” Whaeyer. compares this. pat 

fage with other proceedings of. the Committee, efpecially with the 
order commanding. General Sraith to act aa, the, Nabob’ S, Plenipo- 
tentiary fhall judge profer. or expedient, even, te the redublion of the 
capital of Tanjore, will {carcely Ucligve thefe Gentlemen: could be 
{erious in oe opinion which; they fa gravely deliver, Was. it lels 
juft in the Rajab to repel:an. injury. by. Spycey, to take arms. agaiatt, a 
Polligar, whole @ dependence at leatt was doubtful, than in the Na- 
bob to attack the capital of an Ally, withiout afcertaining any: right 
to interpofe } If the Polligars were really independent, it wasithe 
chmmoan cefe:of. all nations, who acknowledging no Sipesigi, on 
earth, male their lat appeal to heaven, . JE sheys woneid 
at became the Nabob to cxamine well the grounds: iehivcpamewel,: be- 
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fore he undertook to revenge a fuppofed injury. As ftrangers, or 
as allies to the Nabob, the Englifh could have uo right to interfeie, 
without examining the juftice of the caufe ; but as guarantees, con- 
ftituted judges to decide between the parties, bound by a folema 
treaty to preferve the rights of both, to violate that obligation, pr:- 
cipitately to engage without difcuffing the claims, ¢ to become the 
inftrument of conqueft in the hands of an ambitious party, was to 
fubvett the foundations of public faith, and to banith all truft and 
confidence from nen. In private life an act of perfidy is indelible 
reproach; but among nations, the tranquillity, happine{s, and 
fecurity of the human race, depend on the obfervance of jullice ; 
and all the horrors of war here ferve to blacken the account. 


The Committee, when they determined to engage, had all the 
materials before them which we now poflefs. Whatever efaims the 
Nabob might have on the Marawar country, thefe materials demon- 
ftrate, that the Polligars were not i fact fo dependent on the Nu- 
bob, as could authorize him to afford protection. Protection and 
obedience are the relative duties of Sovereign and Subjed.  Thete 
qualities are neceflary to conftitute the relation, Atual ob di- 
ence to a fuperior could alone render the Polligar not an immediate 
object of hoftiliry to another State. This State, while the Polligar 


+ The Prefident and Council at Madras have lately invefligated the fubjedt. 
They found that the diitriéts in difpute were poflefled by the Father of the pre- 
fent Rajah i in 1762, and conlequently were included in the guaranty 5 aud that 
the, Governor at that time explained the fenfe of the treary to be, that the Pol- 
ligars fhoald receive no affitance fram the Nabob or the Englith. Vide Con- 
fultations printed in “* Papers nelative to the Reftoration of the King of ‘Tan- 
£ tore, &c."” Vol.T. p. 2g. alio the Nabob’s claun, Vol. MH. ym 428. ‘The 
Rajah flated his claim and long poilefiion in a letter to the Governar, received 
the voth of March, 1775, near five months before the commencement of hofti- 
fines, atid theréin affertcd, that he had applied to the Englills for rvedrels be- 
fore he took arms azaiuft the Puiligar. Appendix, No. XXL, p, 608. 
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really fubmits himfelf to another, muft carry it’s complaint to that 
Sovereign, whofe duty it is to protect his fubjeé&t on the one hand, 
on the other, to compel that fubject to redrefs the injury. Were 
not the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars, as the fact is ftated by the 
Nabob, actually independent of Trichinopoly long before it became 
fubje& to a Mahomedan Government? Had not thofe Pol- 
ligars openly difclaimed obedience? Had they not feized diftricts 
delonging to the Nabob? Were not their woods an afylum to 
thieves, who plundered the villages dependent on Madura? Did 
not the Nabob, immediately after the Tanjore expedition, implore 
the afliftance of the Englifh to fubdue thefe enemies? If therefore 
the Nabob’s right of dominion had been perfectly clear, a complaint 
to him, under fuch circumftances, would only have infulted his 
inability to grant redrefs, But the ufe of the Nabob’s name is an 
idle ceremony ; the war was the act of the Englifh, + who are re- 
{ponfible to God and man for the confequence. 


The difpute between the Marawars and the Rajah of Tanjore 
was moreover at anend. Hoftilities had ceafed, and a peace had 
been concluded long before the expedition againft Tanjore com- 
menced. Intelligence of this peace was communicated to the Go- 
vernor, in a letter from the Nabob dated 17th March, and the 
letter to General Smith, authorifing him to act againft Tanjore, 
was not written before the 4th of Auguit. To protec? the Mara- 
war from injury therefore was not the object of the war; neither 
was it intended to procure bins redreft. When'the Rajah fabmitted. 
at difcretion, all the ftipulations made were for the benefit of the: 
Nabob. The miferable Polligar was totally forgotten, except thar 
Mahomed Ally claimed the fpoil taken by the Rajah s and his, 
pretenfions, as far as we have any knowledge of them, are truly: 


¢ The Rajah, ina letter to the Governor, afferts, that he had applied to the 
Englih for redrefs befere be taok arms. Appendix, No, XXI. p. 608. 
ridiculous., 
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ridiculous. His" pretenfions to the jewels appear in a paper dated 

15th of March, tranfmitted by the Nabob the 22d, from his 
intelligencer at Tanjore; who, after mentioning the terms of 
peace, enumerates the valuable things obtained by the Rajah: 
“* ‘Two large elephants, two good horfes, two large pieces of 
cannon, a pair of pearls of great value, and four ftrings of 
‘* pearls belonging to the Government of Tricbinopoly, which, the in- 
“ telligencer fays, the Nabob, during the fiege + of Madura, by 
«¢ the means of Perafa Davy, Soucar, defred Damooderas Pilla to 
“ Jet bim have, and which the faid Pilla agreed to, but by his death 
“¢ the fame never came to the Circar.” { The whole fpoil was 
however taken by the Nabob’s Plenipotentiary, who, in the flipu- 
lations made with the Rajah on the 29th of O&ober, totally for- 
got the rights of thefe fuppofed fubjects. On the 28th he propofes 
to his father to fubdue the Polligars, and on the 3d of the next 
month Mahomed Ally himfelf applies to the Council. To the 
difgrace of the Englifh name the army were directed to obey ! 


ese 


Whatever reprefentation the Polligar might, on the firft com- 
mencement of hoftilities, be induced to make, it appears that he 
entertained greater apprehenfions of the Nabob than of the Rajah 
of Tanjore. So early as the 11th af February the Marawar Vac- 
keel reprefents, that the Rajah’s army approached the country 
“© With a defign to commence hoftilities, When the Nabob was 
« acquainted with thefe proceedings, and defired to write to the faid 
« Rajalz to defift from his hoftile intentions, he, inftead of doing 
«« the fame, talked of fending lis orders to Tondiman and other 


Ie began in June 1763, and the place was taken in OQober 1764, fever 
Fears befoge this period. It fhould be remembered, that the Nabob in his let~ 
ters of that time fpeaks.of his paying the Marawar for the affiftance of hie 
troops. 

¥ Appendix, No. XXL p. 606. 
> 5 * Polligars, 
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« Poligars, as well as to his Sardars in Trichinopoly, Madura, and 
 "Linnevelly countrics, to aflift my mafter, to oppofe and carry 
“on a war with the faid Rajah, ebich was contrary to my mafter's 
« inclination. "The Nabob does this in order to foment the difpute 
“© between my mafter and the faid Rajah, and ¢o gain his point in the 
+ meantime, which is to catch at any opportunity to reduce the 
“© aid Rajali, according to his long meditated feheme.”” "The Commit- 
tee fubjoin, “ The faid Vackeel tuld Mooda Kiftnih +. that if 
«© what he {poke to him, as above, reaches the’ Nabob’s cars, it will 
“ be attended with grvat danger to him and his majfler's country ; 
© for which reafon he defired care to be taken not to bring his 
* name in queftion.” ~ The public reprefentations of the Mara- 
war were therctore made in compliance with the Nabob’s views, 
and procceded from a dread of his refcntment. 


~ 


-~ 


That the Nabob really intended to foment the difpute for his 
own advantage, his own negotiations with the Committee demon- 
ftrate. ‘That the Polligar had more caufe to apprehend danger 
from the Nabob than from the Rajah, the event has now decided. 
The Rajah recovered his diftriats, obtained a {mall fum § as an in- 
demunification for his Jofics, and fettled their family difputes by a 
double marriage. ‘The Nabob having plundered the Rajah to re- 
venge the Polligar's injuries, and appropriated the {poil recovered 
to his own ufe, immediatély marched an-army to fubdue the Chief, 
whofe proteftion had been the oftenfible caufe of the war. 


Had the Englith, as guarantees of thetreaty: of 1762, examined 
the pretentions of both parties, they would probably have difcover- 
ed, that the quarrel between the Rajah of Tanjore and the. Nlarawar 


originated in the intrigues of the Nabob. ‘There are paffagea, even’ 


+ Indian interpreter te the Board. 
} Appendix, No. XXII. p. 642. 
§ Appendix, No. XXI. p. 605, 606. 
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in the mutilated correfpondence tranfmitted by the } Nabob, which 
prove that the Marawar relic on the promifed affiftance of the 
Nabob ; fome Which create a fufpicion, that the firft hoftilities 
againft the Rajah were undertaken by his advice. So early as the 
12th of February, the day after the Rajah’s intention againft the 
Marawar had beén communicated to the Committee, and before 
his army had actually commenced _hoftilitics, the Nabob held a 
conference with Mr. Du Pré and Mr. Haftings. In that conference 
he propofed, «* That we fhould difband fome of our Scpoys, with 
*¢ the ihtent that they might be fecretly enlifted by the Marawar, 
¢ and that we fhovfld énfigate the great Marawar, Tondiman, Tra- 
sé vencore, and other Polligars, to unite againft Tanjore, and that 
‘¢ we fhould order his people from the Madura and Tinnevelly 
“¢ countries to affift.” In the fame conference the Nabob likewife 
propofed, “* That the Prefident fhould give out publickly, /o that it 
‘ might circulate, that he was difpleafed with, and refented ex- 
‘ tremely the conduét of the Rajah ; that he fhould write a threat- 
« ening letter to him ; and that the Commandant of Trichinopoly 
« fhould be ordered to mark out a camp, to draw out guns and 
«< ftores, pitch tents, &c. and put on the appearance of bofility.” 

This appearance of boftility from the Englifh was a neceflary part of 
the Nabob’s defign to embroil the neighbouring Polligars, who de- 
clined acting without being fecure of fupport. On the 22d of 
March the Nabob tranfmits a letter from his officer, Syed Muck- 
«© doom Ally Khan, but gives only the purport of the letters enclofed 
from the Polligars ; yet from this abftract it appears, that after 
the greater Marawar had fatisfied the Rajah, the Nalcooty Man 
was mftruéted ** Not to follow the example of the Chief of Rama- 
«© naut, but to exert himfelf and ftand firm and fteady, conform- 


fay 


j He often gives the purport of letters, fometames a copy of part, rarely the 
‘whole letter even of hisown officer. Thepapersare printed, Appendix, No, XXI. 
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© ing himéelt td the orders of the Circar, to which he thould thew 
aS bi fidelity.” + Neverthclefs all the arts of the Nabob to prolong 
thete hivtlilitics failed, for peace was concluded fome months before 
the Englith undertook the conquett of Tanjore. 


From the above authorities itappears evident that the termination 
of thefe difputes, and the protection of a fuppofed fubjeét, were 
never inteuded by the Nabob ; neither did the delay on the part of 
the Committee arife from. any refpe@ for the Rights of the Rajah, 
or for the folemn engagement of the Company as guaranteeé of the 
treaty. The Prefident and Mr. Haflings, in reporting their confe~ 
rence with the Nabob, fay, ‘‘ We begged he would excufe us for 
“ fo oftcn mentioning the fubje& of money; that # proceeded 
“¢ from neceffity.” The Nabob defired we would make a calcu- 
‘late of the expenfe, and he fhould wxdeyfand it. As this 
© whole deliberation had pafled without the leaft appearance of 
« altcication, but in perfect good humour, the Prefident added, 
«¢ with the fame appearance of cordiality, and-when your Excel- 
« tency fhall have underftood it, what will follow? He replied, 
* {miling, I fhall then know whether it be much or little, 
«© We thought it beft not to urge more, and here the. confe~ 
* rence ended,”"{ This paffledon the rath of February. On 
the 13th of March the Committee obferve, that ** The affiftance 
«“ of the Nabob is precarious, for as we cannot control him, 
“he will give his aid fo long as we purfue his plans and 
« ideas, and may with-hold it whenever we differ from him 3” 
and it appearg to have been their opinion, that great fuccefs alone 
could excufe them to the Company at hame for engaging ma 
war. They conclude, that after April an attack from the Marsttas 
will be lefs probable, as “ It will be difficult from May to Oéto- 
“ ber for an army of ravaging horfe to find pravender and water, 


t Appendix, No. AMI, Pp 606, i Tbid. No. XXII, P 652. 
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Te would be rath therefore, to commence hoftilities araintt 'Y 
jore at profept, as the Nabob withes, face we are not he 

* pared to execute effectually, and we think ourfelves yet in dav. 
“ per from the Marattas.” + The letter to General Smith, 
authorifing hoftélities, was not written until the 4th of Augutt; 
but that the Committee never relinquifhed the intention is mani- 
feft from the following paflage, which they immediately fubjoin : 
‘¢ It is our mtention however to colle together at Trichinopuly, 
“© as expeditionfly as we can, troops, artillery, and ftores.” They 
profefs indeed to mean an accommodation upon honourable terms ; 
“« But if that cannot be effedted, we do not fee how we can, with 
“* any degree of propriety, fhould we have the means, avoid com- 
“* pulfive meafurcs, But we will form no decifive refolution on 
* this fubjed, nor even declare our intention further than is herein 
“© before declared, unti! we fhall be ready to execute what we may 
“ refolve toundertake.” | Accordingly nothing material appears on 
theirproceedings before the 12th of June, when the meafures taken 
by thefe gearaniees towards an honourable accommodation are curious. 


The Nabob in this conference, on the rath of June, affected an 
unwillingnefs to engage in an expedition againft Tanjore. After ma- 
ny arguments had been employed to perfuade him, he afked three 
queftions refpecting the obje& of the war :---Whether it was inten- 
ded to chaftife the Rajah ? Or to chaftife and make him pay a fom 
of money? Or to conquer the country ? “ The Committee in reply 
“ thereto faid, that in their opinion, if the Rajah could be brought 
‘© to the payment of a/arge furn of money, and to fubmit tofuich ree 
«© pulations as may be judged proper to remove all apprehenfons of 
« him in futere, it weukd be better to agree thereto, and not to 
“ proceed to the extremitymentioned ix the laft queftion ; however, as 
« they doubted very much whether the Rajah would be heoughit 

4 Appemiix, No, AXI. p. 663, { Thid. p. 663---4, Sai ee 
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‘ thereto without proceeding to that exiremity, it was'neceflary to 
«© adapt our preparations to that end. The Nabob faid, he agreca 
“© entirely with the Committee in ¢heir opinion in this ; however he 
“© begged leave to afk one more queftion, to wit,—To whom. was 
‘¢ the money that might be taken from the Rajah to belong? The 
«¢ Committee replied fo Aim, but that they thought the expenfes of 
® the expedition fhould be firft paid out of it, and then dis pri- 
“< vate creditors. To both which the Nabob feemingly with great 
“© joy confented.’”*+ 


~ 


But the Nabob was not yet fatisfied. On the 22d of July he again 
affected a backwardnefs, and faid, “ If things could not be accoin- 
‘¢ plifhed according to our withes, it were better to remain quiet.” 
He defired liowever that the troops might fill be kept at Trichi- 
nopoly. Negotiation being the mode now chofen by the Nabob, it 
was debated at another conference in what manner the Governor 
and Council fhould aét, whether as mediators, ortreat jointly with 
the Nabob; or, leaving the negotiation wholly to the Nabob, 
‘© Not appear therein, but only underband give him all the fupport 
“in their power. The Nabob approved of the latter, objecting 
“© to the Governor and Council interfering in this bufinefs in any 
‘manner publicly, or receiving any information therein, but 
“ through Ais means, as he faid this was a bufinefs which belonged 
‘© to him.” He then inftruéts them what anfwer the Governor 
fhould return to the Rajah’s letter, requefting the Governor to fay, 
“i That he mutt fatisfy the Nabob, to whorn this matter belonged. 
‘t In fhort, as the Nabob termed it, “ The Governor waste make the 
ss Vackeel defpair of an accommodation of matters.” ¢ The Committee 
then proceed to deliberate, and unanimoufly refolve to undertake 
the experition. They indeed amanimonfly prefer “ negotiation to 

¢ Appendiz, No. KXIJT. p. 685. 

} Thefe rwo conferences onthe 22d and 29d of July appear in the proceed- 
angs of the Committee. Appendix, No. XXII. p. 69y--6. 
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“ total inalirvity and filence,” and a majority + Molve, that © The 
“< negotiation be not conduéted by the-Company’s reprefentatives, 
sf ag mediaters and guarantees of the treaty of 1762, but Icft en- 
‘ tirely to the Nabob in the manner he propofes.” 


acd 


“~ 


To have the fole direction of the enterprife, and to remove the 
reftraints impofed by the guaranty of 1762, had throughout the 
negotiation been the great objects of the Nabob’s policy. Thete 
being obtained, he immediately appointed his eldeft fon Plenipo- 
tentiary ; and the proceedings of the Committce being approvegl 
by the Council, on the 29th of July General Smith is ordered to 
proceed. On the qth of Auguft the letter is written, which ren- 
ders the. Ength army fubfervient to the Nabob’s pleafure. ‘The 
avowed purpofe is that “ Of fupporting the satended negotiation,” 
the eldeft fon being “ Invefted folely with full power to negctiate 
«6 and conclude ;” and the General is directed to obey this Plent- 
potentiary, and «“ Even to mvecft, and befiege, and take the capital, 
S apithout waiting for further orders.” Thee inftructions were piven 
after the Nabob had requefted the Governor to make the Vackeel 
defpair of an accommodation, by referring the Rajah seca 


Mest 

The forts belonging to the Rajah fell fuccedlively into fhe hands 
of the Englifh, andon the 2gth of September the army broke 
ground before the capital. On the 25th, the Jetter printed in a 
‘6 State of Facts” was written, promifing to cave Tanjore wholly 
to the difpofal of Mahomied Ally. This wntten engagement did 
not however entirely difpel his doubts ; for when the troops were 
ready to enter the breach on the 27th of October, the fubmiifticn 
of'the Rajah was accepted. He engaged to pay the Pefheuth ai, 
before, thirty two Lacks and fifty thoufand Rupees for the expenfes 
of the expedition, and to cede fome diftnicts which had been con- 


4 TheCommittce canfiied of Meflicurs Du Pré, Haflings, and Ardlcy. 
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firmed to him by dhe treaty of 1762. The fpod taken from the 
Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars, together with the diftritts reco-- 
vered from them by the Rajah, the Nabob appropmated. toshim~ 
(lf. ‘Twelve Lacks were paid in ready money, and diftricts affign-- 
ed for the remainder, yielding more than fixteen Lacks per annum,. 
which, according to the Nabob’s own eftimate, would difcharge 
the debt in two years. 


Thefe terms Mahomed Ally preferred to a total reduction of 
Tanjore, becaufe he yet fufpected that the country would not be 
continued in his pofeflion. That this was the reql motive appcars 
from the whole of his former conduét, and is confirmed by an 
artide in the treaty, flipulating that the fort of Vellum, taken 
and garrifoned by Englih troops, fhould afterwards be deftroyed.. 
We have likewile the tcftimony of Mr. Du Pré, Mr. Haftings,. 
and Mr. Asdlev, who in their letter to the Directors on the fubject 
jay-+, “ What opprefled his mind much more, as we verily believe, 
+ was, bi apprebenfion of a latent purpofe in the Company, at a con- 
venient time, to take the country from him. = It is in vain that 
*» your Honours think to remove his apprehenfions, by recalling 
‘© tyhijmemory the gencrous fupport you have given him ; he feels 
no fuch principles im himfelf, and cannot conceive it to be poflible 
they fhould exift inothers.”” Governor Wynch and his Committce 
obferve T, “That the Nabob Aas conflantly had in view the defign of 
“© conquering Tanjore will not admit of a doywbt; and as the Honoura- 
** ble Court wercadvifed by the Lard North, we arc firnily perfuaded, 
ss leat his chief motive for concluding peace with the Rajah, at atime 
when our troops were upon the point of getting pofleffion of the 
“« place, arofe from dis jealou/y left the Company purpofed at a con- 
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venient opportunity to take the country from him.” ‘The fame 
Committee, in their addrefs to the Court of Direétors after the caps 
ture of Tanjore, fay+, “It appeared evident, that the Nabob defifted 
“ from the entire conqueft of Tanjore” (meaning i 17971) * not 
“ from any want of inclination to obtain fo important an acquifi- 
tion, But from an apprehenfion that the Company might at a 
“ convenicnt opportunity get poffeflion thereof.” When this let- 
ter was written, the Nabob’s eagernefs to withdraw the Englith 
army, to demolifh the approaches, to repair the breach, and to 
place a " garrifon of his own troops in Tanjore, had rendered his jea- 
loufy of the Englifh no longer a fubje& of opinion, but a fact fup- 
ported by the ftrongeft evidence. 


Mr. Du Pre and his Committee in 1771 feem to have acted againfl 
the conviction of their own minds, unable or unwilling to retitt 
the united efforts of the Nabob and the Plenipotentiary of the 
Crown, From their proceedings of the 7th September 1770} it 
appears, that the Rajab had even at that time exprefled his appre- 
henfions, that the guaranty of the C ompany would not,ay; ul hi hii 
again{t the Nabob. The Committee in various parts of the 
proceedings, even fo late as the 24th July 1771, when 
they refolved to give the command of the army to the Nabeh’, 
fon, declare, § “¢ That the Rajah’s conduct has in fome meature 
«+ proceeded from hisapprehenfions of the Nabob, and the difability 
‘ of the Company to proteét him againit the Nabob fuppoited by 
the Minifter of the Crown ;” aud add, * So at is our opinién, 
that were he reinftated in the former confidence he had af 
the Company’s impartial adberence to the treaty of 1762, he 
would never put himfelf into the hands or power of the l’rench.” 
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Impreffed with foch an opinion, why | did not Mr. Du Pré and his 
Committce avow themfelves guarantees of the treaty of 1762? ex- 
aminc the refpective rights of the parties, and enforce their decifion? 
Why commit the whole negotiation to the Nabob, which m dis own 
judgment rouft make the Rajah defpair of an accommodation? When 
the Rajah of Tanjore profefted at leaft an adherence to the treaty, 
under the guaranty of the Englifo, why renounce the alliance? Why 
rclinquith all right of judgment in themfelves, to execute the dic- 
tates of Mahomed Ally ? 


Before the ficge commenced, the Rajah wrote to the Governor, 
entreating + his interpofition with the Nabob, profefling an entire 
{ubmiffion to his will, accepting any terms which he fhould dictate, 
and foliciting him only to fave his Government, who relied on the 
faith of treaties. The Rajah humbled himfelf fo far as to write 
to the Indian inte: pretci, Mooda Kiftnah, to employ his influence 
with the Governor, ¢ enclofed the terms demanded by the Nabob, 
and requefted the Governor to dictate how far he fhould comply. 
Senfible indecd of his degradation, he defired that this application 
nyight be fecret. The army had not broken pround before Tan- 
jore when thefe letters were fent by the Rajah. During the 
fiege, he again folicited the interpofition of the Governor, 
and the influence of Mooda Kiftnah. § In his letter to the latter, 
he entreats him to get the bufinefs fettled in any manner. He 
urges, that to neglect it at this junéture were to betray their Gods 

Bramins; and that this one at would atone for a whole 
life, meriting rewards both in this world and in the next. 
Under thefe circumftances, why was not the hand of juttice 
extended to preferve-a people? The Englith troops were fubmitted 

+ Received 8th of O&ebor, 1771. Appendix, No. XXI, p. 625, 

+ Dated 2oth of September, received gth of OGober. App. No. XXIJ. p. 627. 
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to the will of an ambitious Mahomedan ;—the Nabob’s fon pofleffed 
the command. 


An appeal has been made to national prejudices an alarm of 
the French has been introduced: but the Committee found them- 
{elves embarrafled with former opinions; they adopt therefore the 
opinion, “ That Tanjore can have no grounds, no natural tendency 
“* to a preference of, or friendfhip with the French rather than with 
“ us, but,the contrary,” + and labour to reconcile it with their pre- 
fent condué&t. The proceedings of the Committee are drawn into 
great length, but, when attentively confidered, fufficiently prove, 
that the greateft talents, employed to cover injuftice, will betray a 
fecret conviction that the meafure is wrong. This convidtion be- 
came fo apparent, that in their letter to the Court of Dircétors, 
dated 28th February 1772, they avow it; and after foe apology tor 
themfelves declare, { « Had your Government here ftood in tuch a 
“© deorce of confidence with their Conftituents, as that they might 
«¢ have entertained a reafonable hope of fupport and juftification in 
‘ au impartial and {pirited conduct, the part they flould have taken 
“* ought no doubt to have been this:---Upon the Rajah’s complaint, 
“¢ that he was entitled to an indemnification for the expcnfes he 
*¢ fuftained in the affiftance given to the Nabob in the Jate war, 
«6 and that the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars with-hcld from 
‘© him his juftrights; on the other hand, the Nabob complaining 
«¢ that the Rajah with-held the Pefhcuth unjuftly, had no right to, 
«6 the indemnification he demanded, nor any juft claim on Marawar 
t© and Nalcooty; this Government, as GUARANTEES, ovght to 
t have marched a force to maintain peace between the complaining 
“* parties, to have required deputies from both, to flate the de- 
« mands of cach refpectively, and upon a far difcuTion to have 
«decided be tween them,and to have cnforeed the decifion, w hicther 


4 Appendix, No. XXII. p. 702. ) Appendix, No AAV. p. 935. 
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“© in favour of the Nabob or in fawour the Rajah: but your Gos. 
‘ yornment here did not dare to act fuch a part.’s 


The march of an army would have been totally unneceflary, 
had there becn any difpofition to adminifter equal juftice. Both 
partics muft have fubinitted to the decifion; the Nabob, becaufe 
he had no means of executing his purpofe but by the arms of the 
Englith; the Rajah, becaufe he was unable to refift their power. 


With rcfpect to the profeffed defign of proteCing the Marawar and 
Nalcooty Polligars, the Nabob has given judgment again{t himfelf 
by immediately conquering their country. Other. circumftances 
alio give a very unfavourable impreflion of the intention of the 
Nabob and of the Committee. On the 4th of January 1771, be- 
fore the Rajah bad entered on hoftilities againft the Marawar, the 
Nabob writes to acquaint the Governor +, that a Vackeel to Tanjore 
had requefted a fafe paflage through his country. The Governor. 
in his anfwer doubtfully intimates, { that “ If it be permitted to. 
‘¢ him to held fuch, intercourfe with one State in amity with the, 
“ Carnatick, fuch an intercourfe ought not to be prohibited with . 
“ another State alfo in amity with the Carnatick.” Was it doubt- 
ful whether the Rajah had becn accuftomed to fend and receive 
Vackeels? Did not a Vackeel from the Rajah at that inftant refide . 
at Madras ? Were not Meffeurs Caillaud and Palk ambafladors at 
‘Tanjore in the wars of Trichinopoly? Were not the Englith happy 

“to maintain this friendly intercourfe during the fiege of Madras in 
1759? Did not Mr. Du Pre himfelf, in that character, negotiate the 
treaty of 1762 at Tanjore? Why therefore intimate a doubt ? 
Was it intended to encourage injuftice, and that the confequcnt 
eftrangement of the Rajah fhould afford a pretence for conquering 
his country ? 

+ Appendix, No. XAT. p. s09. } Ibid. Thid. 
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The Nabob reprefents the diftrict of Coiladdy as one which the 
Rajah had feized; he claims likewife the Jaghire of Arnee. “Thete 
two diftriéts are {pecifically named in the treaty ef 17623 yet no 
difanprobation of thete claims is expreffed, no inveftieation of the 
fubject even propoted; no traces of a difpofition to render juitice 
can be found in the proceedings of the Committee. 


We fhall now difmifs the expedition of 1771, and procecd to. 
examine the pretences alleged for the conqueit of Tanjore in 1773. 


The author of a “ State of Fads,” + fpeaking of the firfl expedi- 
tion, fays, “ The event of the war, onc night fuppote, fhould 
«© have fecured, at leaft for fome time, the obedicnee of the Rajah. 
¢¢ But misfortune itteif had no cffect on the refil & and tacher- 
“ ous fpirit of Tuljaujee. The rear of our arms had foarce veated 
« ta be feen from the walls of Tanjore, when te Rajah beau to 
‘¢ encourage the Marattas to invade the Cunatick, In coniph- 
‘© ance with his folicitations, twenty thoufand of then here ap- 
‘« peared on the frontiers of the province under the command of 
« Trimbeck Row, and threatened the whole country with tic: 
‘© and fword.” The truth ts, that the Nabob had bec toug de- 
firous of engaging with the Marattas againft Hyder Ally to coa- 
quer Mytore, He had amufed their Vackecl with pronates, which 
the refudal of the Governar and Council to undestabe this war lad 
rendered him unable to perform. When the Maratta, difvovered, 
that inftead of fulfilling his cngaggments with them, the conquctl 
of Tanjore was intended, ftrong remonftrances were made by thc 
Vackeel, accompanied with intimations, that the meature would: 
neccflarily involve hofiifities with his mafter. “To procure a te- 
{pite fufficicnt for the cuterprize againft Tanjore, the Nabob 
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bribed the Vackecl, aud Trimbeck Row, the Maratta General, 
who commanded the army on the frontiers. One Lack of Ru- 
pees wa, promifed to Trimbeck Row, three Lacks more to the 
Vackecland other Saidars. When.the troops returned from ‘Tan- 
joie, the Nabob became unwilling to pay the money. Trimbeck 
Row could not avow this fraud upon himfelf as his motive for in- 
vading che Carnatick, but having fufficient authority to protect the 
[indoo Government of Tanjore, he pretended to be ignorant of the 
peace, and made this the oftenfible caufe of hoftility. When in- 
tclligence of his approach was communicated through the Nabob, 
the real motive was concealed; but when a letter from Trim- 
beck Row to the Maratta Vackeel had been laid before the Com- 
tittce, it behoved them to prepare for the defence of the Carna- 
tick, or to know that defence became unneceflary. ‘The Prefident 
thereture difclofcd the fecret, and aflured them, that the moncy 
being uow paid, the angry Chicf would be appeafed. The event 
veritied lis prediction. 


The Committee, fo early as the 13th of March 1771, + obferve, 
“¢ Tt ay not improbable but the Marattas, to whom the Rajah 
“© of Panjore ts allied, may make a diverfion in his favour, by 
« founding a body of horie into the Carnatick, or even into the 
é¢ Jaghire.” Ina letter from Poonah, dated 2d November 1971 ¢, 
from Mhaudarow, the Chicf of the Masattas, to his Vackeel, com- 
planing of perpetual cvafions on the part of the Nabob, and of his 
army being gone againft the Rajah, but not with « A defign (which 
** God forbid!) to take the fort of Tanjore,” fays, “ Tell the Na- 
** bob therefore plainly, you have now, Sir, obliged me to pafs 
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“ three years in negotiation, If you propo affitting me, give me 
** that affiftance,; if not, tell me fo plainly.” He exprefics au 
apprehenfion, that the war which the Nabob is making againit 
Tanjore is not juft, but founded only upon a knowledge of fupe- 
rior ftrength; that the ‘T anjoreans would be unable to wit}ftand 
him; and directs his Vackeel to interpofe. The filence of Mhau- 
darow refpecting any requifition of fupport, together with his igno- 
rance of the real ftate of affairs with Tanjore, affords a flyong pre- 
fumption, that no direét intercourfe fubfifted between him and the 
Rajah. His Vackee} and his General were better informed, but 
they were bribed to deceive him. 


The sth December 1771, Governor Du Pré, in his remarks on 
the letter of Trimbeck Row + obferves, The Nabob, it ts certain, 
** did inform the Pretident, in the very beginning of the eapedition 
* againtt Tanjore, that it was neccflary to amutc the Maratta Vac- 
 kecl, who exprefled his apprchenfion that the great preparations 
« which had becn made, and the formidable army which was aflim- 
«© bled, were not intended merely to recover the Pefhcuth and charges 
« of the Rajah, but in fact to conquer the whole country ; a mea- 
“© fure of which the Marattas would certainly not remain peaceable 
s¢ {petators.” The Nabob informed the Profident he had given 
the ftrongett aflurances to the Vackcel that he entertained no tuch 
intention, but at the fame time faid, “ Vhefe wore oaiy picteuces 
<* to quict the Marattas, and prevent their difturbing our opus 
« tions; but that it was necefiary to take the fort, and totally re- 
«duce the Rajah, who was now become dangeious.”” The Vackecl, 
aware of the great preparations, could not be fo catily deccived; he 
was therefore corrupted to deceive his matter at Poonah. 


-¢ This letter, with the coinment of the Picfident, is printed in Appendix 
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& About the + fame time the Nabob informed the Prefident, but 
& defied it might be then kept a profound fecret, that he had fo fet- 
« thd matters with the Maratta Vackcel, that he hoped we fhould 
“ have no difturbance from the Marattas during the Tanjose expe- 
“© dition. The charm by which it was to be effected was a prefent of a 
“© Tack of Rupecs to Trimibeck Row, and near three Lacks more in 
“© prefents to other Surdars and to the Vackccl, upon which the Vackeel 
© had promifed to write to Trimbeck Row. At the time of writing 
“ the letter on which we are now remarking, this mongy had not 
“\ deen paid, and theretore, fays Trimbeck Row, no effect of your 
“¢ negotiation have I yet foen. The moncy however 1s now paid, 


“© which probably may appeafe the angry Chief for a-while.” 


Mr. Da Pik, tn his further remarks on this letter, adds, I? 
«© was uceeflary at all cvents to find fome expedient for a delay 
© that would carry us near the time of the rains, as we might hope 
‘the Tanjore expedition would be at an end.” He therefore 
with the Nabob had met the Wackeel, and amufed him with the 
expectation of orders from Europe. ‘This, but much more effectue 
«ally the palliative mentioned in note B. } produced a promife from 
«© the Vackee! that we fhould not be difturbed for fix weeks.” In 
execution of this promife the Vackeel amufed his mafter Mhaudarow 
at Poonah, by mifreprefenting the Nabob’s defigns refpeéting the 
Rajah of Tanjore, and by giving him expectations of afliftance from 
the Englith againft Hyder Ally. The Chief at Poonah however 
difcovered that the fame expetations were givcn to Hyder, and in 
his letter of the 2d of November commands his Vackcel to re- 
quire a potitive anfwer. An anfwer appears to have been given to 
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both parties, nearly in the fame terms, when the Tanjore expedi- 
tion was concluded +. 


That the money being unpaid was the true caufcof thearmy under 
Trimbeck Row entering the Carnatick is manifett. On the arth 
of October the fiege of Tanjore was difcontinued, the Rajah hav- 
ing fubferibed to the terms required by the Nabob. Trimbeck Row 
miuit have received the intelligence nearly as foon as it was known 
at Madras, viz. on the firft day of November; yet in his ktter 
dated the 20th of November he writes, And Tam continually re- 
“ cerving letters from Tanjore, adviling of the batters being advan- 
*¢ ced clofe to the ditch of the fort; that every morning or even- 
© ing it was expected to be ftormed ; that they the Tanjorcans had 
“\ no further ability of refiftance, and that the Gentoo Government 
“© there would be loft.” The Prefident on this part of the letter 
remarks, { « Notwithftanding what he fays in this paragraph, 
«© Trimbteck Row had actually received the news of the peace with 
«© Tanjore, but it fuited his purpote to conecal it; the plain mean- 
“¢ ing is this; you, fays he to the Vackel, are recuiving douccurs 


tt 


© fromthe Nabob, and jen with himin decciving me. As Fean- 
é¢ not march the army profefiedly tocntorce the payment of my 
« promifed douccur, J willcome under pretence of fuccouring Tan 
« jore, which T tind the Nabob means to take.” On the § 29th 
of November the Nabob in a Ictter to Trimbcck Row wuites, 
«© With a view in doing what would give you ploature, PT have parc 
«© to Madarow Sadalives in ready money fhe Lack of Rupees Tp o~ 
<< mifed you as a prefent threugh his means, and you will accordingly 
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&* receive it from him.” This charm again produced the defired 
effect, for the Committee writing to the Governor and Council of 
Bengal on the roth + of December, inform them of the Maratta 
invation ; ‘* Straggling parties,” they fay, “ have aCtually entered 
‘© this province, and plundered fome villages ; but their a€tions have 
‘6 been difavowed by the Maratta Vackeel at this place,” who had 
reccived the money, ‘ And they have retired out of the country, 
“* carrying with them their plunder.” Trimbeck Row hearing 
that the moncy had been paid, recalled the light troops, or Punda- 
raus, * Whofe profeflion” he deferibes to be $* plundering ;” and 
in anfwer to the Nabob’s friendly letter and prefent, he writes on the 
2oth of December], ** I {wear however by the Almighty, that im- 
«© mediately upon hearing the news thereof” (meaning the peace 
with Tanjore, the proteétion of which was ftill the oftenfible motive) 
«¢ Tditpatched two Sardars from my prefence to punith and bring to 
«* me under a guard thofe thieves: and the fame Almighty knows 
«« that the Badars, &c. liad plundered the places in your country 
** before the arrival of thofe Sardars.” 


Before the true caufe of this invafion had been difclofed by the 
Prefident, the Nabob fuggefted two motives § which might ope- 
rate with Trnmbeck Row. Firft he fuppofed that bills mighe 
have been given by the Rajah upon a promife of affiftance, and that 
this invafion was intended to afford a pretence for demanding pay- 
ment. This fuggeftion, made at Madras fo early as the 25th No- 
vember, has for it’s foundation a knowledge by Trimbeck Row that 
peace was made with Tanjore, or, in the Nabob’s language, « That 
§* matters were likely to be accommodated.” Allowing equal 
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time for the conveyance, the intelligence, from which this opinion 
was drawn, muft have preceded the letter of Trimbeck Row, re- 
ceved.on the 5th of December, eleven days. This fact therefore 
greatly corroborates the opinion of the Prefident, that when chat 
letter was written, Trimbeck Row actually knew of the peace, al- 
though he profefled to make the proteétion of the Rajah the often- 
fible caufe of his invation of the Carnatick. Thefe bills, tup; ofed 
to have been given to Trimbeck Row, the Maratta General, on tht 
frontiers of the Carnatick, do not correfpond with the inftructions 
from Poonah to the Vackeel at Madras, of a+ previous date to the 
letter of Trimbeck Row, directing the Vackecl to interpofe in fa- 
vour of the Rajah. Sumilar inftructions probably received at the 
fame time by the General from Poonah, will more naturally explain 
his making the prefervation of a Gentoo Government his oftentible 
motive. Butif bills had been given to the General, *it is fingular 
that in all his correfpondence no mention fhould have been made 
of any application from the Rajah whefe caufe he undertook ; that 
no trace fhould remain of a fubfequent demand on Tanjore. “The 
fuggeftion originated in the impreflions on the Nabob’s own mind, 
who fnew that Trimbeck Row tnvaded the Carnatick to obtain pas - 
ment of money pronufed, but he fubfiituted the name of the Rajah, a. 
the perfon making the promife, inftead of his own. 


The other motive fuggefted by the Nabob was, © That Nar- 
‘¢ rain Row, brother to Madavarow, is appoiuted to the command 
‘© of the troops in the Balaghaut; that upon his arrival Trimibeck, 
« Row's powers will ceafe, who is therefore dufirous of caller /ia7 
“ what be can previous to Narrain Row’s arrival.” If the object 


+ The letter to the Vackeel is dated the 2d November, that of Trimbers 
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of this invafion was “ Colleéting what be can,” by whgt magic was 
this defire of plunder fo entirely extinguifhed in the mind of ‘Trim- 
beck Row? What motive could induce him fo fuddenly to regall 
his troops? The moncy promifed by the Nabob had been paid, 
aud the atgry Chief was appeafed. 


The Committee refolved, that “‘’ The motives affigned by the 
«* Nabob tor the motion of the Marattas are natural and pro- 
‘© bable,” and direét a ftrong declaration to be made of their rcfo- 
Jution to proteét the Carnatick. But when the nearer approach of 
danger obliged the Prefident to difclofe the Nabob’s fecret, fo en- 
tirely did they rely on the effects of this payment, that no fteps 
were taken to refiftt the formidable invafion. Neverthelefs, in 
their letter to Bengal, dated the roth of December, they aflign 
anew motivé +, and fay, ** The defigns of the Marattas were to 
‘* invade this province, with a view of compelling us into a junction 
«¢ with them againft Myfore.” They informed the Council of Fort 
William, that the hoftilities then committed were difavowed by 
the Maratta Vackeel, andthat the army had retired. They add, 
“© We alfo learn, that a remforcement of 20,000 horfe, under the 
‘© command of Narrain Row, ison the march from Poonah, and 
*¢ we have alio reafon to belicve that avery formidable invafion will 
‘* be made on thus province.” To difprove the motive here affigned, 
of compelling a junction againit Myfore, the fact is decifive. With 
this formidable reinforcement of 20,000 horfe no hoftilities, were 
committed. The Vackeel at this period knew that the affiftance 
required would not be given againft Myfore; and within a month 
this refufal was formally confirmed in a letter written to Trimbeck 


4 Appendix, No. XIV, p. 224. 
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Row *; yet no invafion of the Carnatick hasbeen attempted by the 
Marattas from that period. 


The author of a “ State of Facts” refers gencrally to the Country 
Correfpondence inthe India-Houfe, to prove that the invation of the 
Carnatick by Trimbeck Row in 1771 originated from the intrigues 
of the Rajah of Tanjore. This correfpondence has now been pro- 
duced, and the public will judge of the evidence. “ He continued,” 
fays + tlfc fame author, “ his intrigues at Poonah.” In proof of 
thefe continued intrigtes, we arc told that he jent a perfon to folicit 
affiftance at that capital ia the beginning of 1773. Mr. Moftvn, 
the Englith Refident at the Court of Poonah, it is faid, * Advited 
** the Governor and Council of Fort St. George, that the Carnatick 
** was to be invaded by the combined forces of the Marattas and 
“ the Rajah.” { Reference is made to the minutes of the Select 
Committee. In thefe minutes the letter of Mr. Moftyn appears §, 
which contains advice to the Governor and Council, not only that 
the Carnatick will not be invaded, but that no affiftance will be 
obtained. The Rajah, when the intention of the Nabob to con- 
gucer his country was univerfally known, and when his Vackecl was 
refufed all intercourfe with the Englith, who, bound by a folemn 
treaty to protect his rights, were become parties againft him, did 
indeed apply at Poonah for permiffion to raife a body of horfe. 
Mr. Moftyn, on the 14th May, 1773, writes, that a promife, Jad 
been given, but that new obj. Qions were ftarted by the hea 
and that the permiffion, if granted, would Na aa be incfieétua 
He prdmifes to advife the Council, “If the Rajah fhould hereafter 
«© procure leave, and there fhould be any probability of hits gerting 

* Appcudix, No. NEW. pe 228, 
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“ troops.” The Committee, in deliberating upon this letter, adi 
thcir own opinion, with rcfpect to the Marattas +, “That an eX pe- 
+ dition againft Tanjore will not haften or retard their defigns.” 


The reflexions of our author are as curious as his facts t,  “ Ft 
‘« jy evident,” he tells us, “ from the whole tenor of Tuljaujee’s 
“ conduct, from the day the fiege of Fanjore was raifed, that he 
‘© meditated another war. He only waited for a fit opportunity of 
“ carrying fire and fword through the dominions of the Nabob, his 
“© Jawfal and acknowledged fuperior.” Such language may captivate 
the paffions, and miflead an uninformed reader. The Committee 
however at Madras, where the truth was notorious, were afhamed 
to employ fuch reafoning. On the 22d June 1773, after the pub- 
lic application of the Nabob foi the conqueft of ‘Tanjore, and only 
thiee days before they refolved to undertake the expedition, they 
confider this requeft of affiftance from Poonah as intended by the 
Rajah merely for the defence of his country. They fay, “ Nei- 
 theris the conduct of the Rajah in this inftance to be wondered at. 
«© The apprehenfions he before had, have been increafed by the pub- 
‘« lication of the Nabob's intention of reducing him, which has gained 
*« creditallover the country. He knows that, in our prefent fituation, 
© we cannot interfere in the difpute between him and the Nabob : 
“that the Naxos did not even allow bis Vackeel to wift the Pref- 
es dent, Under thefe circumftances it is not {urprifing that the 
“fy Rajah fhould endeavour to ftrengthen himfelf by ever Y means in 
“ lhis power, to enable him to withfand any attempts of the Nabob 
« azainft him§.” They judge it indeed dangerous that fuch 4 Power 
fhould fubtift, « Unlefs the Company can engage the Rajah to their 
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* intereft by a firm promife of fupport in a// his guff rights ;” that 
is, by a ftrict obfervance of the guaranty of 1762, which they had 
deliberately undertaken, repeatedly approved, and to which they 
were equally bound by the rules of juftice and of found policy moft 
firmly to adhere. 


Connexions the moft inconfiftent are imputed to the Rajah, to 
alarm the mind of an Englith reader for the fafety of our Settle- 
ments. The author of a * State of Facts” informs us, + that the 
Rajah ¢#Sent feveral embaffies to Hyder Ally,” evidently mean- 
ing, at this period, °with a view to a war with the Nabob and the 
Englifh. The idea of an allied army, confifting of troops from 
Powers at enmity with each other, from the Marattas and Hyder 
Ally, inveterate focs, would fcarcely have occurred to any man 
who had the fmalleft knowledge of the fyftem of policy in the 
peninfula of India. To bold affertrons late advices enable us to 
oppofe proofs. “1 received,” { fays Hyder Ally to the Rajah 
of Tanjore, ‘‘ with great pleafure the accounts of your reftoration 
<< from my Vackeel at Madras. Six months before you loft Tanjore I 
<< frequently wrote you of your approaching danger, but I have not 
« been able to Jearn whether you thought my advice worthy of atten- 
<¢ fon, It was your fate that thefe things fhould happen. How- 
«© ever, by the favour of the Almighty, your kingdom has been 
«¢ reftored to you. The Europeans have fhewn you great marks 
‘¢ of friendfhip and regard ; you muft therefore abide by i 
‘© vice, and they will continue to affift you.” The reader hiay 

+ Pake 30. 
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compare this letter with the letters of Hyder Ally in the Appendix 
toa “State of Faéts,” and with the conduct of this great man, 
for fuch he really is, in the war concluded by the treaty of 1769. 
The examination will doubtlefs convince him, that Hyder Ally 
nerfetly underftands the true intereft of the Englith, and dreads 
their power only when fubfervient to the ambition of the Nabob. 
Nothing but a compliance with this ambition can drive the Myfo- 
rean into an alliance with the French, or induce an able Prince ta 
folicit the affiftance of Europeans, who mutt in the event of a.fuc- 
cefsful war become the real mafters of his kingdom 


The Rajah, it is + faid, “¢ Entered into the ftri€teft connexions: 
«“ with the French, the Dutch, and the Danes, as appeared from: 
‘* the original Sunnuds, delivered up to the Nabab after the capture 
“ of Tanjore by the refpedtive Governors of thofe three nations.” 
General affertions can be aufwered only by general obfervations. For 
what purpofe could the Rajah invite thefe three European Powers 
to fend troops into his kingdom ? Could he hope that they would 
unite in his defence? Or did he propofe that thefe Powers fhould 
contend for the poffeffion of his dominions? The internal evidence 
of the tranfaction proves, that if fuch applications had been made, 
they muft have been the effect of defpair. In proof of his affertion, the 
author refers to Sunnuds, delivered up after the capture of Tanjore 
‘“« by the refpe‘tive Governors of thofe three nations.” No traces 
arefto Be found of any Sunnuds, or ceffion of territory, except to the 
Ditch ; and to explain this tranfaction, we fhall have recourfe to 
the teftimony of the Nabob’s fon, whom the Nabob had appointed 
to take charge of Tanjore. His fate of the tranfaction, tran{mitted 
to General Smith within a fortnight after the capture of the place 
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is this :--- That in the latter end of July laft, (one month therefore 
after the refolution had been taken to conquer Tanjore +) the Ra- 
jah applied to*the Dutch for money on the mortgage of part of the. 
country; that the Dutch accepted the propofal; but hearing that 
General Smith and the Nabob's fon had left Madras, they intifted” 
upon the neceffity of an abfolute fale; that the Rajah on hearing 
of General Smith’s arrival at Trichinopoly confented ; when the 
Dutch, inftead of paying the money, returned fome jewels which 
the Rajah had. formerly mortgaged; *¢ The Rajah wanting smne- 
“ diate affifiance from money, refuted the jewcls, and wrote himlelf 
“to the Dutch ? as alfo inftruéted his Ambafladors to acquaint 
them, shat if they did’ not pay the money, or return the lands, he: 
<< fhould confider the lands as taken by force. The Dutch detained. 
« the two Ambafladors, from whom the Rajah had not heard ’tll 
“¢ a week-before the ftorm {. The Rajah acquaints the Nabob, 
« that fuppofing the Dutch to have paid the moncy for the lands, 
< they certainly cannot be averfe to fhewing the receipts for it.” 


Such were the connexions of the Rajah with the Dutch, as ex- 
plained by the Nabob’s fon. He indecd difclofed the tranfation 
with reluctance, being unwilling to give any explanation without 
firft confulting his father. Mahomed Ally himfclf appears at this 
time to have entertained thoughts of le ee the Dutch from 
the Coaft of Coromandel ; neverthelefs, derftood that the. 
Englifh were in frit alliance with this nation in ’ con- 
fented that they fhould retain their ancient pofleffians, The un-, 
willingnefs afterwards exprefied by the Governor and Councilof Ma- 
dras; to employ force in recovering even the new ly-ncquired terrl- 
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-tories, induced him at length to pay a fum + of money, which the 
Dutch, cqually appichenfive of hoftilites, accepted, and agreed to 
relinguifh the grant. 


It is a painful tafk to follow the Nabob through all his prefen- 
fions. He reclaims the territories alienated by the Rajah, becaufe 
the Rajah was his tributary, and therefore had no right to difpofe 
of thefe countries without his confent. If Tanjore firft became 
tributary by the treaty of 1762, we have only to obferve, that no 
Yurther fubjection is impofed than the payment of an annual Pefh- 
cufh. If an antecedent right exifted, the reafoning equally extends 
to the more ancient poficfiions of all the European nations. The 
Dutch had poflefied Negapatnam, under a grant from the Rajahs of 
‘Vanjore, near a century before the Nabob, or his father Anwar a 
Dean Khin, were known iu the Deckan. The French likewife 
poflctitd Carrical by the fame title, fome years before Anwar a 
Jean was appointed, by Nizam ul Muluck, Phouzdar of Ar- 
cot; and this pofleffion, loft in the late war, was reftored by the 
1ith article of the Treaty of Paris. The exaét period when the 
Danes acquired Tranquebar cannot be afcertained; but their rights 
muft depend on the fame principle. When fuch pretenfions are 
advanced, the , confequence may deferve attention. Are the Englith 
to expcl the Dutch To violate the national engagement with 
the French? T* Udsidvs*themfelves the common enemy of all 
nations] Bor what purpofe? Will they gratify the ambition of 
the Nabob, , Incltly to become the firft of his flaves ? 


i 
+ The fum a€yaally paid on this account was no more than 2,45,000 Pagadass 
for 45,545 1. ssodas were the fum which the Dutch had paid to obtain a difcharge 
from the annual Pefheufh, and 1,80,000 were advanced to the Rajali upon a 
pledge of jewels of greater value, which the Nabob thercfore chofe to redeem. 


The 
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oi a * State of, Fats” afferts, _ fat, + both French 
Dutch had eagaped to Supply. the Rajah with troops « In his 
a dwar cagaingt | the Nabob.”™ Such inconfiftent affertions 
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to vented "with the. Dutch. - This tranfaGtion has been 
‘proved, from the teftimony | of the N abob's fon, to have been an at- 
fempt.on the past of the Rajah. to borrow money for the approaches 
ing .hege: of his capital, who alfo affirms, that the money was 
in «ruth never reccived.. A ‘former loan of 1 ,80,000 Pagodas is 
afterwards mentioned in adjufting thefe accounts, which the 
Dutch Governor explains to have been a fum advanced in 1771, 
when the Rajah was compelled to make large payments to the Na- 
bob, and had pledges: his jewels 49; penfonmtheeugagement }, Had 
the Dutch, poflefied of a valuable Settlement for more than a cen- 
tury, and desiving. privileges of trade from the grants of the Ra- 
jabs, taken arms in defence of the Government under which they 
lived, who could poffibly have condemned their conduct ? ‘Their 
behaviour however demonftrates, that, carelefs of the fate of 
Tanjore, they were intent only on tharing the {poil ; and the appli- 
ana them for money, dike that to the tyr Maratess for troops, 
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“ has alfo prevailed on the Governar of Ne§apatnam to write to Batavia 
-6¢ for the fame purpofe. His fole intention 18 to raife difturbances im 
‘ the Carnatick, and to deftroy the Englfp.” In the very moment 
win the Nabob folicits the repofleftion of Tanjore, he imputes the 
fame connexions to Hyder Ally which he before imputed to the Ra< 
jah, and for the fame purpofe. His fuppofed intentions muft become 


the pretence of a new war. 


Continued injuftice may poffibly realize thefe fables, by uniting 
all nations againft acommon enemy ; but nothing lefs than conti- 
nued injuftice can produce fo violent an effect, where oppofition of 
intereft muft forever remain. Ifthe Englith will render juftice to 
the Indian nations, the natural defire of Sovereigns.to preferve theie 
own authority muft preyent the introduétion of ftrangers; and 
fhould Europeans attempt to intrude themfelves by force, the 
Englith will be invited to refift them. This happened in 1758, 
when the French experienced the beginning of their misfortunes in 
the fiege of Tanjore; and even the prefent Rajah, now fuppofed to 
be hoftile, in his former quarrel with the Danes at Tranquebar, 
applied to the Englith for their affiftance. 


The 18th of ae 73) after feveral conferences had: been held 
on the sept sl iN oher again propofed to the Committee the 
reducti yore. The conqueft of the country is here avowed 
as the raat but the reafons afligned are fuch, that even thofe 
who in tantly idiented to the meafure, were afhamed to adopt the 
Nabob: profeffed motives. ‘Thefe juftificatory reafons confift chiefly 
of apprefiéhiions of the future conduét of the Rajah. He intrigued, 
it is faid with the Danes, with the Dutch, with the French, with 
the Marattas, and with Hyder Ally ; and his fole intention, in all 


+ Vide the Nabol’s Ictter, dated the 18th of June, 5975 Appendix, 
No. XXVIII. p. 1309. 
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thefe {uppofef intrigues, is abfurdly conjedtured to be, like the in- 
tention now imputed to Hyder Ally, to raife difturbances in the Car- 
natick, and to deftroy the Englifh. To thefe conjectures of hoftile 
intention, two complaints are added of injuries fuftained. One i is, 
that the Rajah did not affift the Nabob againft the Marawar and 
Nalcooty Polligars in 1771; the other, that the fums ftipulated 
in 19771 had not been paid. The reader may retnember, that ho- 
ftilities by the Rajah againft thefe Polligars, though concluded by 
a treaty more than four months before the expedition commenced, 
were yet the profeffed motive to the firft war againft Tanjore; that 
the Rajah was compelled to relinquith the {poil he had taken, which 
the Nabob appropriated to himfelf ; that the next day after the ex- 
pedition againft Tanjore was concluded, the Nabob’s Son propofed 
to fubdue thefe Polligars, for no better reafon, than becaufe there 
never was ** ff finer army collected together ;"" and that Mahomed Ally 
himfelf within fix days applied to the Council, avowing that the Pol- 
ligars were really hoftile, and never had been aétually dependent on 
Trichinopoly from the time when Gentoo Rajahs governed in 
that country. The army however marched againft thefe fuppofed 
fubjeéts, whom the Nabob had taken arms to protect, and their 
deftruétion was the neceflary effect. When the army marched, the 
Rajah remained at Tanjore to fettle his own Govffnment, convulfed 
by the fiege of his capital, and to make thé-2.;4%d payments to 
the Nabob, by borrowimg from his own (abietey aes nad b PMing 
his jewels to the Dutch. ‘That the Rajah did not a%cpampany the 
army, for the firft time imputed as a negleét at the atin of 
two years, is alleged in this letter of the Nabob as a p ncipalymo- 
tive to a new war 3’ a war which it was not intended to terminate 
but by aconqueit of the whole country. What aggravates the ab- 
ford injuftice of this pretext is, that the fine army mentioned by the 
Nabob’s Son appeared too numerous to be employed agaiit-the 
Polligars, and a confiderable part were difmifled to their canton- 
3 ments, 
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ments §. The other injury allegedis, if poflible, mote ridiculous 
than the former. ‘The Nabob fays, that there retained due from 
the Rajah, of the fum ftipulated, ten Lacks of Rupees. Here we 
amuft recollect, that in 1771, while the Englith army lay before Tan- 
jore, confiderable fums had been paid to the two‘fons of the Nabob 
Without account, which in the eaftern-ftyle are denominated pre- 
forms; that a confiderable fum had likewife been paid towards dif- 
charging the expenfes of the expedition, and that diftricts yielding a 
revenue of 16 Lacks per annum had been affigned, which,eupon the 
Nabob’s own eftimate, would difcharge the whole within twovyears. 
Thefe two years were nearly expired; the fatt therefore of this 
debt remaining appears highly improbable.. But fuppofing for a 
moment Yo Lacks were unpaid +, ‘the diftricts yielding a revenue 
of 16 Lacks per annum would within one year difcharge this {um, 
and alfo the annual Pethcuth of 4 Lacks growing due, and leave a 
furplus of 2 Lacks as an advance for the fucceeding year.. When 
the Nabob therefore had the means of payment in his own hands 
without drawing the fword, to make this debt the pretext for a 
war mutt be the moft wanton injuftice. 


No intercourfe fubfited between the Rajah and the Englith ; 
for the Committéjdeclare, “‘’That the Nabob did not even allow 
*< his Vackee “SMePthe Prefident J.” To examine therefore 
the KEtts off of he refpettive parties might be deemed impracticable. 
ane Corpayiyeee plainly thought the rafk uaneceffary. Deliberat- 


In the A ci following, when the expedirion againg the Marawar and Nal- 
‘eooty Poltigats was refumed, 550 Esropeans, with three battalions of the Com- 
spany’s Sepoys, were employed, and evoa this force mas thought by feveral 
members of the Council more than fafficient. “Vide Diffent of Meffcure 
Stratton and Mackay. Appendix, No “X XVI. p. 957. 

¢ The Rajah affirms, ‘that ‘befete -ché ld expedition cetbsboesl, he had 
‘tranfmitted bills on Mr. Benfield tor the fam demanded by the Nabkob. Vide 
Appendix, No. XXVIII. p. 1279. 
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ing on the advaces from Poonah, when they judged that + “ The 
‘« apprehenfions he (the Rajah) before had, have been increafed by 
“ thre publication of the Nabob’s intention of reducing him, which br. 
‘© gained credit all over the country,” and that thefe apprehenfions 
had naturally produced his application at Poonah, they add, * How- 
‘< ever, fetting all thefe contiderations afide, it is evident, that, in 
*¢ the prefent fyftem, it is dangerous to have fuch a Power in the 
‘¢ heast of the province.” The prefent fyffem is not explained ; 
but in the former s/yftem, this Power had by it’s affiftance enabled 
the Nabot and the Englith to preferve Trichinopoly, and to defeat 
the French. The reafon for this opinion of the Committec they 
immediately fubjoin: ¢* That unlefs the Company can engage the 
Rajah to their intereft, by a firm promife of fupport in all his Just 
RIGHTS, we look upon it as certain, that fhould any troubles arife 
‘- in the Carnatick, whether from the French or a country enemy, 
and prefent a favourable opportunity of freeing bimfelf from bis 
apprehenfions of the Nasos, he would take part againfi bim, and 
at fuch a time might be a dangerous enemy in the South.” 
The conclufion from all this reafoning is admirable ; for afluming 


that «* A firm promife of fupport m all bis juft ed to the Rajah 


nm 


é 


« 


Lad 


no 


¢ 


é 


r 


4 


n 


was a thing impoffible, the Committee 1 lately add—** The 
‘6 propriety and expediency therefore of embr.-u..2°u¢ prefent oppor- 
‘© tunity of reducing him entirely before fuch an evilat t“kes*place, 
“ or before be has ih atid bimfelf by alliances Sead any other 
“s Powers, are EVIDENT.” The Committee then priyceeded to de- 
liberate upon dangers to be apprehended in the execution; and 
judging that the Marattas ‘* Will be unable to pafs the Kiftnah,” 
and that Hyder Ally 1s ** Too much employed in fettling his own 
“¢ affairs to attempt any thing,” they refolve upon the conqueft of 
‘Tanjore. 
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This reafoning appears in the confultations ef the Com- 
mittee on the 22d Jrne ; and, after another conference had with 
“thy Nabob, the Committee requeft the concurrence of the Cbun- 
cilon the 28th of the fame month. The next day the Council 
affign their rcafons for aflenting to the expedition. The firft diffi- 
culty which occurred was the guaranty in the treaty of 1762, 
which they declare to be null and void. The reafons given for 
this opinion +, though formally divided into three, are comprited in 
this one pofition —That becaufe the treaty of 176% was not in terms 
ratified and confirmed in 1777, it muft have been the intention of 
the contraQing parties to ditcharge the Englifh from that guaranty. 
The reader will recollect, that before the Rajah fubmitted to the 
terms dictated by the Nabob, he implored the interpofition of the 
Governor ; nay humbled himielf fo tar as to entreat the influence of 
the Indian interpreter, to obtain peace upon any conditions which 
the Enghth might prefcribe. The reader will likewife remember, that 
the war of 1771 wasin truth the act of the Englith, and that their 
troops compelled the Rajah to fign the ftipulations prefcribed by 
the Nabob, in which no mention was made of the former treaty. 
The fuppotition, therefore, that the Rajah va/entar//y renounced the 
protection of the Engiith, to fubmit himfclt entirely to the Nabob, 
fiom aghom tf pharinty was intended to protect him, and of 
Bie ae 8 


udgment of thefe Gentlemen themfelves, he cnter- 
tained pier’ apptchenfions left the Nabob fhould take poffeffion 
of his country; and that he fhould have voluntarily renounced 
this guaranty, for the fole purpofe of obtaining worfe terms, 
without any fecurity that thefe terms fhould be obferved, is not 
only incredible, but in point of fact utterly falfe. Moreover this 
fuppofition admits the war in 1771, on the part of the Englith, 
to have been the moft barefaced injuftice ; for it prefumes, that their 
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conduct was not, in execution of the treaty of 1762, to fupport the 
juft rights of the Nabob. If it werc, then they (the fame party, as 
reprefenting the Englifh Nation) muft prefume, that they had not 
exceeded the juft bounds of their duty as guarantees; that theysfad 
only compelled the party failing to fulfil his engagement; and 
confequently, that the guaranty remained a fubjifing obligation. In 
whatever light therefore the fubject may be confidered, we thall of 
necefhity recur to this queftion—W hether the guarantee can or can- 
not renounce the gbligation? That the guarantee cannot compel one 
party to difcharge him is evident, for this would be only to add 
violence to injuftice. That the guarantee cannot difcharge him- 
felf, by renouncing the obligation, feems to be a pofition equally 
manifeft ; for if he can do this at pleafure, treaties are worle than 
ufelefs; they become inftruments of fraud and deccit upon thofe 
who rely on the faith of the contra€ting parties. The affirmative 
of this queftion appeared too ftrong a pofition for the Council 
to advance in terms; but they adopt generally the rcafons of the 
Committee, who were kfs delicate +. The fecoud reaion given 
by the Committee, why the guaranty did not remain in force, is, 
‘“ Becaufe this Government promifed, at the cammencement of the 
“ expedition}, not to interfere in any negotiate between the Na- 
« bob and the Rajah, but to leave the whele ty be fettled by him §.” 
This promife given to the Nabob plainly refolver. itfel? gto the 
queftion above ftated; for if a guaranteecannot at pleafure renounce 
his engagement, this was a promite piven in dire uppofition toa 
prior, fubfifting obligation by a treaty, tewhich both the Nabob and 
the Englith were contracting parties. 
+ Theit caprefiion is, * As well as for the reafons given by the Committec.” 
Appendix, No. AXWIT. p. 1129. 
+ In the year 1771. 
Appendix, No. XXVIT. p.r1a6. Their view of the confeynences of de~ 

termini thigzqucftion in the faine page of the Appendix, and indecd ther 
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There vet remains to be examined’ another reafon: “ Becaufe 
© the condué of the Rajah, which obliged this Government to 
« take up arms againft him, cancelled every obligation contgined 
“*sn that treaty.” { To examine the truth of this pofition has been 
the principal purpofe of the prefent work. Tne nature of the ob- 
ligation however deferves fome obfervations, By the treaty of 
1762the Rajah and Nabob ‘ Mutually confented to eftabhith a 
‘¢ firm friendfhip between them.” That the Rajah had violated 
this friendthip, by invading the Marawar Polligar, was one caufe 
alleged for the firft war. By the fame treaty the Rajah engaged 
to pay an annual Pefhcuth of four Lacks; the Nabob, “ That he 
“© will not demand any thing more.” The neglect to pay this 
annual Pefhcufh was another caufe alleged for the war in 1771. 
The Nabob folicited the afliftance of the Englifh; the Rajah ap- 
pealed to their juftice; they were therefore bound to decide be- 
tween the parties, and to enforce their decifion. In faét, the Eng- 
lith did interpofe, and marched their army againft Tanjore. No- 
thing antecedent could excufe them, fo intervening without a pre- 
tence of injury to themfelves, from rendering equal juftice to both 
parties. Their duty is implied in the nature of the obligation 
under which they sed; but in this inftance, the duty and it’s 
extent are in terms prefcribed by the treaty: * In cafe either 
‘© pargg*fhall fail in the performance of the articles, or any part 
“< thereof,” we'will,” fay the Englifh as guarantees, ‘ to the utmof 
“* of our power, affift the other party to compel bim who fhall fail to 
‘+ fulfil his agreement, and to render due fatisfaction for his failure 
‘¢ therein.” If the Englith exceeded the bounds of their duty thus 
prefcribed, they violated their engagement; and it would be a fingu- 
lar mode of reafoning, from one violation of duty to infer an ex- 
emption from all obligation in future. 


j Appendix, No. XXAVII. page 1116, 
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The reader will probably think, that the Enelith could not 
confider themfelves difcharged from the obligation, had the re- 
nunciation been yiade in terms by the Rajah, while their army ify 
before his capital. The truth however is, that the exa&t Pefhcuth, 
firft afcertained by the treaty of 1762, is exprefsly continued in 
r77t. The other articles, exorbitant or otherwife, the plunder of 
the Mayawar, and the fis paid for the expentes of the expedition, 
were demanded as 4 compeni:tton for fuppofed injurtes,  “Phis part 
of the treaty was morcover evecuted; for to defray thefe expentes 
dittridts wore immediately afigned.  Unlefs thercfore the cngage- 
ment of the Rajah to affitt the Nabob with his troops, which the 
Nabob and his friends pretend was implied in the payment of 
tribute, be confidercd us a xew obligation, uucthing remaired so be 
performed in future but what the treaty of 1762 had prefcribed, 
Now the fingle reafon why a new treaty may in fome cafes difcharge 
a guaranty is, that if the partics voluntarily, without the in- 
tervention or confent of the guarantee, vary their refpective rights, 
he is not célived to enforce a future performance of their new engage- 
ments. But nowriter on the law of nations has yet maintained, 
that the guarantee might juftly az in oppofition to his own ea prefs 
engagement; much lefs, that having actually interpofed in one in- 
ftance, the exce/s of compenfation exacted dy his own forces corsdd cx~ 
cmpt him from all future obligation, 


The Council having refolved that the Company were no longer 
guarantees of the treaty of 1762, procced to ftate their reafons why 
they decmed it juft and right to conquer the country of Tanjore, 
as the Nabob had requefted. To comment on their arguments 
would be a wafte of time. The firft reafon afligned is, + ‘* Becaufe 
*¢ it appears to them (the Council) that in confeguence of the humi- 
< lating cand:lions to which the Rajah of Tanjore was obliged to 

4+ Appendiy, No. XVII. p. 1129. 
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& fubmit at the conclufion of the late peace, and the conffant ap- 
cé preber ufions he is under of the N.bob’s taking poffefion of his couniry, 
Kit 13 mater al, and there is all reaton to believe he will take the firft 
good oppor Lunity ot jouung any Power , be it European or Country, 
“© by whofe aid le may think himfelf enabled to fhake off his prefent 
“yoke, recover his former dignity and power, and if pofiible retaliate 
“© upon thofe who werc the means of reducing bim to his prefent fate.” 
Such are the relative fituations of the partics, and the avowed mo- 
tives of the war, as ftated by the Council. Former injuftice creat- 
ed a fufpicion in the authors of that injuflicc, that the Rajah «wil? 
hereafter be hoftile; and the inference is as curious as the prin~ 
ciple: “ The undertaking of the prefent expedition sherefore, and 
“6 the Rajah’s total reduftien, ave Lbeweume matters of Jelf-defence 4) 

The fuccecding arguments arc defigned to prove, that if the Rajah 
be not reduccd, great danger is to be apprehended from other 
Powers; and that to prevent the prefent expedition, thefe other 
Powers will not af this time interfere. Convinced by fuch argu- 
ments, the Board inftantly refolve, «* That it is expedient and ne- 
** ceffary to undertake the propofed expedition againft Tanjore.” 
The preceding day the Board had adjourned, becaufe ** The Mem- 
*¢ bers of the Council, fenfible of the smportance of the fubjeét 
‘¢ which 1s now fubmitted to their determination, defre further 
es time to confider of it before they give their opinion f ;” yet on the 
next day, the probable conviction from the debate was fo far antici 
pated, that a CALCULATE of the force neceflary in the reduc- 
** tion of Tanjore” was delivered to the Board the momént the 
former refolution had pafied, immediately approved, and it was in- 
{tantly ordered, “« That the neceflary inftruétions be difpatched toz 
‘© the troops being put in motion as foon as poffible §.” 


+ Appendix, No. XXVII. p.rsjo. = Ibid. pp 1128. § Ibid! p. Pr32- 
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The fiege of Tanjore commenced the 20th of Auguft 1773, and 
the place was taken by ftorm the 17th of September following. 


The conqueft of Tanjore had been undertaken by the Governor 
aud Council, as a meafure of felf-defence ; yet when taken, it was 
immediately delivered to the Nabob, who placed a garrifon of his 
own troops in the fort. On the a7th of September the Prefident, 
acquainted the Board, that *‘ He had reprefented to the Nabob the 
“© expediency of having an European garrifon in Tanjore, as he did 
not think the place altogether fecure, if only garrifoncd by his 
“* own Sepoys : That the Nabob had always evaded giving a pofi- 


“« tive anfwer on this fubjeét, and only faid, that he would foon 
“© come and canfult with his ficuds upui it +” The remonftran-~ 
ces of General Smith induced the Council to renew their reprefen- 
tation, to urge the opinion of the General, and again to rcqueft the 
Nabob’s “* Acquiefcence in a meafure which is evidently fo much 
«© for his own advantage.” The Prefident twice conferred with 


on 
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‘ 
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the Nabob upon the fubjet, and then reported his final determi- 
nation : ** That he was not in the Ieaft convinced of the expedi- 
“© ency of having an European garrifon in Tanipre, as he confiders 
‘© ed the place perfectly fecure in the pofleflion of his own troops 3” 
«« that for the prefent he has no occafion for the afhftancg pf the 
«© Europeans in Tanjore; when he has, he will then apply for 
“ them.” The Prefident further added, ‘¢ That the Nabob ex- 
‘“¢ prefled much uneafinefs, and appcared to be much alarme@l as 
‘© our preffing this meafure fo ftrenuoully $." General Smith, in 
a letter received the 1ft October §, further urged the neceftry of an 
European garrifon, as effential to the fafity of the place; reprefunted 
the number of men fick and wounded ; that fince the fieze many 


op COnfultation 27th September, 1773. Appendix, No. XXVIII. p. 1232. 
$ Tbid._adth of September, p. 1236, § Ibid. aft of Otluber, p. 1242. 
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more were reported unfit for duty ; that the European corps were 
much diminifhed ; and that as the rainy feafon approached, it 
wovld be effential to the health of the troops, they fhould be 
‘¢ Quartered in proper tire, which might be in ‘Tanjore and it’s 
«¢ dependencies.” The Council affented to the reafoning of the 
General, but their fear of diigufting Mahorned Ally prevented it’s 
effect. The approaches before Tanjore were demolithgd, the 
breach was repaired, and the fort parrifoned by the Nabob’s troops, 
under the command of Monfieur Martinz, an European officer in 
his fervice. 


The conqueft of Tanjore, and the immediate furrender of that 
country to Mahomed Ally, have been vindreatcd as the neceffary 
confequence, if not the direé&t object, of orders received from the 
Court of DireGtors. Thefe orders, which have been partially ‘felec- 
ted, bear date the 17th of Marcel py69. It is not efféntial to our 
prefent purpofe to enquire, how. far the fentiments at that time 
exprefled by the Directors may be confiftent with the rights: of 
the Rajah, or with the engagements of the Company ; we fhall 
prove, what in oux view: of the fubje& is more noaterial, that the 
aggrandizement of the Nabob was not the intention of thofe- who 
wrote, por fo underftood by thofe to-whom the letter was addref- 
fed; 4nd that thefe orders, whether juft! or uhjuft, had. beer in 
terms revoked before the firlt expedition. againft Tanjore was agi- 
tateédt hy the Council. 


I¢-has been already remarked, thet fuccefS attended the Emylith 
arms in the beginning of the war againft Hyder Ally,: whieh con» 
menced in 1767, but terminated inglorioufly, by attreaty.conclu+ 
ded the 3d of April 1769, under the walls of Madras. Turing 
the intermediate period, while we were yet fyccefsful, the Lirectors 
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received complaints from the Nabob, not only that the Rajah with» 
held all afliftance, but that he was really become the enemy of the 
Englith. Without other information, and adopting the idea fug- 
gefted by the Nabob, that Tanjore had been protected by the ope- 
rations of the Englifh army, the Directors declare it ts juft, that 
the Rajah ** Should be made to bear fome part of ihe expeile of 
‘¢ thof: meafures, to which be owes his fecuiity and the peace of bis 
“© country.” They therefore cnjoin the Select Committee to give 
“© the Nabob fuch fupport as may be cffectual; and if the Rajah 
« refufes to contribute a juft proportion to the expenfe of the war, 
“© you are then, to purfue fuch meafures the Nabob may think 
“ confiftent with the juftice and dignity of his Government.” § 
From this part of thg letter alone it is evident, that the DircQors 
intended nothing more than to compel the Rajah to coutribute a 
proportion of the expenfe, vpon a fuppofition, that to thof mea- 
fures he owed bis fecurity and the peace of his country. Subfequeur 
events removed even the appearance of a claum. ‘The retreat of the 
Englith army left the dominions of the Rajah without protection, 
expofed to an enemy whom the hoftilities of the Englith had pros 
voked, and whofe country had been ravaged by the 'fanjorean hort, 
ang in conjunction with the Englifh troops. ‘The treaty of peace 
with Hyder Ally was concluded nearly at the period when the 
letter abovementioned was written, and the Rajah of Tanjore be- 
ing exprefsly included in that treaty, all retrofpect became impufli- 
ble, except by a direét violation of this recent and foley cnpage= 
ment. Thete events appear to have becn very nnperfedtly known 
to the Court of Direétors at that period; yct ina fubfequent letter, 
after condemning the conduct of the Governor and Council throug is 
out this war, they + obferve, “The Rajah is, as we conceive, 
§ Appendix, No. XX. p. §25. 

4 This letter is dated agd March, 1770, ani arrived at Madras, in the 
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effectually fheltercd, by the fuith of a treaty, from being com- 
pellable to contribute a fingle Rupce towards defraying the 
charges of the war; our former ordefS therefore in this refpect, 
relative to the King of Tanjore, muft be fufpended, becaufe 
they are rendered utterly impoflible to be carried into executign, 
without committing a breach of the treaty you have lately con- 
idea "4 
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During thefe troubles the Nabob’s former debt to the Com- 
pany remained unpaid. More than fixteen Lacks of Pagodas 
had been advanced to profecute the war. The Directors were 
not apprifed, that three thoufand Tanjorcan horfe had ferved 
with the ‘Englifh troops under Colonel Wood ; much lefs could 
they at that time fufpect, that the retreat of our army would en- 
able Hyder Ally te exaét a compcufation from the Rajah for 
affiftance given to the Englifh, and for the confequent ravages il 
the dominions of Myfore. Imprefled therefore with the opinion, 
that the country of Tanjore would be protected by the Englifh 
arms, they required the Rajsh to contribute a proportion to the 
expenfe of the war; Lut the conqueft of that country for the 
Nabob was dircétly repugnant to their views, plainly exprefled 
in the fame letter. In the beginning of the letter of the 17th of 
March 1769, the DireCtors fay, ‘* The tenor of our letters to the 
*¢ Separate Department, fince the negotiations were commenced 
“with Nizam Ally for the Circars, will explain to you the fenfe we 
“have aatertained of the deviations that have been made from our 
~* former more contracted, but, as we truft, more permanent fyftem,, 


Lord Mansfield, the rsth of September, 17703 a duplicate was fent by the 
Morfe, which arived the roth of April, 1973. The letter of the Council: 
yo General Smith to march againft Tanjore is dated the qth of Anguft, 1772- 
t Appendix, No. XX.p. 535. 
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‘¢ of confining our influence and pofleffions within the boundaries 
“‘ of the Carnatick. It is to retreat back within thofe limits, and for 
“‘ other purpofess which we fhall hereafter exprels, that we 
ft hereby appoint you a Seleét Committee, and intruf? to your direction 
“< and abilities the conduc? of our political affairs+.” In the fame 
letter, taking notice of reports refpecting the private creditors of 
the Nabob, they add, “* We are alarmed leit this debt to indi- 
“ viduals fhould bave been the real motive to the aggrandizement of 
«© Mahomed Ally, and that we are plunged into a war to put him 
«< in poffeffion of revenues for the difcharge of that debt.” They 
urge therefore, as anacafure preferable to an increafe of revenuc 
by conqueft, a reduction of the Nabob’s cxpenfes, particularly’ in 
his military force, which ‘ Have been increafing toa degree, as 
‘¢ would almoft incline us to think he meant to rely on them for 
«© the defence of the Carnatick.” “They require the Committee 
to reprefent to the Nabob the folly of fuch intentions, to incul- 
cate thé neceffity of re-eftablifhing his finances, to remind him 
of the long war fuftained by the Englith in iis defence, and of 
the probability of another ftruggle with the fame powerful encmy. 
The inference which they make is, that the Nabob  Muft con- 
« fine al his ambition to the putting the Carnatick in a proper 
& ftate of defence, by keeping up the fortifications, and having 
« his magazines well ftored.” Tn a letter to Mahomed Ally of 
the fame date, the Directors explain their views in terms not tp 
be mifunderftood. ‘They fay, { “* Commerce is the great object &¥ 
“our attention; it is for the protection of that we have been 
“ forced to cngage in the wars of Indoftan, and that proteétion 
«is all We aim at. We feck no new poficfhions or revenues, but 
« with to fec the whole Empire in peace, that we may carry on 
« our conunerce uninterrupted to the remoteft parts. We with 


+ Appendix, No. AX. p. 524. 1 Appendix, No. XX. p. §27- 
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«you L.ccleney to adopt the fame principles of moderation, 


© and te confine all your views tg the peaceable pofleffion and 
« oood government of the Carnatick.” 


li is not eafy to conceive how the ideas exprefied in thefe letters 
gc to be reconciled to the conqueft of Tanjore by Englith troops. 
and tothe independent pofleffion of that courftry by the Nabob ; 
vt ftom a fingle paragraph of the firft Ictter, unexplained, is the 
whole argument derived ; which paragraph, as before obferved, was 
revoked in the moft pointed terms by fubfequent orders, received at 
Madras in September 1970. On the 13th of March f771r}, the 
Commnittce deliberating on the firft expeditio# again{t Tanjore, take 
notice of the orders /utely received by the Dolphin Frigatc, againtt 
beaming patties in difputes between the Powers of India; and on 
thie 24th of July following they fay§, “* We have no caufe to “fer 
« tlom any orders we have received from the Company, that they 
‘© qu the fort and country of Tanjore were conquered, and the 
* prefent pofleffors difpoffetled ; but on the contrary, that they 
« willnot have esther their paffeffions or thofe of the Nabob extended, 
“or the hereditary pofleflors of terntory difpotiefled; but only 
‘« that they fhould be reduced to fuch terms, as may give fafety to 
“© the Carnatick and to their own poflefiions.” The Commijttce 
however refolve to prepare for an expedition againft the Rajab, 
on pretence of fupportiug a negotiation, commutted wholly to the 
Nidub, with the profefled view of obtaining a pecuniary fatisfac- 
rn for fuppofed injurics; yet they moft difingenuoufly fupprefs 
the ketter of 1770, in which the Dire€tors declare, that to de- 
Ymnand a fingle Rupee would be a manifeft breach of the treaty 
ot 1769 +. 
} Appendix, No. KXII. p. G59. § [bid. p. 703. 
4 The object of the Committee was the conqueft of Tanjore 3 vide page 101. 


‘The manacr in which they mifled the Dire&ors may be feen in the letter of 
tre Court of Directors, Appendix No. 1X. from p, 145 to p. 152, 


5 The 


( 113) 


The Letter of 1770, revoking the orders of 1769, may is 
fair conftruction be confilered as prohibiting an attack upon Tan- 
jore. On the moft limited interpretation, this letter revives the 
antecedent orders of the Company, which are plain, direét, and 
uniform. ‘The Directors in 1763 approved the treaty concluded 
between the Nabob and the Rajah, and the guaranty of that 
treaty by the Company *. Difputes arofe in 1764 refpecting the 
waters of the Cavery ; upon which occation, after exprefling their 
concern at theunreafonable oppofition of the Nabob to the repair 
of the banks, they write +, ‘In fuch a cafe as this you thould 
‘© thew a firmnets becoming the Power you reprefent. You have 
<¢ puarantied the treaty made in 1762 between him and the 
¢ King, and have therefore a right to interfere in fubjects of con- 
* tention that may arife between them, though not immediately 
‘ exprefled in thetreaty.” They recommend an effectual inter- 
pofition, and add, ** This juftice requires, and confidering the 
+ two Powers in a political light, we think it is for our intereft that 
s¢ each fhould be maintained in bis proper rights.” In December 
following, alarmed by a new fcheme of conqueft by Mahomed 
Ally, they obferve, } “It is but too evident, from the Nabob’s 
‘s letter to us, that his ambition would lead him into an attempe 
« to gain the Subahfhip of the Deckan, if we were wild enough 
‘© to fupport him in it.” They declare, in the ftrongeft terms, 
that they never can approve the undertaking, and affign this reafon ; 
6° For the fpirit of congueft is by no means that which §Squles with 
“< 45, and which we hope you will never fuffer to gain the afcendant with 
+ you.” ‘They add, || “ We are well pleafed that you -hawe at laft 
*¢ made the Nabob fenfible how much it is his intereft t - 

* Appendix, No. VI. p. 84. + Ibid. p. 86. { App. No. XX. iG 

§ The fame fentiments are conveyed in a letter of the fame date addreffed to 
the Nabob. 

{| This paragraph being printed in Appendix, No, VI. p. 87. is omitted in 
Appendix, No. XX. 
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“ tain a friendfhip and harmony with the King of Tanjore. 
‘ Whether he be fincere or not in thefe profeffions, .it is well that 
< he feems fo; and it muff be your care to keep him in that tem- 
“6 per, and to prevent bis attempting any thing unjufily to the Rajah's 
“ prejudice. The great reluctance he has fhewn to fuffer the 
« lmks of the Cavery and Annacut to be repaired, is°xo favourable 
+ proof of the difpaftion he bears towards the Rajah's. Government. 
‘ ‘The improvement and extenfion of our cominerce on the Coaft 
« (an object we have greatly at heart) depends fo much on the 
«¢ ‘peace of the Carnatick, that it is become a neceflary part* of 
‘© our fyftem to watch over and preferve it’s tranqufility. ‘This be- 
‘“‘ ing cftablithed as a fundamental principle, you muit endeavour 
“* to form your conduct thereon, and prevent, as much as you 
‘ prudently can, one Power from encroaching on another” In. 
1767, {peaking of the leffer Zemindars and Polligars dependent 
on the Carnatick, the Directors write, + ** As the object in view is 
“¢ not, or ought not to be, the acquifition of territory to the Nabob, 
‘* but to put it out of the power of drs neighbours, or bis fubjects,, 
“¢ to difturb the peace of his goverument, it appears to us too 
‘ fevere to difpoffe/s thefe people entirely of their hereditary rights, ma 
Again, { “ It requires your conftant attention to prevent the Na- 
‘s bob bringing on bimfelf new quarrels with bis neighbours.” — 
Speaking afterwards of the King of Tanjore, they fay, § “* You 
** gauff lofe no opportunity of raifing im him the idea of a firm depen- 
‘“S dence gp our friendfbip. You will not want opportunities, we 
: sr ee of giving proofs of your impartiality, for we dif- 
“* covering many inftances a want of cordiality between him and 
“ pa ena Further---** We fear the Nabob will ever be 
*) {eeking pretences to provoke him, in order to draw you into 
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* the quarrel, in Lopes of adding fome part of the Tanjore country to 
*< bisown.” As the river Ca¥ery will afford numberlefS fubjects 
of difpute, it is recommended to procure a precife account of the 
ancient ufages, that the Governor and Council ‘* May be enabled, on 
“ good grounds, to mediate in fuch difputes, without injuring the 


« Nabob, or (to gratify bis paffons) facrificing the rights of the King.” 


The fubfequent orders + of the Direétors relate more immediately 
to the war againft Hyder Ally ; but thefe orders are likewife uniform 
again{t extemding the poffeflions of the Company, or of the Nabob.. 


Is it poffible for imagination to conceive a conduct more oppofite 
to the inftructions received from the Court of Directors, than 
giving to Mahomed Ally the independent poffeficn of Tanjore? Or 
could there be a mode of executing that meafure more repugnant 
to the letter and fpirit of the Court’s inftruétions, than committing 
the whole negotiation to the Nabob, and their army to the orders 
of his Son? Neither was this open contempt of the orders of the 
eCompany excufed or extenuated by the pretence of public intercft ; 
for the Committee, in their letter of the 31ft of January 1770, 
avow it as their opinion, that it would neither be good policy in 
the Company to /ufer the Nabob of the Carnatick to reduce Tan- 
jore, if he were powerful enough of himfelf to cffect it, nor pru- 
dent for the Company to conquer Tanjore by their own force, and 
to place it under his management and control f, 


An apology has been made for the Committee who patina? 
the fecond expedition in 1773. It has been faid, they requeftedt 
the decifion of the Directors, and that a ftrong line might be traced 
for their guidance. It is true this requeft was made, in a letter 
dated the 28th February 1772; and the alternative ftated by the 
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Committee for the opinion of the Directors is, “ Either to take 
«¢ the King of Tanjore openly and avowedly under your protection, 
«« and give him proofs of your impartial JustTIcE, which we think, 
«<< even nor, notwithfandng what has paffed, will bind him firmly to 
“+ your intereff, or to conquer and fubdue him totally ;--~but in the 
“ Jatter cafe the confequent arrangements avill be matter of the moft 
<< ferious confideration +.” No anfwer could be received to this letter 
before September 1773. { The 22d June preceding the Committee 
declare their expectation of thefe orders and inftructions ;_ yet with- 
out fuggefting a motive, which did not exift in 1772, they decide 
the queftion upon which they had fo recently requefted inftruc- 
tions ; they refolve to conquer Tanjore; and without once delibe- 
rating on the confequent arrangements, which were to be matter of the 


moft ferious confideration, they deliver the fort and country to the 
Nabob. 


The Committee had particularly requefted the decifion of the 
Directors, how far the Company’s guaranty of the treaty of 1762 
was affected by the expedition againft Tanjore in 1771, and the 
confequent treaty between the Nabob and the Rajah ; they like- 
wife defired inftruétions for fher future guidance. By the next 
fhip the Directors write, ** However defirous we may be to explain 
** ourfelves on fuch points as may require our decifion, we muft 
“© defer the confideration of thofe now before us, until we fhall have 
‘y leifure to deliberate fully and maturely on them; more efpecial- 
“* ly as the objects are of too much importance to admit of a hafty 
x7tetermination §." It is evident that the queftion refpecting the 
Guaranty could only be decided by comparing the two tréatics, by 
confidering how far the Englifh had concurred in the change, if 

+ Appendix, No. KXV., p. 930. 


} This is avowed by the Committee, when they refolved to undertake the 
expedition on the aad of June, 1773. Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1119. 


§ Received at Madras, September 6th, 1773. Appendix, No. KX,x7 548. 
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any had been made, and by minutely examining the condué of the 
Rajah, whether he had forfeited the protection of the Company 
ftipulated in the treaty of 1762. If the Company were difcharg- 
ed from the guaranty, their inftractions for the future gusdance 
of their fervants muft depend ona deliberate review of their political 
fituation, and of the interefts and defigns of the neighbouring 
States, and European Powers who poflefied Settlements in India- 
Thefe fubjects, they thought ‘ Did not admit of a hafty determi- 
‘¢ nation ;” neither did the occafion appear to require it. The 
Nabob had in 1771 obtained a full compenfation for all injuries, and 
expenfes, according to his own eftimate ; and diftrits, valued at 
four Lacks of Rupecs per annum, had been ceded to him in per- 
petuity ; large fums had been paid to defray in part the expenfes 
of the expedition, and other diftricts, yielding a revenue of fixteen 
Lacks per annum, had been afligned to difcharge the remainder, 
which were more than a fufficient fecurity for the annual tribute. 
The Rajah, defpoiled of his treafure and revenues, was unable, if 
he had been fo difpofed, to difturb the peace of the Carnatick. 
Under thefe circumftances, how could. the Directors fufpect that 
the conqueft of Tanjore would be fo foon attempted ? Or that the 
Committee, without awaiting their inftructions, would decide on 
thofe important meafures, which they had exprefsly referred to the 
judgment of their Superiors ? 


The fituation of affairs in England leffened the ‘attention of the 
Directors to political concerns in India. The ability of the Com- 
pany to fulfil their + engagements with the State, had been war 
Jy contefted; yet thefe engagements, firft taken in 1767, had been 
renewed in 1769. Involved in debt by their former ftruggles with 


+ 400,001. dividend, 460,000l. annually to the State, and an indemnifica- 
tion to the public from all lofs by a reduction of the duties upon tea, which in 
fone; became little lefs than 200, 0001. 
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the French, the Company had with difliculty continued the ftipu- 
lated payments during three years and a half, when bills drawn 
from Bengal, to the amount of more than a million flerling, ren- 
dered the event no longer doubtful. In the latter end of the year 
1771, the neceffity of reducing the dividend to the Proprietors, and 
of difcontinuing the payment of £.40¢,000 per annum to the Srate, 
was univerfally acknowledged. The lofs of their property, the 
price of which fell with the dividend, irritated the Proprietors ; 
and the fufpicions of perfons unacquainted with the fubje& extend- 
ing much farther than the truth, fhook the credit of the Company, 
and fpread a general alarm. The minds of men were engaged in 
afcertaining the caufe of this diftrefs, and inveftigating the con- 
duct of thofe to whom it was imputed. New regulations were 
the perpetual fubject of difcuffion by General Courts and Com- 
mittecs of Proprietors. The fucceeding winter produced other en- 
quiries. Two Committees of the Houfe of Commons fat on India 
affairs at the fame time. Their proceedings engroffed the atten- 
tion of the Company, who found their intereft deeply involved! 
During this commotion, feveral of the principal Direétors retired, 
fome were rejected at the annual election +, and the management 
of affairs pafled into other hands. In June 1773 the Conttitution 
and Government .of the Company, both in England and Bengal, 
as greatly altered by an A& of the Legiflature. The inftructions 
to the new Council in that country, and the regulations which this 

hange required, neceflarily engaged the attention of Proprietors 
kia Directors ; fo that the Gentlemen appointed by Parliament 
Wid not receive their inftructions before March 1774. 


During this interefting period political affairs on the Coat of 
Coromandel had been little regarded. The 26th of March 1774 


+ April, 1973. 
the 
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the firft intelligence arrived of the fecond expedition, and of the 
capture of Tanjore. The meafure excited general indignation. 
The dangerous confequences were immediately feen, but the reme- 
dy to be applied required the moft temperate deliberation. The 
confultations of the Council, which Were received on the 26th of 
Augutt, '.ought the fubject fully before the Directors, who loft no 
time in preparing papers neceffary to an attentive inveftigation, Un- 
willing, i in a meafure of fo great national importance, to act wholly 
on their own judgment, they laid thefe papers before His Majetty’s 
Miniftersin January 1775. Onthe 17th of March the intended 
paragraphs of a letter to the Prefident and Council of Madras were 
tranfmitted to the Secretary of State, who on the 7th of April ex- 
preffed his concurrence, fo far as he thought it became him to de- 
cide--. The difpatches were figned on the 12th of the fame 
month. 


Thefe orders reftored to the depofed Rajah of Tarore his domi- 
enions, to his fubjects their religion, their government, and their 
laws. That to redrefs injuftice is juftice cannot be the fubject of 
reafoning. The axiom is derived from the firft impreflions of na- 
ture, and written by the Deity in the heart of man. If therefore 
the Rajah was unjuftly depofed by the fervants of the Company, to 
reftore him to his dominions became a meafure, not of choice butof 
duty. Injuries committed, without the confent of the Company 
may have rendered limitations neceflary tothe fafety of their Settle 
ments;, but no rights of the Nabob of Arcot couldoppofe the 1 
fal of 


4+ The Secretary of State informed the Direétors, that upon a peru 
their intended inftruétions to their Prefident and Council, he faw nothing 
therein contrary to the fabfifting ersaties 5 and that as to the private and public 
roguiations of the Company, there would be great umpropricty in giving his 
GRision. 


a tution, 
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tution, ‘There are however thofe} who, not accuftomed to mo- 
ral reafoning, but obferving poffeffions obtained by Sovereigns, in 
wars evidently unprovoked, to be acknowledged by neighbouring 
nations, have conceived, that a right of conqueft may exift indepen- 
dent of the juftice of awar. Thefe gentlemen have doubted whe~ 
ther the Englith can rightfully wreft Tanjore from Mahomed Ally,. 
however unjuftly he may have obtained the country. 


Every man has a right to have wrongs redreffed. Ih civil fo- 
ciety, to render this right effectual is the duty of the Magiftrate, 
and individuals are not the avengers of their own wrongs. Nations 
have no fuperior ;—force therefore is the arbiter between them ; 
and every Sovereign may take part in a war, according to-his opi- 
nion of what jaftice requires. It is the duty of States, as well as 
of individuals, to oppofe injuftice ; but as a Sovereign owes a fupe-~ 
rior duty to the people, whofe prefervation is more immediately 
intrufted to his charge, a regard to their fafety or profperity may 
fometimes require that he thould avoid hoftilities, As a neutral, 
Power, he can have no authority to decide between the contending 
parties, becaufe he is not their fuperior or judge; and a prudent 
attention to intereft, or even duty, in fome cafes, may prevent him 
becoming an affociate in the war. Under thefe circumftances he 
acts indifferently towards both,.as if each had a juft caufe of hofti- 
eh That each fhould really have a jaft caufe of hoftility is in 

& impoffible ; yet the fuppofition will be found a neceflary con= 

ence of renouncing all right to decide between them. This: 
ndué of neutral Powers produces what fome authors deno- 
minate external rights; rights derived wholly from an acquief- 
cence of nations, who acknowledge a prefent poffeffion, without 
examining the means by which fuch poffeflion was acquired. Ie is. 
evident 
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evident that Mahomed Ally can eftablifh no claim to Tanjore upon 
this reafoning, becaufe the Company might juftly become affoci- 
ates againft him in a war, to redrefs an injury done to the Rajah. 
Neither does their conduét remain a fubje& of choice, or even of 
imperfect duty. The Company have guarantied the treaty of 
1762; they have pledged their faith to decide between the Nabob 
and the Rajah, and to enforce that decifion. The Nabob and the 
Rajah, by executing the treaty, have conftituted the Company 
their jidge, and authorifed every meafure neceffary to give effect 
to their opinion of what juftice demands. 


The fort and country of Tanjore were taken by the Englith arms ; 
the conqueft was their act; and no doubt was ever yet entertain~ 
ed, whether moral duty required that mon fhould reftore what they 
had unjuftly taken. A gift, or even fale of poffeffions, fo obtained, 
cannot defeat an antecedent right. If it could, all moral obliga-: 
tion were indeed eafily evaded, and laws prefcribed by Infinite 
Wifdom, might be annulled by the low cunning of his creature. 


The utmoft claim of an innocent party, involved in {uch -a 
tranfaGtion, can extend only to compenfation. Suppofing there- 
fore Mahomed Ally had never entertained unjutt defigns againft Tan- 
jore, nor employed unworthy arts to engage the Engiith in hoftilitios ; 
that his conduct had been guided by the ftricteft. fenfe of moral 
duty, and his affent to the conqueft been: the mere effecttof 
error, he could claim nothing againft the Rajah, equally inggcgnt, 
and poffeffed of an antecedent right. From. thofe indeed. Whe, 
had caufed his miftake he would-be entitled to demand a com- 
penfation of his injury, but could not retain a country unjuftly 
conquered; and a. full compenfation for -his lofs he had before 


-teceived. . By the expedition of 1771 he obtained a reimburfe- 
Hh ment 
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ment of expenfes, and fatisfaction fot fuppofed injuries, accord~ 
ing to his own eftimation. In 1773 he plundered the capital of 
Tanjore, and taking poffeffion of the country, appropriated to 
his own ufe the revenues of more thantwo+years. That the fum 
thus obtained exceeded the expenfes incurred in the fecond expe- 
dition he has fufficiently declared, by refufing to ftate the account. 
‘Whatever injuftice therefore the Rajah may have fuftained, the 
‘Nabob can ‘have no caufe of complaint. 


Arguments rather foreign to the fubjeét have been urged. 
Gratitude to Mahomed Ally has been fuggefted as a motive for 
facrificing Tanjore to his ambition ; a malignant imagination has 
been ranfacked to traduce the character of the Rajah, and the 
finer feelings of the heart have been addreffed to miflead the 
judgment. Were we difpofed to imitate fuch an example, the 
obligations of Mahomed Ally to the father of the prefent Rajah; 
the refources thence derived in the hour of diftrefs; the im puta- 
tion of parricide to the Son to wreft from him his dominiong; the 
profufion of compliment when he failed in this attempt; the 
conduct ofthe Nabob refpecting the waters of the Cavery, when 
the troops of the prefent Rajah were ferving in his camp his 
intrigues to foment the quarrel with the Marawar Polligars ; and 
the,inflant deftruction of their Chiefs, whofe protection was the 
pyrfefied motive to the war, might afford colourings to a picture 

ot the mere creature of invention. Neither can ingratitude be im- 
payed to the Englifh. Mahomed Ally wasnegotiating the furrender 
of his laft fortrefs, when their affiftance refcued him from defpair. 
In return he yielded with reluctance a {mall portion of the coun- 


+ The amount of the revenues was about 40 Lacks of Pagodas, or 


1,600,0001. The expenfes of the fecond expedition defrayed by the Nabob 
could not amount to tenth part ofthat fum. | 


6 tries 


( 123) 


tries won by their fword. Byt public meafures fthould flow from 
the great principles of juftice; and perfonal character ought not 
td govern the conduct of nations. 


Weare reproached with inattention to policy, as if human 
actions muft ever be meafured by intereft, and gain be the efta~ 
blifhed criterion of right. In the conduct of nations, juftice is 
policy. Independent of internal Mrength, what greater fecurity 
can the Englith poffefs in India, than a firm perfuation in the 
neighbouring States, that they have every thing to hope from 
their juftice, and nothing to fear from their power? Can the ag~ 
grandizement of Mahomed Ally render their poffeffions more 
fecure? Muft the fupply of their garrifons depend folely on his 
pleafure? Or will he be lefs difpofed to abufe their confidence 
when he can do it with impunity? If the former fervices of the 
Rajah, if a regard to the folemn engagements of the Company, 
cannot preferve Tanjore, what hopes of fafety remain to the other 
Sovereigns of India? Mahomed Ally has afpired to the command 
of the Deckan, and to the conqueft of Myfore ;---Will not the 
Subahdar, will not Hyder Ally be compelled to take refuge from 
the Nabob’s ambition, in an alliance with the enemies of the 
Britith Nation? But the people of this country are actuated by 
nobler nggtives than a fordid regard to intereft. They behold 
with indignation a fhamefu! violation of public faith. They feel 
for an inoffenfive people, facrificed to men who have open 
other parts of India. They will not furrender the Tanjoreans 
Mahémedans, who are abhorred by them, who regard thém’ as 
heathens, and who exult in their deftruction by. the {word of 
Mahomed. ‘The generous temper of a free people will uphold at 
leaft one act of public juftice, to atone for the crimes of individuals, 
and to vindicate the national character from reproach, 
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